
 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
January 23, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held January 23, 2024, at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 p.m., 
with all members present. Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; Manager of 
Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson; Manager of Member Services Jeff Lancaster; 
Manager of Operations and Maintenance Tim Hemberger; Network Administrator Brandon 
Taylor; Member Services Liaison Julie Waghorn; and Attorney Jerry Tice. 

 
▪ The minutes of the December 19 Regular Board meeting were approved. 

▪ President/CEO Sean Middleton discussed the Double Black Diamond solar project 
and the possibility of attracting future projects in the Cooperative's service area. 

▪ Director Repscher provided an update on the AEC/IEC PAC formerly known as ACRE. 

▪ Chairman Wilcox and CEO Middleton reviewed the Executive Committee meeting 
held on January 17, 2024, regarding the possibility of amending the Cooperative 
bylaws to accommodate broadband internet service. 

   Attorneys’ Report 
           There was no report. 

 
President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial and 
statistical reports for December 2023 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the 
Cooperative’s files.  
 
AIEC Board Report 
         Mel Repscher gave a summary of the December 21, 2023, AIEC Board Meeting. 

 
Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 

▪ Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 
members to obtain electric service. 

▪ Selected the following members to serve on the 2024 Nominating Committee 
scheduled for February 29, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. at the Cooperative headquarters. 
Members from the three director districts with elections scheduled for this year are: 

 
            District No. 7                             District No. 8                   District No. 9 
 Andy Goleman      Neil Bryan      Cassie Eigenmann 
 
 Kelly Burtle       Ron Davis         Denise Kerhliker 
 493 Dickey Rd                 102 Shady Lane     32795 Otten Rd. 
 Glenarm, IL 62536      Litchfield, IL 62056     Modesto, IL 62667 
 
 Lisa LaRue       Lee (Shirley) Davis     Shawn Cox 
 11180 Catholic Cemetery     17249 E 4th Rd.     1841 Hurricane Timber Ln. 
 Glenarm, IL 62536      Litchfield, IL 62056     Modesto, IL 62667 
 
 Denise Kink       Brett Holliday                Christina Burgess 
 11880 Goneaway Ln      18098 Painter Trl     13461 Stamper Rd. 
 Glenarm, IL 62536      Litchfield, IL 62056     Girard, IL 62640 

Meeting Adjourned at 08:05 p.m.  



 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
February 27, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held February 27, 2024 at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 p.m., 
with all members present. Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; Manager of 
Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson; Manager of Member Services Jeff Lancaster; 
Manager of Operations and Maintenance Tim Hemberger; Network Administrator Brandon 
Taylor; Member Services Liaison Julie Waghorn; and Attorney Jerry Tice. 

 
▪ The minutes of the January 23 Regular Board meeting were approved. 

▪ CEO Middleton reviewed the latest rate increases approved for Ameren Illinois and 
compared Ameren’s current rate structures to those of the Cooperative.  

▪ President/CEO Middleton reviewed the status of the Cooperative’s BEAD Grant 
Application and discussed the potential for broadband internet service in the area.  

▪ Chairman Chris Wilcox and CEO Middleton reviewed the proposed bylaw 
amendments presented by the Executive Committee to accommodate broadband 
internet service in the event the Cooperative engages in that business venture. 

 
   President/CEO’s Report 

 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial and 
statistical reports for January 2024 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the 
Cooperative’s files.  
 
           President/CEO Middleton also reported that: 

▪ RECC employees received a Certificate of Achievement for the 2023 Best Lost Time 
Rate and Travis Boylen received the 2023 individual Safety Leadership Award. 

▪ Manager of Operations & Maintenance Tim Hemberger Travis Boylen attended the 
Auburn High School career fair to discuss the duties and activities of RECC linemen. 

▪ Manager of Member Services Jeff Lancaster and staff hosted the 30th Annual 
Contractors Dinner at Edgewood Golf Course in Auburn. 

▪ Employees donated $310.00 to the Midland Area Food Pantry and RECC matched 
that amount, donating $620.00 to the Kincaid, Bulpitt, and Tovey communities. 

▪ Director Cassie Eigenmann was presented with the Director Gold Certificate. 
 

AIEC Board Report 
         CEO Middleton gave a summary of the February 15, 2024, AIEC Board Meeting. 

