
 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
January 23, 2025 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held January 23, 2025, at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 p.m., 
with all members present. Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; Manager of 
Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson; Manager of Member Services Jeff Lancaster; 
Manager of Operations and Maintenance Tim Hemberger; Network Administrator Brandon 
Taylor; Member Services Liaison Julie Waghorn; and Attorney Stephen Courtney. 

 
 The minutes of the December 17th Regular Board meeting were approved. 

 President/CEO Sean Middleton demonstrated the full capabilities of fiber optics.  

 CEO Middleton reviewed the BEAD Grant application and the actions taken by the 
Cooperative to provide broadband internet service to its membership. Also noted 
were the RECC areas without adequate internet service, estimated costs, and 
financial projections for providing broadband fiber internet service. 

   Attorneys’ Report 
           There was no report.  

 
President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for December 2024 were reviewed and accepted for placement in 
the Cooperative’s files.  
 
           President/CEO Middleton also reported that: 

 Four linemen and equipment were sent to Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
to assist in restoring electric power after the January 5, 2025, ice storm.   

 A Census Report containing demographics about Illinois Counties was reviewed 
and details concerning counties within RECC’s service territory were discussed.  

 Member district meetings were being discussed and potentially planned for various 
locations within the Cooperative service area.   

 
AIEC Board Report 
         Mel Repscher gave a summary of the December 19, 2024, and the January 16, 
2025, AIEC Board meeting. An update was also provided on the AEC/IEC PAC program. 

 
Meetings and Events  
           The following were reviewed: 

 Strategic Planning Retreat held on January 16 -17, 2025.  

 Executive Committee Meeting to review by-law revisions held January 21, 2025. 

Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 
 Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 

members to obtain electric service. 

 Appointed Director Bloome as voting delegate, and Director Niemeyer as alternate, 
to represent RECC at the 2025 NRECA Annual Meeting. 

 Authorized management to apply for 2025 BEAD Grant, with intention of seeking  
70% of the funding for broadband installation in BEAD Grant territory.  
 

 Selected the following members to serve on the 2025 Nominating Committee 
scheduled for March 6, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. at the Cooperative headquarters. 
Members from the three director districts with elections scheduled this year are: 

 
      District No. 1                                District No. 2                        District No. 3 
      Clayton Bloome         Chris Wilcox                              Jimmy Ayers 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  

Jeff Fjelstul 
1524 Horse Creek Trl 
Pawnee, IL 62558 
 
Rodney Bourne 
35243 Black Diamond Trail  
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Miranda Langen  
141 E 900 North Rd 
Morrisonville, IL 62546 
 

Wanda Burnett 
684 Duewer Rd 
Waverly, IL  62692 
 
Tracy Ashbaugh 
769 Duewer Rd 
Waverly, IL  62692 
 
Kevin Duewer 
10813 Pleasant Valley Rd 
Waverly, IL  62692 
 

Vince Fisher  
6311 Mottar Rd 
Rochester, IL 62563 
 

Joe Coffey 
7993 New City Rd  
Rochester, IL 62563 
 
Dale Fesser 
6101 New City Rd  
Rochester, IL 62563 
 
 



 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
February 25, 2025 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held February 25, 2025, at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 
p.m., with all members present. Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; 
Manager of Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson; Manager of Operations and 
Maintenance Tim Hemberger; Network Administrator Brandon Taylor; Member Services 
Liaison Julie Waghorn; and Attorney Stephen Courtney. 

 
 The minutes of the January 2025 Regular Board meeting were approved. 

 Network Administrator Brandon Taylor spoke about the evolution of AI and the 
possibilities of moving forward, working with AIEC and other cooperatives. 

 President/CEO Middleton presented remodeling quotes to revise the capital budget.  

 CEO Middleton updated the Board on the RECC BEAD Grant application.  

 President/CEO Middleton reviewed the progress of the Data Center, noting that  
Diamond Core is moving forward and provided maps for Phases 1 and possibly 2.  

 CEO Middleton informed the Board that the cooperative has been approached 
about possible wind projects in RECC territory and talks are still in the early stages.  

 President/CEO Middleton presented a review of Policy 100.3, entitled Director Fees.  

