
Co-op Community Grants for wireless mics and coats

Auburn Helping Hands purchased coats for several 
families this winter. Pictured are Izzy & Ally Finley 
and Lyvee & Jaiymie Finley.

 Pawnee School received a Co-op 
Community Grant to purchase 
wireless microphones. Debbie Copp 
provided these photos of her stu-
dents wearing the mics and the entire 

cast of “Father of the Bride.” She says 
they were also used during tech week, and 

everyone was thankful to receive the grant.
 With matching funds from CoBank’s 
Sharing Success program, RECC was able 
to award $5,000 grants to schools in Ball-
Chatham, Edinburg and Pawnee. Auburn 
Helping Hands also received a $5,000 grant, 
bringing total contributions to $20,000 this 
year. Congratulations to all!

 Pawnee School received a Co-op 
Community Grant to purchase 
wireless microphones. Debbie Copp 
provided these photos of her stu-
dents wearing the mics and the entire 

cast of “Father of the Bride.” She says 
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Contractor Dinner returns for 2022

 After a one-year absence, the 28th 
Annual Contractors Dinner was held 
at Edgewood Golf Club in Auburn. 
Local contractors were able to hear 
what the cooperative does for its 
members and some of the challenges 
facing rural communities. Passed or 
pending state and federal regula-
tions were discussed, along with 
potential impacts they may have on 
providing electrical service to RECC 
members. Other topics included the 
e� ects of member generated solar, 
electri� cation of vehicles (EVs) and 

the industry’s e� orts to prepare for a 
future without fossil fuels.
 RECC o� ers a special thanks to 
the contractors who attended this 
year. The cooperative appreciates 
their commitment and the service 
they provide to our members. The 
2022 attendees included: Snell 
Enterprise Plumbing and Heating, 
Rettberg’s Inc., McNeely Electric, 
Two Toms Services, Weldon Ladage 
Construction, Craig Ladage Builders, 
Je�  Tuxhorn Construction, and con-
tractor Phill Prill.

is Sunday, 
May 8thOur office will be closed 

on Monday, May 30th for 
Memorial Day
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Electric dryer and range outlets
 If you live in an older home, your electric range and dryer outlets will likely have three prongs. In 1996, the 
National Electric Code (NEC) mandated that all 240-volt outlets installed in new construction have four prongs. 
Both con� gurations are still considered safe, but outlets with four prongs provide a little more protection 
because the ground and neutral terminals are separate. This is the main reason that 240-volt appliances are sold 
without cords, allowing the homeowner to match the plug end to the existing outlet in the home.

How well do you know your receptacles?

Ground Fault
Circuit Interrupter

Arc Fault
Circuit Interrupter

Tamper
Resistant Outlet

Prevents electrical shock by detecting 
variations in current.

Install in areas where water and 
electricity are in close proximity.

Test outlets with GFCIs monthly; if 
they don’t work properly, consult 
your electrician.

Prevents electrical fires caused by arc
flash. Usually installed by an electrician.

An arc is an electrical discharge that 
can cause intense heat or light. 

It interrupts the circuit when it detects 
an arc or other abnormalities in the 
flow of electricity.

Prevents shocks caused by tampering 
with an outlet.

The protective shutters are designed to 
move when a plug is correctly inserted. 

Became part of the National Electrical 
Code in 2008; if your home does not 
have these, install childproof devices.  

WATT’S THE DIFFERENCE?
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NEMA 10-30 AMPS

DRYER – OLD DRYER – NEW RANGE – OLD RANGE – NEW

NEMA 14-30 AMPS NEMA 10-50 AMPS NEMA 14-50 AMPS

240
Volts
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Staying safe inside

 Have a quali� ed electrician check for hazards if you notice dimming lights, siz-
zling noises, burning plastic smells, warm or scorched cover plates, or frequent 
tripping circuit breakers.

 When working with electrical equipment inside the house or shop, be aware 
that electrical equipment can spark when � ammable vapors, gases or dust are 
present.

 Do not overstretch a cord or use frayed or damaged cords.

 During storms, lightning can enter homes through corded phones, televisions, 
radios or computers. Lightning can also travel through plumbing, so do not 
take a bath, shower or wash dishes when you see lightning. If possible, unplug 
appliances and electronics before the storm, including cell phones charging via 
electricity. Surges caused by lightning can damage electronics and appliances.

Safety tips for Electrical Safety Month
Staying safe on the road

 If you see a downed power line, call 911 to report it and stay in your car. You 
cannot tell by looking or listening if the power line is deenergized. Wait in your 
vehicle until an electric utility crew member says it is safe to get out.

 Do not drive over a downed power line. Doing so could cause a domino e� ect 
and bring down other lines, poles and equipment.

 The only time you should exit is if your vehicle or cab is on � re. If this is the case, 
make a solid jump from the car or cab without touching it, landing with both 
feet together. Then, hop away with your feet together as far as you can.

Staying safe outside

 Keep at least 10 feet away from overhead power lines. Keep any items you are 
carrying or using, such as long poles or other extended equipment, 10 feet 
away from power lines at all times.

 Make sure all outside outlets are ground-fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) 
protected.

 Before digging, call 811 to locate underground services such as electric, gas, 
water, sewer and other lines that bring services indoors. Besides the dangers 
of coming in contact with a gas or electric line, � nes due to damage are the 
responsibility of the homeowner. Privately owned lines and systems will not 
be marked by the free service and can be marked by calling your local utility 
company.

 When you see lightning, take shelter inside an enclosed building or a hard-
topped vehicle for protection. Stay away from high places, and do not take 
shelter under an isolated tree. No place outside is safe. Stay away from items 
that conduct electricity, such as metal fences. If you are swimming or in a hot 
tub, get out. Water is an electrical conductor that is dangerous during a storm.
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Payment Options
• At our o�  ce front desk or outside 

drop-box
• Mail to: PO Box 19, Auburn IL 

62615
• Set up recurring bank draft or 

credit card payments
• Online, with Pay Now from our 

website
• Use SmartHub portal, online 

or mobile app
• By phone to our o�  ce, using 

credit card or checking account
• By phone using automated 

payment (217) 438-6197

See our web page for monthly 
Board meeting reports.
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