
 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
January 29, 2026 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held January 29, 2026, at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 p.m., 
with all members present except for Thom Hart. Also present were President/CEO Sean 
Middleton; Manager of Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson; Manager of Member 
Services Jeff Lancaster; Manager of Operations Bill Hart; Network Administrator Brandon 
Taylor; Member Services Liaison Julie Waghorn; and Attorney Stephen Courtney. 

 
 The minutes of the December 22 Regular Board meeting were approved. 

 Network Administrator Brandon Taylor described how the phone system operates with 
outage reporting software and explained how SmartHub has increased efficiency. 

 The executive committee reviewed Bylaw revisions to be presented to the 
membership for approval. These included Article I Section 6(c) that would require 
additional contracts with members requesting capacity above 10MW; Article IV 
Section 3(c) that adds niece, nephew, and first cousin to the nepotism qualifications 
for Directors; and Section 7 adds niece, nephew, and first cousin as a close relative.  

   Attorneys’ Report 
           There was no report. 

 
President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public Relations, 
Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial and statistical 
reports for December 2026 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the Cooperative’s 
files.  
 
           President/CEO Middleton also reported that: 

 There were no new updates concerning the disbursement of BEAD grant funds.  

 The percentage of members in each district changed slightly from 2025 to 2026. 

 There has been ongoing discussion about potential data centers; a review was also 
held concerning recent news articles from Ameren and publications from Cyrus One.  

 
AIEC Board Report 
         Mel Repscher gave a summary of the December 2025, AIEC Board Meeting. 

 
Meetings and Events  
           The following were reviewed: 

 Sangamon Growth Alliance Annual Meeting held on January 13, 2026. 

 Strategic Planning Retreat held January 14-16, 2026. 

 NRECA Director’s Conference held January 25-28, 2026. 

 ICWCG and Rochdale Services Annual Meeting on January 26, 2026. 

 NextEra Public Power Summit scheduled for February 8-11, 2026. 

 NRECA Power Exchange scheduled for March 7-11, 2026. 

 CoBank Central Customer Meeting set for March 16-17, 2026. 
 

Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 
 Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 

members to obtain electric service. 

 Unanimously approved Executive Committee recommendations to present three 
Bylaw Amendments to the membership for consideration at the annual meeting.  

 Revised Employee Nepotism Policy 110.4 to include grandparent and grandchild, 
while eliminating second cousin and first cousin once removed.  

 Unanimously authorized President/CEO Middleton to execute the Umbrella 
Construction Agreement with Ameren UCA and sign a Will Serve letter from the 
cooperative for Phase Two of the Cyrus One data center project. 

 Selected the following members to serve on the 2026 Nominating Committee 
scheduled for March 5, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at the Cooperative headquarters. 
Members from the three districts with elections scheduled for this year are: 

 
   Director District No. 4             Director District No. 5         Director District No. 6 
 (Thomas Hart )  (Garry Niemeyer)  (Mel Repscher) 
 
 Mark Prose   John Megginson  Thomas Vail 
 31464 Prose Rd.  13950 Lead Line Road              1913 W Vandeveer St. 
 Girard, IL 62640  Auburn, IL 62615  Taylorville, IL 62568 
 
 James J. Riba   David Moose    Ted Chapman 
 22325 Thomasville Rd.              890 Eastland Dr.  3002 S. Spresser St. 
 Virden, IL 62690  Auburn, IL 62615  Taylorville, IL 62658 
 
 Kenneth Tate   Blake Ladage   Gary Suomela 
 28245 Pleasant Dale Rd. 12333 Round Oak Rd.              941 E 1100 North Rd. 
 Girard, IL 62640  Auburn, IL 62615  Taylorville, IL 62568 

 
Meeting Adjourned at 09:25 p.m. 