   Attorneys’ Report 
           There was no report.  

 
President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for January 2025 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the 
Cooperative’s files.  
 
           President/CEO Middleton also reported that: 

 RECC was recognized at the Safety & Energy Conference for the Cooperative’s 
outstanding safety performance.  

 Bylaw changes envisioned for the 2025 Annual Meeting are being reviewed. 

AIEC Board Report 
         Mel Repscher gave a summary of the February 2025, AIEC Board Meeting. 

 
Meetings and Events  
           The following were reviewed: 

 NRECA Director’s conference call held on January 25-28, 2025. 

 IL Co-op Workers Comp Group conference call held January 27, 2025.  

 Nominating Committee Meeting, being held March 6, 2025. 

 NRECA Power Exchange Conference scheduled for March 8-12, 2025. 

 District Meeting to be held in Taylorville on March 20, 2025. 

 CoBank Regional Meeting scheduled for March 27-28, 2025. 

 AIEC Lobby Day to be held on April 10, 2025.   

 NRECA Legislative Conference scheduled for April 27-30, 2025. 

Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 
 Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 

members to obtain electric service. 
 

Meeting Adjourned at 09:40 p.m.  



 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
March 25, 2025 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held March 25, 2025, at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 p.m., 
with all members present except for Andy Goleman, who attended by video conference. 
Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; Manager of Finance & Administration 
Aubrie Megginson; Manager of Member Services Jeff Lancaster; Network Administrator 
Brandon Taylor; Member Services Liaison Julie Waghorn; and Attorney Stephen Courtney. 

 
 The minutes of the February 25 Regular Board meeting and the March 6, 2025, 

Nominating Committee were approved. 

 President/CEO Sean Middleton demonstrated the various options of fiber optic 
cables and supporting structures required to attach them to utility poles.  

 The Board of Directors discussed RECC Bylaw changes regarding easements to 
facilitate potential broadband service. 

   Attorneys’ Report 
           There was no report. 

 
President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports, which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for February 2025 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the 
Cooperative’s files.  
 
           President/CEO Middleton also reported that: 

 The Diamond Core Data Center project is moving forward with Phase One, and 
contract discussions are progressing with NextEra Energy. 

 RECC’s BEAD Grant application was officially submitted, and was one of 238 
broadband submissions for wave-one funding in Illinois.  

 Bill Hart was announced as the Cooperative’s next Manager of Operations and 
Maintenance and will begin his new position on May 5, 2025. 

 
AIEC Board Report 
         Mel Repscher gave a summary of the March 2025 AIEC Board Meeting. 

 
Meetings and Events  
           The following were reviewed: 

 Nominating Committee meeting held on March 6, 2025. 

 NRECA Power Exchange Conference held March 9-12, 2025. 

 Sangamon County Farm Bureau Meeting held on March 17, 2025. 

 District 6 and Cooperative Communicators meeting held March 20, 2025. 

 AIEC Lobby Day and NRECA Legislative Conference scheduled for April 2025. 

Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 
 Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 

members to obtain electric service. 

 Selected Mel Repscher as the voting delegate and Chris Wilcox as alternate to 
represent RECC at the 2025 AIEC Annual Meeting. 

 Chose Andy Goleman as the voting delegate and Clayton Bloome as alternate to 
represent RECC at the 2025 CFC/Federated Annual Meeting. 

 Agreed to present amendments to the RECC Bylaws for membership consideration 
at the 2025 Annual Meeting on June 12, 2025.  

Meeting Adjourned at 09:15 p.m.  



 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
April 22, 2025 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held April 22, 2025 at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 p.m., 
with all members present. Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; Manager of 
Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson; Manager of Member Services Jeff Lancaster; 
Network Administrator Brandon Taylor; Member Services Liaison Julie Waghorn; Line 
Foreman Bill Hart; and Attorney Stephen Courtney. 

 
 The minutes of the March 25 Regular Board meeting were approved. 

 Network Administrator Brandon Taylor discussed alternate uses for AI, such as 
vegetation management, that may be useful to cooperatives in the future.  

