Frequently Asked Solar Questions

Does RECC allow solar generation to be interconnected to their power system?
Yes, RECC will allow the interconnection of a renewable energy source if done safely.

What size solar system is allowed?
RECC will allow almost any size renewable energy system to be safely interconnected to our
system. However, there are different requirements and policies for systems above 25.00 kW.

What is the advantage of having a system under 25 kW?
Smaller systems allow members to generate and consume energy produced on their premises,
receiving the greatest savings when production and consumption occur simultaneously.

What if | produce more kilowatts than | need?

With solar systems under 25 kW, any surplus or overgeneration will be metered and purchased
by the cooperative at the Avoided Energy Cost. The rate of compensation will be the same as
others who sell generated power directly to the wholesale market. At the end of each billing
cycle, the metered kilowatts will be calculated and appear on the bill as monetary credit.

Does RECC calculate payback for renewable energy credits or RECs?
RECC does not calculate the payback of renewable energy systems. We advise our members
to speak with several installers and thoroughly understand all assumptions being made.

What costs are involved to interconnect a 25 kW renewable energy system?
To help recover a portion of the costs incurred by the cooperative, $500 must be paid when
submitting an interconnection application. There are no additional fees for systems under 25 kW.

Does RECC charge extra monthly fees for having solar installed?

No additional fees are charged for having a renewable energy system installed. In some cases,
members may lose certain discounts due to the reduction of electricity purchased each month.
This will depend on the type of service, billing rate, and capacity or demand required for each
individual service. Members will continue to receive a Facility Charge each month, which pays
for the cost of maintaining the distribution system and the power lines running to each home.
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Could my billing rate change?

Your billing rate is designated to your account depending on the type and amount of energy
you use as well as any incentive discount rates you may be receiving. A renewable energy
system could change the billing rate designation for your account. Net metering accounts are
ineligible for special Grain Drying and Dual Meter rates. Please check with our staff before
committing to a renewable energy project if there are any questions about your account.

Does RECC require additional insurance?

As of June 1, 2026, our members are not required to carry a $1,000,000 insurance policy when
interconnecting generating equipment less than 25kW. However, the contractor must be
licensed and posses commercial general liability insurance coverage of at least $1,000,000 per
occurrence/$2,000,000 in the aggregate per year.

Is a contract required?
RECC requires an agreement to be signed before interconnecting to its distribution system,
which details regulations, insurance, safety concerns, and system behavior during outages.

Does the solar system act like a back-up generator when power goes off?

In the case of a power outage, RECC requires that the renewable generating equipment be
automatically disconnected from the power grid. This prevents back-feeding electricity into de-
energized power lines and ensures the safety of our linemen. The shut-down is an important
feature to prevent injuries, even death, to those working around de-energized lines.

When should | contact RECC about my plans to add solar energy?

RECC should be contacted at the earliest stage. Applications for <25 kW systems should be
submitted for approval two weeks before work is scheduled. Another two weeks should be
included for the final inspection, which is performed after RECC has been notified that an
approved project is installed. Documentation may also take another week to be finalized.

What if | need to make changes or alterations to my electrical system?

Any modifications to your electric service will require assistance from our engineering staff and
should be requested at the earliest stage of the process. Upgrading or changing the layout of
an electric service can be expensive and may influence the economics of the project.

Can | connect my solar system to the meter loop on a pole?

In most cases, the meter loop is an acceptable location for interconnection, but RECC does not
allow any equipment to be mounted on its poles. Support structures can be added for mount-
ing inverters and disconnects but must be placed 3’ away from RECC poles and connected with
underground conduit. Any modification or upgrade of the meter loop must be approved and
performed by the cooperative at the member’s expense.

What is required before RECC does the final inspection?
Members must receive approval for installation, pay $500 application fee, sign interconnection
agreement, and notify when installation is complete.

Who do | contact with further questions?
Please email any inquiries to recc.coop or call our office at (217) 438-6197.
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