 
Meetings and Events  
           The following were reviewed: 
 

▪ RECC Nominating Committee scheduled for February 29, 2024. 

▪ NRECA Power Exchange Conference scheduled for March 3-6, 2024. 

▪ District 9 and CCC meeting to be held March 12, 2024, in Modesto, IL. 

▪ CoBank Regional Meeting scheduled for March 21-22, 2024. 

Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 

▪ Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 
members to obtain electric service. 

▪ Recognized RECC employees for achieving the 2023 Best Lost Time Rate and line 
foreman Travis Boylen for receiving the 2023 individual Safety Leadership award. 

Meeting Adjourned at 10:10 p.m.  



 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
March 26, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held March 26, 2024, at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 p.m., 
with all members present. Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; Manager of 
Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson; Manager of Member Services Jeff Lancaster; 
Manager of Operations and Maintenance Tim Hemberger; Network Administrator Brandon 
Taylor; Member Services Liaison Julie Waghorn; and Attorney Jerry Tice. 

 
▪ The minutes of the February 27 Regular Board meeting were approved. 

▪ Network Administrator Brandon Taylor discussed some of the ways that artificial 
intelligence or AI is being used in the industry and how it could affect cooperatives. 

▪ President/CEO Middleton presented an AIEC survey of the Net Metering/Net Billing 
Policies for Illinois electric cooperatives. 

▪ Chairman Wilcox and CEO Middleton reviewed the Executive Committee’s 
proposed bylaw changes and the Articles of Incorporation amendments that would 
assist the Cooperative in providing broadband service if approved by its members. 

▪ CEO Middleton reviewed financial studies detailing the Cooperative’s electric 
business for the next ten years with scenarios that include a broadband venture. 

   Attorneys’ Report 
           There was no report. 

 
President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for February 2024 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the 
Cooperative’s files.  
 
           President/CEO Middleton also reported: 

▪ The status of the BEAD Grant application and potential for broadband marketing. 

▪ Chris Wilcox was inducted into the Jacksonville Area Chamber Agriculture Hall of Fame. 

▪ RECC Nominating Committee selected Andy Goldman, Neil Bryan, and Cassie 
Eigenmann and noted the petition deadline for other candidates is April 22, 2024. 

▪ Plans are underway for the June 6, 2024, annual meeting at Erin’s Pavilion in 
Springfield and discussed the selection of inspectors for monitoring ballots. 

AIEC Board Report 
         Mel Repscher gave a summary of the March 21, 2024, AIEC Board Meeting. 

 
Meetings and Events  
           The following were reviewed: 

▪ The NRECA Power Exchange Conference held March 3-6, 2024. 

▪ Cooperative Communicators and District 9 meeting held March 12, 2024. 

▪ CoBank Regional Meeting held March 21-22, 2024. 

▪ AIEC Lobby Day scheduled for April 16, 2024. 

▪ NRECA Legislative Conference scheduled for April 21-24, 2024. 

Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 

▪ Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 
members to obtain electric service. 

▪ Rescheduled the August regular board meeting to Monday, August 26, 2024. 

▪ Selected Mel Repscher to serve as voting delegate, and Chris Wilcox as alternate, 
to represent RECC at the 2024 AIEC Annual Meeting. 

▪ Agreed that Cassie Eigenmann will serve as voting delegate, and Neil Bryan as 
alternate, for the NRUCFC Forum and the Federated Annual meetings. 

▪ Adopted a resolution to amend the Cooperative’s Articles of Incorporation, to be 
presented for approval with bylaw amendments at the RECC annual meeting. 

Meeting Adjourned at 09:35 p.m.  



 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
April 23, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held on April 23, 2024, at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 p.m., 
with all members present. Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; Manager of 
Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson; Manager of Member Services Jeff Lancaster; 
Manager of Operations and Maintenance Tim Hemberger; Network Administrator Brandon 
Taylor; Member Services Liaison Julie Waghorn; and Attorney Jerry Tice. 

 
▪ The minutes of the March 26 Regular Board meeting were approved. 

▪ President/CEO Middleton and Manager of Finance and Administration Aubrie 
Megginson reviewed the CFC Financial and Statistical Report Form 7 for 2023. 