 President/CEO Middleton and Manager of Finance and Administration Aubrie 
Megginson reviewed the CFC Financial and Statistical Report Form 7 for 2024. 

 CEO Middleton discussed Emergya Wind Technologies or EWT declaring 
bankruptcy, and how it would affect the maintenance of RECC’s wind turbine.  

 President/CEO Middleton requested additional funding for building renovation not 
included in the 2025 Capital Budget. 

   Attorneys’ Report 
           Attorney Stephen Courtney reviewed the Supplemental Service Area Agreement 
with Ameren and discussed an ordinance proposal for the Village of Edinburg to annex 
land not served by the cooperative. 

 
President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for March 2025 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the 
Cooperative’s files.  
 
           President/CEO Middleton also provided updates on the: 

 Diamond Core Data Center, Phase One progress, and other MISO projects awaiting 
regulatory review. 

 BEAD Grant process, noting that RECC’s application was resubmitted and the 
Cooperative is awaiting a response. 

AIEC Board Report 
         There was no AIEC report this month.  

 
Meetings and Events  
           The following were reviewed: 

 CoBank Regional Meeting held March 27-28, 2025. 

 AIEC Electric Cooperative Lobby Day held on April 10, 2025.  

 NRECA Legislative Conference to be held April 27-30, 2025.   

 RECC Annual Meeting scheduled for June 12, 2025. 

Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 
 Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 

members to obtain electric service. 

 Selected Mel Repscher as delegate, Chris Wilcox as alternate, to represent RECC 
on the AIEC Board. 

 Approved the Financial and Statistical Report Form 7 for the 2024 year. 

 Authorize the execution of a Supplemental Service Area Agreement with Ameren.  

 Agreed that the Village of Edinburg could proceed with the proposed ordinance.  

Meeting Adjourned at 09:15 p.m.  



 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
May 27, 2025 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held May 27, 2025, at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 p.m., 
with all members present. Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; Manager of 
Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson; Manager of Member Services Jeff Lancaster; 
Manager of Operations Bill Hart; Network Administrator Brandon Taylor; Member Services 
Liaison Julie Waghorn; and Attorney Stephen Courtney. 

 
 The minutes of the April 22 Regular Board meeting were approved. 

 Ryan McCrady from the Sangamon Springfield Growth Alliance gave a presentation 
highlighting several construction projects in Sangamon County.  

 Network Administrator Brandon Taylor discussed a fiber cut that occurred last year 
and a newly installed Starlink connection, which is now available for redundancy.   

 Kevin S. Kelso, CPA, P.C., P.A. of Kelso Lynch P.C., P.A. reviewed the 
Cooperative’s audit report for the calendar year ending December 31, 2024. 

 President/CEO Middleton discussed the RECC’s Capital Credit Policy 100.47 and 
options to modify or reduce allocation percentages for large data centers.  

 CEO Middleton discussed the 2025/2026 MISO capacity auction, expected MISO 
increases, and supply reductions within MISO territory.   

   Attorneys’ Report 
           There was no report. 

 
President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for April 2025 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the 
Cooperative’s files.  
 
           President/CEO Middleton also reported that: 

 The potential bankruptcy of the Netherlands' Emergya Wind Technologies will not 
affect RECC’s maintenance contract with EWT Americas, which remains solvent. 

 RECC was preliminarily awarded a grant for $18,059,439, and additional details will 
follow the completion of the Wave Two process, which opened on May 27, 2025. 

 Director Bryan recently became a Credentialed Cooperative Director and was 
presented with a Certificate of Achievement. 

 Additional funding would be required to perform the building renovations outlined in 
the 2025 Capital Budget and bring restroom facilities within ADA compliance.  

 
AIEC Board Report 
         Chairman Chris Wilcox gave an executive summary of the recent Board Meeting, 
noting that John Teefey was introduced as new counsel for the AIEC. 

 
Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 
 Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 

members to obtain electric service. 

 Accepted the Audit Report prepared by Kelso Lynch, P.C., P.A. for 2024. 

 Approved modifications to the 2025 Capital Budget for building renovations. 

 Moved the August board meeting back to its original date of August 26, 2025.  

