
Free popcorn bags available for school concessions in 2022
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Our offi  ce will    be closed on Friday, April 15 to celebrate Easter

Honey Bend substation fails
 On Feb. 20, the transformer in 

the Honey Bend substation failed. 

Line crews back-fed the electricity 

from neighboring substations to 

restore power as quickly as possible. 

Since our spare transformer was still 

energizing the Girard substation, 

an additional transformer had to 

be acquired. Fortunately, M.J.M. 

Cooperative in Carlinville had a refur-

bished 5kV that was compatible with 

our substation and agreed to loan it 

to RECC until a replacement arrives. 

M.J.M.’s transformer was installed Feb. 

24, and all power was returned to the 

normal feeds. New transformers have 

been ordered for Honey Bend and 

Girard substations and should arrive 

later this year. Once again, we thank 

M.J.M. Cooperative for its generosity 

in our time of need.

Transformer replacement will complete system upgrade
 RECC has owned and maintained its nine substations 

and 22.5 miles of transmission line since 2008. During that 

time, extensive upgrades have been made to the equip-

ment and the transmission line that feeds the Glenarm 

substation. Maintaining transmission lines and keeping 

their right-of-ways clear has been an ongoing battle, but 

an aggressive maintenance schedule has decreased line 

contacts with trees and improved reliability. 

 Substations contain a lot of valuable equipment, 

including the transformers, which are the heart of the 

electrical distribution system. Unfortunately, they are 

expensive, and replacing serviceable transformers is not 

cost prohibitive. Therefore, upgrades are made by attrition. 

 Seven of RECC’s nine substations have had their trans-

formers replaced in the last 13 years. In 2022, the remain-

ing two failed. Once their replacements are installed, all 

nine substations will have newly upgraded transformers. 

The old transformers will be refurbished and available in 

case a spare is needed. While there are no guarantees on 

the longevity of electrical equipment, transformers have a 

life expectancy of 25-30 years.
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Candidates chosen for upcoming election
 The RECC Nominating Committee met 

on March 3, 2022 and has chosen candi-

dates for the board of directors in Districts 1, 

2 and 3 in elections to be held at this year’s 

annual meeting. The committee nominated 

the three incumbent directors who are 

seeking re-election in their districts for 

three-year terms. They are:

District 1

Clayton Bloome

4935 E. Divernon Rd.

Pawnee, IL 62558

District 2

Chris Wilcox

744 Duewer Rd. 

Waverly, IL 62692 

District 3

Jimmy Ayers

8640 Cardinal Hill Rd.

Rochester, IL 62563

 The nominations have been posted 

at the Auburn offi  ce, as stipulated in the 

co-op’s bylaws. Other candidates may be 

named by petition for a district, signed 

by 15 or more members in that district. 

Petition forms are available from the co-op 

offi  ce in Auburn and must be returned by 

May 10 (30 days before the annual meeting, 

which is scheduled for June 9). Any persons 

nominated by petition will be included 

in the 2022 Annual Meeting Notice, to be 

printed in the June edition of the Illinois 

Country Living magazine. Biographical 

information and a statement from each 

candidate will also be printed in the notice. 

Thank you to these members for their time 

and interest in the cooperative’s election 

process, and to the candidates who are 

willing to work for the benefi t of all RECC 

member- owners!

What is expected of a co-op director?
 Your board of directors is chosen 

through elections each year at the 

annual meeting. Each of the nine di-

rectors is elected by majority vote for a 

three-year term. Terms are staggered; 

three directors are elected one year, 

three directors the next year and three 

the third year.

 Before each annual meeting of the 

members, a nine-member nominating 

committee is appointed. The commit-

tee consists of three members from 

each district where a vacancy on the 

board of directors is to be fi lled. This 

committee meets and prepares a list 

of nominees before the annual meet-

ing. Nominations for a district candi-

date may also be made by petition, 

signed by 15 or more members in that 

district. Petition forms are available 

from the co-op offi  ce and must be 

returned by May 10th; 30 days before 

the June 9th Annual Meeting.

Following is a list of the minimum requirements:

• Directors must receive electric service from Rural electric Convenience Cooperative at their 

primary residence. They pay the same rates for electric service and follow the same policies as all 

other members. They are not eligible to serve on the board if they have any confl icting business 

interests.

• Your board of directors meets regularly on the fourth Tuesday of each month at the headquarters 

in Auburn. Directors are expected to attend all regular monthly board meetings, usually begin-

ning at 7 p.m. (or 6 p.m. during winter months).

• Directors attend all special board meetings, committee meetings, and Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative’s annual meeting. Directors should also attempt to attend one National Rural Electric 

Cooperative Association (NRECA) meeting or director’s conference every year.

• Other meetings directors attend include one and two-day educational seminars. Directors are 

encouraged to complete their NRECA Credentialed Cooperative Director’s Certifi cate during their 

fi rst term (3 years).

• Directors receive a $150 per diem ($250 if a director has completed Credentialed Cooperative 

Director training or $350 with Board Leadership Credential). They receive the IRS mileage allow-

ance for attendance of cooperative meetings and expenses when traveling on co-op business.

• Directors spend 23–35 days each year representing Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative.

• A director represents all members of Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative, not a geographic 

region.

• This board establishes the basic business policies, the same as the board of directors of any 

other corporation. The board employs a President/CEO, who is responsible for all the operational 

details.

Nominating committee members are (left to right) Vince Fisher, Dale 

Fesser, Joe Coff ey, Jarrad Colwell, Rodney Bourne, Patricia Whalen, Gary 

Dunkirk, Miranda Langen and Kevin Duewer.
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Board of Directors
Mel Repscher, Chairman

Chris Wilcox, Vice Chairman

Clayton Bloome, Secretary/Treasurer

Jimmy L. Ayers, Asst. Sec.-Treasurer

Cassie L. Eigenmann

Andy Goleman

Thomas Hart

Garry Niemeyer

Lou Weitekamp

President/CEO

David Stuva

Editor
Jeff  Lancaster

3973 W. State Route 104

P.O. Box 19 • Auburn, IL 62615

(217) 438-6197

e-mail: recc@recc.coop

www.recc.coop 

Payment Options

• At our offi  ce front desk or outside 

drop-box

• Mail to: PO Box 19, Auburn IL 

62615

• Set up recurring bank draft or 

credit card payments

• Online, with Pay Now from our 

website

• Use SmartHub portal, online 

or mobile app

• By phone to our offi  ce, using 

credit card or checking account

• By phone using automated 

payment (217) 438-6197

See our web page for monthly 
Board meeting reports.
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