▪ CEO Middleton presented a proposal for the Cooperative to obtain Rural Develop-
ment Funds from the USDA, which would be loaned to Sloan Implement Company 
for the development of a John Deere dealership within RECC’s service territory.  

▪ CEO Middleton reviewed proposed legislation being considered in the state of 
Illinois and how it could affect RECC and neighboring electric cooperatives. 

▪ President/CEO Middleton reviewed the status of the BEAD Grant and provided the 
latest results of a broadband fiber marketing survey conducted by the Cooperative.  

▪ CEO Middleton discussed the benefits of having the endorsement of the Springfield 
Sangamon Growth Alliances and its broadband fiber partners in Sangamon County. 

   President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for March 2024 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the 
Cooperative’s files.  
 
           President/CEO Middleton also reported that: 

▪ Director Jimmy Ayers achieved Director Gold status for his continued education. 

▪ Director candidates can file nominating petitions until April 22, 2024. 

▪ RECC Inspectors would be needed for the annual meeting and requested names. 

Meetings and Events  
           The following were reviewed: 
 

▪ Manager’s Meeting held at Norris Electric Cooperative on April 11-12, 2024. 

▪ AIEC Lobby Day held at the state capital on April 16, 2024. 

▪ Tour of the NISC headquarters on April 17, 2024. 

Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 

▪ Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 
members to obtain electric service. 

▪ Approved the Financial and Statistical Report Form 7 for the 2023 year. 

▪ Unanimously agreed to obtain funds from the United States Department of 
Agriculture to facilitate a rural development loan with Sloan Implement Company for 
the development of a John Deere dealership in the rural Edinburg area. 

▪ Agreed to apply for an endorsement of the Springfield Sangamon Growth Alliance 
to support the Cooperative’s broadband fiber efforts within Sangamon County. 

▪ Selected Thursday, June 12, 2025, as the date for RECC’s 88th annual meeting.   

Meeting Adjourned at 08:35 p.m.  



 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
May 28, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held May 28, 2024, at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 p.m., 
with all members present. Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; Manager of 
Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson; Manager of Member Services Jeff Lancaster; 
Network Administrator Brandon Taylor; Member Services Liaison Julie Waghorn; and 
Attorney Jerry Tice. 

 
▪ The minutes of the April 18 Regular Board meeting were approved. 

▪ Network Administrator Brandon Taylor discussed a Federated Insurance Exchange 
publications regarding various cybercrimes the cooperatives have experienced. 

▪ Kevin S. Kelso, CPA, P.C., P.A. of Kelso Lynch P.C., P.A. reviewed the 
Cooperative’s audit report for the calendar year ending December 31, 2023. 

▪ President/CEO Middleton and Manager of Member Services Jeff Lancaster 
reviewed plans for the annual meeting to be held at Erin’s Pavilion. 

▪ CEO Middleton reviewed the BEAD Grant application process and noted that the 
date for submitting the application had not been determined. He also announced 
that the Cooperative’s proposal received a letter of support from Morgan County. 

   Attorneys’ Report 
           Attorney Jerry Tice reported he would begin the process of transferring his duties 
as the Cooperative Attorney to an attorney of the Cooperative’s choosing. 

 
President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for April 2024 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the 
Cooperative’s files.  
 
           President/CEO Middleton also reported that: 

▪ A resolution is required for the Cooperative to obtain Rural Development Funds 
from the USDA, which would be loaned to Sloan Implement Company for the 
development of a John Deere dealership within RECC’s service territory.  

▪ The Cooperative has been utilizing additional software applications and technology 
products offered by the National Information Services Cooperative or NISC . 

▪ RECC received an award for the 2023 Best Lost Time Rate and the NRECA 
certificate for participating in the Rural Electric Safety Achievement Program. 

▪ The Cooperative provided four linemen and equipment to assist Carroll Electric Co-
op in Berryville, Arkansas to restore power lost due to the May 27, 2024, storms. 

▪ The Cooperative Balloon Associates has decided to dissolve as of December 31, 
2024, noting that 10 Illinois Cooperatives created the CBA for marketing purposes. 

 
AIEC Board Report 
         CEO Middleton gave a summary of the May 16, 2024, AIEC Board Meeting. 

 
Meetings and Events  
           The following were reviewed: 

▪ NRECA Legislative Conference held April 21-24, 2024. 