 Scheduled the 2026 annual meeting for Thursday, June 11, 2026. 

 Authorized President/CEO Middleton to apply for additional grant funds within 
RECC territory that were not covered in the Wave One process. 

Meeting Adjourned at 10:10 p.m.  



 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
June 24, 2025 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held June 24, 2025 at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 p.m., 
with all members present. Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; Manager of 
Member Services Jeff Lancaster; Manager of Operations Bill Hart; Network Administrator 
Brandon Taylor; and Attorney Stephen Courtney. 

 
 The minutes of the May 27 Regular Board meeting and the June 12 meeting of the 

directors that followed the RECC Annual Meeting were approved. 

 AIEC’s Bailey Flowers reviewed energy-related legislation in 2025 and efforts made 
to amend Illinois bill proposals. She also discussed the Broadband Deployment and 
Access Law, which now awaits the Governor’s signature. 

 Network Administrator Brandon Taylor discussed the cooperative’s network backup 
strategy, showing how files move within workstations, servers, and cloud systems. 

 CEO Middleton discussed a new partnership between Meta and Constellation 
Energy, which announced a twenty-year agreement with Clinton’s nuclear plant.  

 President Middleton updated the progress of the data center and discussed the pros 
and cons of owning a two-mile transmission line necessary for the proposed project.   

 NextEra’s Jaime Haestad, via telecommunication, presented options for a three-
year power extension, which matches the proposed 10-year contract requirement 
for the new data center. 

 CEO Middleton reviewed the BEAD grant for cooperative broadband service, noting 
that all preliminary grants have been rescinded, but can be reapplied for by fall.  

   Attorneys’ Report 
           Attorney Stephen Courtney introduced an amendment to Policy 100.47 Allocation 
of Capital Credits that limits capital credit allocation for large consumers like data centers.  

 
President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for May 2025 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the 
Cooperative’s files.  
 
           President/CEO Middleton also reviewed the: 

 RECC Annual Meeting held June 12, 2025. 

 CFC Forum to be held June 30 – July 2, 2025. 

 NextEra Customer Appreciation meeting scheduled for August 13, 2025. 
 

AIEC Board Report 
         Mel Repscher gave a summary of the June 2025 AIEC Board Meeting. 

 
Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 
 Re-elected Chris Wilcox as Board Chairman and Clayton Bloome as Vice Chairman.  

 Re-elected Jimmy Ayres as Secretary/Treasurer and Garry Niemeyer as Assistant 
Secretary/Treasurer. 

 Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 
members to obtain electric service. 

 Amended Policy 100.47 to add a provision that allows the Cooperative to limit the 
capital credit allocation for large consumers such as data centers.  

Meeting Adjourned at 10:15 p.m.  



 

Member & Public Relations & Marketing: 
Clayton Bloome – Chairman 
Thomas Hart 
Cassie Eigenmann 
 
 
Finance, Audit, Rate & Planning: 
Gary Niemeyer – Chairman 
Andy Goleman  
Melvin Repscher 
 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
July 22, 2025 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held July 22, 2025 at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 p.m., with 
all members present except for Andy Goleman, who attended by video conference. Also 
present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; Manager of Finance & Administration Aubrie 
Megginson; Manager of Member Services Jeff Lancaster; Manager of Operations Bill Hart; 
Network Administrator Brandon Taylor; Member Services Liaison Julie Waghorn; and 
Attorney Stephen Courtney. 

 
 The minutes of the June 24 Regular Board meeting were approved. 

 President/CEO Middleton and Manager of Finance & Administration Aubrie 
Megginson evaluated the 2025 Key Ratio Trend Analysis for the Cooperative’s 
financials in comparison to other Illinois and U.S. cooperatives. 

 CEO Middleton presented a Reimbursement Agreement for an Ameren extension 
that is needed to facilitate the Double Black Diamond and QTS projects. 

 President/CEO Middleton discussed various options to extend the NextEra power 
supply contract and was later joined, via video conferencing, by NextEra’s Stephen 
Fetzer, who added more details about the options available for the new data center.   

   Attorneys’ Report 
           There was no report. 
 
President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for June 2025 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the 
Cooperative’s files.  
 