▪ CFC Forum & Federated Annual Meeting scheduled for June 17-19, 2024. 

▪ CoBank Energy Director’s Conference scheduled for July 17-19, 2024. 

Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 

▪ Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 
members to obtain electric service. 

▪ Affirmed resolution agreeing to obtain funds from the United States Department of 
Agriculture to facilitate a rural development loan with Sloan Implement Company for 
the development of a John Deere dealership in the rural Edinburg area. 

▪ Accepted the Audit Report prepared by Kelso Lynch, P.C., P.A. for 2023. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 10:05 p.m.  



 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
June 25, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held June 25, 2024, at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 p.m., 
with all members present except for Andy Goleman, who attended by video conferencing. 
Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; Manager of Member Services Jeff 
Lancaster; Manager of Operations and Maintenance Tim Hemberger; Network 
Administrator Brandon Taylor; Member Services Liaison Julie Waghorn; and Attorney 
Stephen Courtney. 

 
▪ The minutes of the May 28 Regular Board meeting and the June 8 Post Annual 

Meeting were approved. 

▪ Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives representatives Nick Reitz and Baylee 
Flowers reviewed legal issues confronting Illinois electric cooperatives and the 
relationships that the AIEC has developed with various levels of government. 

▪ President/CEO Sean Middleton reviewed the status of the proposed Franchise 
Agreement between the Cooperative and the Village of Edinburg. 

▪ CEO Middleton reviewed the Cooperative’s BEAD Grant Application, noting that the 
deadline for filing a pre-application is July 9, 2024. 

President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for May 2024 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the 
Cooperative’s files.  
 
           President/CEO Middleton also reported that: 

▪ The Family Fund is requesting charitable donations for electric cooperative 
employees whose untimely deaths leave behind families with minor children. 

▪ A list of auditing firms will be available for consideration at the July board meeting. 

▪ RECC’s 2024 Annual Meeting recorded 158 members registered in person and two 
others registered by proxy, totaling 160 or 3.37% of the Cooperative’s membership. 

▪ Ameren has completed the transmission service study for a data center located in 
the Cooperative’s service territory, but the project is still in the developmental stage 

 
AIEC Board Report 
         Director Mel Repscher gave a summary of the June 20, 2024, AIEC Board Meeting. 

 
Meetings and Events  
           The following were reviewed: 

▪ CFC Forum & Federated Annual Meeting held June 17-19, 2024. 

▪ CoBank Energy Director’s Conference scheduled for July 17-19, 2024. 

▪ AIEC Annual Meeting is set for July 31-August 2, 2024. 

▪ NextEra Customer Appreciation meeting scheduled for August 22, 2024. 

▪ NRECA Region 5 & 6 Meeting scheduled for September 16-18, 2024. 

Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 

▪ Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 
members to obtain electric service. 

▪ Re-elected Chris Wilcox as Board Chairman and Clayton Bloome as Vice Chairman.  

▪ Re-elected Jimmy Ayres as Secretary/Treasurer and Garry Niemeyer as Assistant 
Secretary/Treasurer. 

▪ Selected Director Niemeyer to serve as voting delegate and Director Hart as 
alternate for the NRECA Regions 5 and 6 meeting on September 15-16, 2024. 

Meeting Adjourned at 09:00 p.m.  



 

Member & Public Relations & Marketing: 
Clayton Bloome – Chairman 
Thomas Hart 
Cassie Eigenmann 
 
 
Finance, Audit, Rate & Planning: 
Gary Niemeyer – Chairman 
Andy Goleman  
Melvin Repscher 

 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
July 23, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held July 23, 2024, at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 p.m., 
with all members present except for Andy Goleman, who attended by video conferencing. 
Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; Manager of Finance & Administration 
Aubrie Megginson; Manager of Member Services Jeff Lancaster; Manager of Operations 
and Maintenance Tim Hemberger; Member Services Liaison Julie Waghorn; and Attorney 
Jerry Tice. 

 
▪ The minutes of the June 25 Regular Board meeting were approved. 

▪ President/CEO Sean Middleton discussed the concept of virtual power plants, 
explaining how electric generation, consumption, and storage could be calculated or 
tabulated as a commodity and its potential to alter future demand.   