           President/CEO Middleton also reviewed the: 

 BEAD grant options for Cooperative broadband service, noting a new application 
was submitted promptly, and RECC should receive a response within thirty days.  

 NextEra Customer Appreciation meeting scheduled for August 13, 2025. 
 

AIEC Board Report 
         There was no AIEC Meeting in July. 

 
Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 
 Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 

members to obtain electric service. 

 Unanimously agreed to move the annual meeting date from June 11, 2026, to June 
8, 2026, due to a scheduling conflict with the host venue. 

 Reschedule board meetings in January, April, September, and October as follows: 
January 29, 2026; April 23, 2026; September 29, 2026; and October 22, 2026. 

 Selected Thom Hart as NRECA 5 voting delegate and Garry Neimeyer as alternate. 

 Directed President/CEO Middleton to execute the Ameren Reimbursement 
Agreements, pending full legal review, guaranteeing full reimbursement for all costs.  

 Agreed that CEO Middleton should move forward with the NextEra contract 
extension proposal that includes fixed-shape blocks and a five-year term. 

 Chairman Wilcox appointed Directors to the following Committees for 2024-2025: 

 Executive Committee: 
Chris Wilcox – Chairman 

 Clayton Bloome – Vice Chairman 
 Jimmy Ayers – Secretary/Treasurer 
 Garry Niemeyer – Assistant Secretary/Treasurer 
 
 Operations Committee: 
 Jimmy Ayers – Chairman 
 Chris Wilcox 
 Neil Bryan 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 09:45 p.m.  



 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
August 26, 2025 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held on August 26, 2025, at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 
p.m., with all members present. Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; 
Manager of Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson; Manager of Member Services 
Jeff Lancaster; Manager of Operations Bill Hart; Network Administrator Brandon Taylor; 
Member Services Liaison Julie Waghorn; and Attorney Stephen Courtney. 

 
 The minutes of the July 22 Regular Board meeting were approved. 

 President/CEO Middleton discussed a substantial Ameren transmission project that 
has been approved and is projected to be completed in 2029. 

 CEO Middleton provided an update on the proposed data center and ongoing 
discussions with Springfield Sangamon Growth Alliance, Swift Current Energy, 
Cyrus One, and NextEra Energy.  

 President Middleton stated that a draft of the NextEra contract extension has been 
received and would need to be thoroughly reviewed by legal counsel before Board 
action could be taken. 

 CEO Middleton updated the Board regarding the most recent submission for the 
BEAD grant, noting that a thirty-day extension was granted for the resubmission.  

   Attorneys’ Report 
           There was no report. 

 
President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for July 2025 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the 
Cooperative’s files. President/CEO Middleton also announced to the Board that a new 
engineering technician had been hired. 
 
AIEC Board Report 
         Director Mel Repscher gave an executive summary of the AIEC Report and 
presented a map showing several existing data centers located in Illinois. 

 
Meetings and Events  
           The Board conducted a review of the CFC Forum, AIEC Annual Meeting, and the 
NextEra Customer Appreciation Meeting. The NRECA Region 5 & 6 meeting scheduled 
for September 23 – 25, 2025, was also discussed. 
 
Board Action 
 The Board approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or 
existing members to obtain electric service. Authorization was also granted for a Will Serve 
Letter requested by Cyrus One, which entitles RECC to provide service to its data center. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 08:55 p.m.  



 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
September 22, 2025 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held September 22, 2025 at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 
p.m., with all members present except for Thom Hart. Also present were President/CEO 
Sean Middleton; Manager of Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson; Manager of 
Operations Bill Hart; Network Administrator Brandon Taylor; Member Services Liaison 
Julie Waghorn; and Attorney Stephen Courtney. 

 
 The minutes of the July 22 and August 26 Regular Board meetings were approved. 

 Network Administrator Brandon Taylor discussed the Cooperative’s transition to 
Microsoft Teams for all future telecommunication meetings. 

 President/CEO Sean Middleton reviewed capital credit retirement schedules and 
allocation options based on the Cooperative’s equity ratio and projected margins.  