▪ President/CEO Middleton presented a list of accounting firms qualified to conduct 
the Cooperative’s Annual Audit and complete annual tax filing requirements. 
Proposals were presented by LWG CPAs; Kerber, Eck, Braeckel, LLP; Forvis 
Mazars LLP; and Kelso Lynch, PC PA for review. LWG’s Earl Ridden III was 
scheduled to speak to the Board but had to cancel due to a scheduling conflict. 

▪ CEO Middleton and Manager of Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson 
evaluated the 2024 Key Ratio Trend Analysis for the Cooperative’s financials in 
comparison to other Illinois and U.S. cooperatives. 

▪ President/CEO Middleton reviewed the Cooperative’s BEAD Grant Application, 

noting that the cooperative staff filed a pre-application on July 8, 2024 
    

President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for June 2024 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the 
Cooperative’s files.  
 
           President/CEO Middleton also reported that: 

▪ Discussions are ongoing with Swift Energy’s Double Black Diamond Data Center. 

▪ Federated Insurance’s Rusty Edicott spoke with a group of Cooperative employees 
about the necessity of following proper procedure when investigating an accident.  

▪ Two RECC linemen assisted Corn Belt Electric Cooperative by restoring power to 
members in Princeton, Illinois, after a July 5, 2024 storm. 

Attorney’s Report 
         Attorney Tice noted that CEO Middleton will meet with Attorney Steven Courtney 
regarding his interest in serving as the Cooperative’s attorney. 

 
Meetings and Events  
           The following were reviewed: 

▪ CoBank Energy Director’s Conference held July 17-19, 2024 

▪ AIEC Annual meeting scheduled for July 31-August 2, 2024. 

▪ Cooperative Communicators meeting scheduled for August 7, 2024. 

▪ NRECA Region 5 & 6 meeting on September 16-18, 2024. 

Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 

▪ Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 
members to obtain electric service. 

▪ Unanimously approved the Franchise Agreement presented by the Village of 
Edinburg and updated RECC’s Policy 100.5 to include the Village of Edinburg. 

▪ Agreed to retain the services of Kelso Lynch PC, PA for two years, which authorizes 
the accounting firm to perform the Cooperative’s Annual Audit for 2024 and 2025. 

▪ Chairman Wilcox appointed Directors to the following Committees for 2024-2025: 
 
 Executive Committee: 
 Chris Wilcox – Chairman 
 Clayton Bloome – Vice Chairman 
  Jimmy Ayers – Secretary/Treasurer 
 Garry Niemeyer – Asst. Secretary/Treasurer 
 
 Operations Committee: 
 Jimmy Ayers – Chairman 
 Chris Wilcox 
 Neil Bryan 
 
  

Meeting Adjourned at 09:00 p.m.  



 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
August 26, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held August 26, 2024, at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 p.m., 
with all members present. Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; Manager of 
Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson; Manager of Operations and Maintenance Tim 
Hemberger; Network Administrator Brandon Taylor; Member Services Liaison Julie 
Waghorn; and Attorney Jerry Tice. 

 
▪ The minutes of the July 23 Regular Board meeting were approved. 

▪ Network Administrator Brandon Taylor discussed the CrowdStrike cyber outage. 

▪ President/CEO Middleton reviewed the progress of the Cooperative’s BEAD Grant 
application, noting that the Macoupin, Morgan, and Christian County boards have 
submitted letters of support. Middleton opined that the time for submitting the 
Cooperative’s grant application is anticipated to be October 2024. 

▪ CEO Middleton discussed the potential for high-voltage transmission lines 
extending through the Cooperative’s service territory, the approval process, and the 
court-ordered reversal of the Illinois Commerce Commission, which permitted the 
800-mile Grain Belt Express line. 

▪ President /CEO Middleton discussed a proposal from NextEra Energy to provide 
power to RECC for a data center near the Black Diamond Solar Farm. The proposal 
includes a two-and-a-half-year extension of the Co-op’s wholesale power contract 
with exposure to energy-market pricing during the final years of the agreement.   

   Attorneys’ Report 
           There was no report.  

 
President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for July 2024 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the 
Cooperative’s files.  
 
           President/CEO Middleton also reported that: 

▪ Co-op Community Grants were awarded to North Mac, Franklin, and Panhandle 
School Districts.  

▪ Cooperative employees and their families participated in the Waverly parade. 

▪ Former RECC Director Ted Dowson, who served from 1993 to 2014, passed away. 

▪ Legislative visits were held with Congresswoman Nikki Budzinski and Illinois State 
Senator Steve McClure. 

 
AIEC Board Report 
         Mel Repscher gave a summary of the August 15, 2024, AIEC Board Meeting. 

 
Meetings and Events  
           The following were reviewed: 

▪ AIEC Annual meeting held July 31 - August 2, 2024. 

▪ Cooperative Communicators met on August 7, 2024, at the Topp Hat in Girard. 

▪ NextEra Customer Appreciation Meeting held on August 22, 2024. 

▪ NRECA Region 5 & 6 meeting scheduled for September 16-18, 2024. 

Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 

▪ Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 
members to obtain electric service. 

▪ Agreed to retain the law firm of Grosboll, Tice, Barr & Courtney, selecting Attorney 
Stephen Courtney as Cooperative counsel and Attorney Tice as assistant counsel. 

Meeting Adjourned at 09:30 p.m.  



 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
September 24, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held September 24, 2024 at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 
p.m., with all members present. Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; 
Manager of Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson; Manager of Member Services 
Jeff Lancaster; Manager of Operations and Maintenance Tim Hemberger; Network 
Administrator Brandon Taylor; Member Services Liaison Julie Waghorn; and Attorney 
Stephen Courtney. 

 
▪ The minutes of the August 26, 2024, Regular Board meeting were approved. 

▪ Network Administrator Brandon Taylor discussed the latest updates to the 
Cooperative’s answering service for after-hours calls. 

▪ President /CEO Middleton reviewed RECC’s residential rate structure and 
compared them to other Illinois electric cooperatives. 

▪ CEO Middleton proposed updates required for the RECC Substance Abuse Policy. 

▪ President /CEO Middleton discussed the progress of the Cooperative’s BEAD grant 
application, timeline, and potential for eligibility. 

▪ Manager of Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson and CEO Middleton 
presented multiple options for retiring Capital Credit Equity in 2024.  

▪ President /CEO Middleton reviewed NextEra’s proposal to provide electric power for 
the Cooperative to serve Swift Energy Double Black Diamond Data Center. 

   Attorneys’ Report 
           There was no report. 
 
President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for August 2024 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the 
Cooperative’s files.  
 
           President/CEO Middleton also reported that: 

▪ Advocacy groups have surveyed cooperative websites and created a scorecard 
system to rate electric co-ops on their preferred criteria.  

▪ RECC linemen and staff received training to prepare and submit work orders. 

▪ Co-op employees and their families participated in Auburn and Virden parades. 
 

AIEC Board Report 
         There was no report.  

 
Meetings and Events  
           The following were reviewed: 

▪ Legislative visit with Nikki Budzinski. 

▪ NRECA Regions 5 & 6 Meeting held September 16-18, 2024. 

Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 

▪ Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 
members to obtain electric service. 

▪ Agreed unanimously to retire $250,000 of Capital Credit Equity from 1993 and 
distribute the allocations to the membership in October 2024.  

▪ Unanimously approved changes to Cooperative’s Substance Abuse Policy 20.18. 

Meeting Adjourned at 08:45 p.m.  



 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
October 22, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held October 22, 2024, at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 p.m., 
with all members present. Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; Manager of 
Member Services Jeff Lancaster; Manager of Operations and Maintenance Tim 
Hemberger; Network Administrator Brandon Taylor; and Attorney Jerry Tice. 

 
▪ The minutes of the September 24 Regular Board meeting were approved. 

▪ Network Administrator Brandon Taylor discussed AIEC cyber security programs. 

▪ President/CEO Middleton proposed changes to RECC’s Work Week Policy 120.3, 
changing the Co-op’s working hours on Monday – Friday to 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

▪ CEO Middleton presented the 2023 IRS Form 990 prepared by cooperative’s 
auding firm Kelso Lynch, P.C., P.A.  

▪ Manager of Operations & Maintenance Tim Hemberger explained that RECC had 
provided equipment and eight linemen to Planters Electric Membership Corp. and 
Jefferson Energy Cooperative in Georgia to restore power after hurricane Helene. 

   Attorneys’ Report 
           There was no report. 

 
President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for September 2024 were reviewed and accepted for placement in 
the Cooperative’s files.  
 