 CEO Middleton reviewed the Residential Rates of all Illinois electric cooperatives. 

 President/CEO Middleton presented Policy 100.58, which outlines cooperative 
procedures for vandalism of co-op property.  

 CEO Middleton presented the latest Power Supply Contract from NextEra, noting 
that all documents have been reviewed by legal and outside counsel. 

 Middleton discussed the Kincaid Generation project, Data Center progress, and 
other proposals being reviewed by MISO. 

 CEO Middleton detailed RECC’s most recent submission for the BEAD grant and 
stated that the current announcement deadline is September 30, 2025.  

   Attorneys’ Report 
           There was no report 

 
President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for August 2025 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the 
Cooperative’s files. CEO Middleton also reviewed the Northern District Manager’s meeting.  

 
AIEC Board Report 
         There was no report since the AIEC Board did not meet in September. 

 
Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 
 Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 

members to obtain electric service. 

 Unanimously approved the retirement of $250,000 of capital credit equity.   

 Approved Policy 100.58 to address Vandalism of Cooperative Property.  

 Approved a five-year extension of the Full Requirement Supply Agreement with 
NextEra Energy and updated language required to extend the original contract.  

Meeting Adjourned at 09:15 p.m.  



RECC Regular Board Meeting 
October 28, 2025

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative Co. was held October 28 at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 p.m., with 
all members present. Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; Manager of 
Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson; Manager of Member Services Jeff Lancaster; 
Network Administrator Brandon Taylor; Member Services Liaison Julie Waghorn; and 
Attorney Stephen Courtney. 

 The minutes of the September 22 Regular Board meeting were approved.

 Network Administrator Brandon Taylor reviewed phishing emails sent to the Board
of Directors and employees to demonstrate the importance of cybersecurity.

 President/CEO Middleton presented the 2024 IRS Form 990 prepared by the
cooperative’s auditing firm, Kelso Lynch, P.C., P.A.

 CEO Middleton discussed the Cooperative’s membership in the Springfield
Sangamon Growth Alliance and detailed the benefits of the partnership.

 President/CEO Middleton discussed the potential economic growth that a data
center could provide in Sangamon County, noting that there had been some
opposition to data centers in other areas of the country.

 CEO Middleton confirmed that RECC had been provisionally allocated IL BEAD
Grant funding, but was waiting for federal certification of those broadband funds.

   Attorneys’ Report 
  There was no report. 

President/CEO’s Report 
CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 

distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for September 25 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the 
Cooperative’s files. President/CEO Middleton also reported that the final locked-in price 
was $71.95 for the RECC/NextEra contract extension.  

AIEC Board Report 
 Mel Repscher gave a summary of the October 9, 2025, AIEC Board Meeting. 

Board Action 
The Board acted on the following: 

 Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing
members to obtain electric service.

 Reviewed the 2024 Form 990 as required and accepted the 2024 IRS tax return.

 Agreed to renew annual membership in the Springfield Sangamon Growth Alliance.

 Approved wage and salary adjustments for RECC employees and President/CEO.

Meeting Adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 



 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
November 25, 2025 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held November 25, 2025 at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 
p.m., with all members present. Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; 
Manager of Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson; Manager of Member Services 
Jeff Lancaster; Manager of Operations Bill Hart; Network Administrator Brandon Taylor; 
Member Services Liaison Julie Waghorn; Senior Member Accounts Representative 
Shelley Barnes; and Attorney Stephen Courtney. 

 
 The minutes of the October 28 Regular Board meeting were approved. 

 Sr. Member Accounts Representative Shelly Barnes presented the delinquent 
accounts recommended to be written off for 2024. The total amount was $1,703.94  
or .01% and the staff will continue to pursue collections unless prohibited by law. 

 President/CEO Middleton reviewed Policy 100.47 Allocation of Capital Credits and 
Policy 100.48 Retirement of Capital Credits. Middleton proposed amendments to 
the policies that limit capital credits allocation for large industrial loads, such as data 
centers. Retirement procedures for large industrial members were also discussed.  

 CEO Middleton updated the Board on the latest BEAD Grant timeline, previewed an 
initial labor plan to provide broadband service, and reviewed the ten-year financial 
forecast for the project. 