           President/CEO Middleton also reported that: 

 
▪ Timetables were being updated for the BEAD Grant application process.  

▪ Discussions continued between RECC, NextEra, Ameren, and MISO to provide 
electric power to the Swift Energy Double Black Diamond Data Center. 

 
AIEC Board Report 
         Mel Repscher gave a summary of the October 17, 2024, AIEC Board Meeting. 

 
Meetings and Events  
           The following were reviewed: 

▪ Cooperatives Communicators Committee scheduled for November 19, 2024. 

▪ Director Tour of the Swift Energy Solar Farm on November 4, 2024. 

▪ NRECA Directors Conference scheduled for January 25-28, 2025.  

▪ Strategic Planning Retreat scheduled for January 15-17, 2025.  

▪ NextEra Energy and Cooperative Summit scheduled for February 9-12, 2025.  

Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 

▪ Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 
members to obtain electric service. 

▪ Reviewed the 2023 Form 990 as required and accepted the 2023 IRS tax return. 

▪ Agreed to renew annual membership in the Springfield Sangamon Growth Alliance. 

▪ Rescheduled the January 28, 2025, regular board meeting to January 23, 2025.  

▪ Revised RECC Policy 120.3, changing the work week hours to 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday – Friday with a twenty-minute paid lunch break.  

▪ Unanimously adopted resolution expressing gratitude and appreciation to RECC 
linemen for their efforts to restore power after hurricane Helene.  

▪ Approved wage and salary adjustments for RECC employees and President/CEO. 

Meeting Adjourned at 10:00 p.m.  



 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
November 26, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience Co-

operative Co. was held November 26, 2024, at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 p.m., 
with all members present. Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; Manager of 
Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson; Manager of Member Services Jeff Lancaster; 
Manager of Operations and Maintenance Tim Hemberger; Network Administrator Brandon 
Taylor; Member Services Liaison Julie Waghorn; Senior Member Accounts Representative 
Shelley Barnes; and Attorney Stephen Courtney. 

 
▪ The minutes of the October 22, 2024, Regular Board meeting were approved. 

▪ Sr. Member Accounts Representative Shelly Barnes presented the delinquent 
accounts recommended to be written off for 2023. The total amount was $2,746.52  
or .02% and the staff will continue to pursue collections unless prohibited by law. 

▪ President/CEO Middleton and Manager of Operations and Maintenance Tim 
Hemberger reviewed the proposed 2025 Capital Budget and Truck Leasing Program. 
The proposal included the replacement of two bucket trucks and a Vactron machine. 
Cybersecurity upgrades, substation equipment, and warehouse improvements were 
also presented to the Board for consideration.  

▪ CEO Middleton gave an update on the BEAD Grant application, noting that additional 
areas within RECC’s service territory have become eligible for broadband grants, 
requiring maps to be redrawn and another delay in the application process. 

▪ President/CEO Middleton reviewed a 2024 Energy Report that discussed the power 
demands of Data Centers and updated ongoing negotiations with NextEra, Ameren, 
and MISO to provide service to the proposed Swift Energy D.B.D. Data Center. 

   Attorneys’ Report 
           There was no report.  

 
President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public Relations, 
Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial and statistical 
reports for October 2024 were reviewed and accepted for placement in the Cooperative’s 
files.  
 
           President/CEO Middleton also reported that: 

▪ The Cooperative received an ASCI score of 88 and a CAPS score of 92 from RECC 
members who participated in the 2024 Membership Satisfaction Survey. 

▪ October’s safety meeting featured an active shooter presentation. 

▪ The Illinois Office of Broadband toured RECC’s headquarters and warehouse facilities. 

▪ Co-op directors and staff toured the Double Black Diamond Swift Energy Solar Farm. 
 

AIEC Board Report 
         Mel Repscher summarized the November 14, 2024, AIEC Board Meeting. 

 
Meetings and Events  
           The following were reviewed: 

▪ Cooperative Communicators Committee meeting held on November 19, 2024. 

▪ Strategic Planning Retreat scheduled for January 15-17, 2025. 

▪ NextEra Energy Summit, NRECA Directors Conference and NRECA PowerXchange. 

Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 

▪ Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 
members to obtain electric service. 

▪ Adopted recommendation that 2022 delinquent accounts were uncollectible. 

▪ Approved 2025 Capital Budget, leases for two bucket trucks and Vactron machine. 

▪ Appointed Andy Goleman as Voting Delegate and CEO Middleton as Alternate for the 
Illinois Cooperative Workers Compensation Group and Rochdale Services, Inc. 

Meeting Adjourned at 09:00 p.m.  



 

RECC Regular Board Meeting 
December 17, 2024 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co. was held December 17, 2024 at the Cooperative headquarters at 6:30 
p.m., with all members present. Also present were President/CEO Sean Middleton; 
Manager of Finance & Administration Aubrie Megginson; Manager of Member Services 
Jeff Lancaster; Manager of Operations and Maintenance Tim Hemberger; Network 
Administrator Brandon Taylor; Member Services Liaison Julie Waghorn; and Attorney 
Stephen Courtney. 

 
▪ The minutes of the November 26 Regular Board meeting were approved. 

▪ Network Administrator Brandon Taylor discussed RECC’s technology priorities.  

▪ President/CEO Middleton reviewed the Cooperative’s 2025 Operating Budget and 
Manager of Finance and Administration Aubrie Megginson discussed the revenue 
projections and expenses for 2025.  

▪ CEO Middleton and Aubrie Megginson presented a review of the Cooperative’s 
WDWS/NITS charges for 2022, 2023, and 2024. 

▪ President/CEO Middleton informed the Board that Wave 1 of the BEAD Grant 
applications will open on February 7, 2025, and extend through March 13, 2025. 

▪ CEO Middleton reviewed the contractual relationships between RECC, NextEra, 
Ameren, and MISO regarding the Swift Energy Double Black Diamond Data Center. 

   Attorneys’ Report 
           There was no report.  

 
President/CEO’s Report 
 CEO Middleton reviewed the following reports which had either been mailed or 
distributed to all directors and our attorney: Job Training and Safety, Meters and Outages, 
Operations and Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, Member and Public 
Relations, Cash Flow, Cash Disbursements Summary and Check Listing. The financial 
and statistical reports for November 2024 were reviewed and accepted for placement in 
the Cooperative’s files.  
 
           President/CEO Middleton also reported that: 

▪ Jefferson Energy Cooperative approved a resolution to express its appreciation for 
the RECC linemen who assisted with the restoration efforts after Hurricane Helene. 

▪ Cooperative Balloon Associates or CBA will end operations on December 31, 2024.  

▪ The Cooperative’s employee medical insurance provider will switch from Blue Cross 
Blue Shield to United Healthcare in 2025. 

 
AIEC Board Report 
         There was no report. 

 
Meetings and Events  
           The following were reviewed: 

▪ Strategic Planning Retreat scheduled for January 15-17, 2025. 

▪ CNRECA Directors Conference scheduled for January 25-28, 2025. 

▪ NextEra Energy Power & Cooperative Summit scheduled for February 9-12, 2025. 

▪ NRECA PowerXchange scheduled for March 9-12, 2025. 

▪ CoBank Central Customer Meeting scheduled for March 27-28, 2025. 

Voting Delegates and Alternates 
          The Board selected the following Directors to represent the Cooperative:  

▪ 2025 NRECA Annual Meeting:  Chairman Wilcox - Vice-Chairman Bloome 

▪ 2025 NRTC Annual Meeting:  Director Bryan - Director Hart 

▪ NISC 2025 Annual Membership Meeting:  Director Niemeyer - Director Goleman  
 
Board Action 
 The Board acted on the following: 
 

▪ Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership for new or existing 
members to obtain electric service. 

▪ Approved the 2025 RECC Operating Budget with no changes to member rates.  

▪ Agreed that the Nominating Committee would meet on March 6, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. 

▪ Rescheduled the August 26th regular board meeting to August 25, 2025, the 
September 23rd regular board meeting to September 22, 2025, and the December 
23rd regular board meeting to December 22, 2025. 

▪ Scheduled RECC Executive Committee meeting on January 21, 2025, to review 
and recommend if any changes are needed to the Cooperative’s bylaws. 

▪ Granted President/CEO Middleton the authority to negotiate Interconnection 
Agreements with Ameren and Swift Current Energy. 

Meeting Adjourned at 08:40 p.m.  