 President/CEO Middleton and Manager of Operations and Maintenance Bill Hart 
reviewed the proposed 2026 Capital Budget and leasing options to replace a 
service truck and a bucket truck. Other budget items included the replacement of 
substation smart breakers, a failing cable line connected to the Glenarm substation, 
and metering equipment in the Girard and Harvel substations. The proposal 
included a hardened building to relocate critical server and IT assets, with additional 
funds allocated for renovating portions of the west warehouse.  

 CEO Middleton presented a summary of the Energy Omnibus bill or SB 25, noting 
that it has not been signed into law by the Governor, but his signature is expected. 

   Attorneys’ Report 
           There was no report. 

 
President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary, and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for October 2025 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the 
Cooperative’s files. President/CEO Middleton also reviewed the Cooperative 
Communicator Committee Meeting held on November 18, 2025, at RECC headquarters. 
 
AIEC Board Report 
         Mel Repscher gave a summary of the November 13, 2025, AIEC Board Meeting. 

 
Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 
 Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 

members to obtain electric service. 

 Adopted recommendation that the 2024 delinquent accounts were uncollectible. 

 Unanimously adopted revisions proposed to Policy 100.47 Allocation of Capital 
Credits and Policy 100.48 Retirement of Capital Credits. 

 Approved 2026 Capital Budget as proposed and Leases for two bucket trucks.  

 Appointed Andy Goleman as Voting Delegate and CEO Middleton as Alternate for 
the Illinois Cooperative Workers Compensation Group and Rochdale Services, Inc. 

 Approved Apex Wind Auxiliary Power Supply Contract after clearing with legal.  

Meeting Adjourned at 09:55 p.m.  



 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
December 22, 2025 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held December 22, 2025, at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 
p.m., with all members present except for Director Clayton Bloome. Also present were 
President/CEO Sean Middleton; Manager of Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson; 
Manager of Member Services Jeff Lancaster; Manager of Operations Bill Hart; Network 
Administrator Brandon Taylor; Member Services Liaison Julie Waghorn; and Attorney 
Stephen Courtney. 

 
 The minutes of the November 25 Regular Board meeting were approved. 

 Network Administrator Brandon Taylor reviewed a class presented by AIEC on AI 
Safe Practices and informed the Board that RECC is working on a formal AI policy. 

 Dick Beard discussed supply chain opportunities that WESCO can provide if the 
Board elects to move forward with the proposed broadband project. 

 President/CEO Middleton proposed the 2026 Operating Budget with several options 
for Board consideration.  

   Attorneys’ Report 
           There was no report. 

 
President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for November 2025 were reviewed and accepted for placement in 
the Cooperative’s files.  
 
           President/CEO Middleton also reported that: 

 There has not been federal approval of the BEAD Grant, but noted that RECC has 
been provided with a grant manager, and it is believed that final approval could be 
in January. Middleton also reviewed a potential staffing plan for the broadband 
project as well as a map of the Bead Grant build. 

 Numerous articles have been published locally about RECC’s potential data center 
and discussed NextEra’s relationship with Google data centers.  

AIEC Board Report 
         Mel Repscher gave a summary of the November 2025 AIEC Board Meeting. 

 
Voting Delegates and Alternates  
          The Board selected the following Directors to represent the Cooperative:  

 2026 NRECA Annual Meeting:  Chairman Wilcox - Vice-Chairman Bloome 

 2026 NRTC Annual Meeting:  Director Bryan - Director Hart 

 NISC 2026 Annual Membership Meeting:  Director Niemeyer - Director Goleman  

 Federated: Director Goleman – Director Bloome 

 CFC: Director Goleman and Director Bloome 
 
Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 
 Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 

members to obtain electric service. 

 Scheduled the Nominating Committee to meet on Thursday, March 5, 2026, at 6:00 
PM at the Cooperative headquarters.   

 Set the date of January 19, 2026, for the Executive Committee to review and 
discuss potential bylaw revisions. 

 Approved the 2026 Operating Budget, which includes a .0052 PCA.  

Meeting Adjourned at 10:05 p.m.  
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