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 The Girard substation trans-
former had a catastrophic failure 
on Monday morning Dec. 20, 2021. 
Fletcher Reinhardt technicians 
con� rmed that the transformer had 
an internal short and would need 
to be replaced or refurbished. While 
replacement options were being 
explored, RECC crews used all avail-
able means to restore substation 
power without jeopardizing the 
integrity of the entire system.
 RECC linemen were able to back 
feed several lines and divert the 
substation’s load to other substa-
tions. This is a standard procedure, 
but only a temporary method 
for restoring power quickly, says 
Manager of Operations and 
Maintenance Tim Hemberger. Back 
feeding is not a permanent solution 

and the recon� gured power lines 
couldn’t sustain the capacity 
needed to get through this winter. 
The colder temperatures will even-
tually increase demand and place 
additional strain on the remaining 
substations.
 Fortunately, the co-op had a 
spare transformer stored behind 
the warehouse in Auburn. The 
transformer was recently removed 
from another substation but 
maintained and serviced regularly 
for situations like this. Hemberger 
quickly prepared for the installation 
process. North American Substation 
Services came up from St. Louis to 
check the spare transformer’s wind-
ings, gas levels, moisture content, 
winding insulation and voltage. 
Within three days, the transformer 

was ready to be energized and 
placed back into service. A crane 
and trailer were scheduled to 
transport the 32,500-pound unit 
to the Girard substation. On Jan. 5, 
the spare transformer was installed 
and all loads were returned to their 
normal feed. The spare transformer 
will continue to supply power to the 
Girard substation until a refurbished 
or new transformer arrives some-
time in 2023.
 In a letter sent to members 
served by the Girard substation, 
President/CEO David Stuva ex-
plained that RECC has recently 
experienced service interruptions 
with the 5 MVA transformer in the 
Girard substation. On Sept. 15, 
2021, a large � ock of birds inter-
fered with substation equipment 

Transformer failure at 
Girard substation
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that caused a 40-minute outage that 
may have damaged the transformer. 
A few days later, a high side fuse 
blew in the substation and was likely 
related to the transformer’s eventual 
failure. On Dec. 20, 2021, the substa-
tion transformer completely failed.
 The Girard substation was back 
fed from neighboring substations 
to restore power. This is a standard 
procedure to quickly restore service 
during a transmission or substation 
outage. The lines were re-energized, 
and power was restored within two 
hours. A week later, frigid tem-
peratures and additional load on 
the remaining substations caused 
another outage, making it necessary 
to reroute power feeds once again. 
As a short-term solution, the co-op’s 
spare transformer was recerti� ed 
and temporarily installed in the 
Girard substation. This allowed all 
power feeds to be returned to normal 
operations and provide the capac-
ity needed for the additional winter 
loads.
 The decision was made to replace 
or rebuild the transformer in the 
Girard substation. A new transformer 
may not be available for 66 weeks 
due to the shortages in the global 
supply chain. As an alternative, the 
cooperative is exploring the possibil-
ity of rebuilding the failed transform-
er, which is a quicker and less costly 
alternative to replacement.

Experience the power
of electricity!
 The cooperative’s EV is available for our members to test 
drive. Simply go to recc.coop, click on the EV tab, and � ll out the 
application. You will receive a call from our member services 
department to schedule a test drive. Members typically pick up 
the VW ID.4 in the afternoon and return it in the morning, but 
we will certainly try to arrange a time that is convenient for you. 
Members are also welcome to stop by and take a quick test-
drive without an application if the EV is available. Please call Je�  
Lancaster at 217-438-6197 with any questions.

Paul Krager

Spare transformer installed

18B ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • WWW.ICL.COOP 



Make a plan before starting spring building projects

Contact Engineering Technician Nick Hays for a new 
service or wiring alterations to an existing service.

Engineering Technician Chris Bridges will be able to 
answer your solar or net metering questions.

RECC members have 73 solar systems and 3 wind turbines operating under the net-metering program.

Call us if you have 
questions about…
 line extensions
 security lights
 generators
 service upgrades
 replacing overhead line
 temporary service
 solar
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Nominating Committee to meet March 2
 The board of directors has selected nine co-op members to serve on the 
Nominating Committee, which will meet on Wednesday, March 2 at 6 p.m. at 
the co-op’s o�  ce in Auburn. The committee will select candidates for director 
elections in three districts to be held at the RECC Annual Meeting on June 9, 
2022 in Spring� eld.
 Director positions up for election to three-year terms this year are District 1 
(incumbent Clayton Bloome of Pawnee), District 2 (incumbent Chris Wilcox of 
Waverly) and District 3 (incumbent Jimmy Ayers of Rochester).
 Members serving on the Nominating Committee are:

District 1 District 2 District 3
Rodney Bourne
35243 Black Diamond Rd
Pawnee, IL 62558

Kevin Duewer
10813 Pleasant Valley Rd
Waverly, IL 62692

Vince Fischer
6311 Mottar Rd
Rochester, IL 62563

Gary Dunkirk
944 N 200 East Rd
Morrisonville, IL 62546

Jarrad Colwell
3126 Colwell Rd
Franklin, IL 62638

Joe Co� ey
7993 New City Rd
Rochester, IL 62563

Miranda Langen
141 E 900 North Rd
Morrisonville, IL 62546

Patricia Whalen
1009 Stenemeyer Rd
Alexander, IL 62601

Dale Fesser
6101 New City Rd
Rochester, IL 62563

SURGE
PROTECTION
Keep your electronic equipment safe. 

A power surge is typically caused by lightning, changes in electrical loads,
faulty wiring or damaged power lines. 
Install power strips with surge protection to protect sensitive equipment. 

•  Easy to use (just plug them in)
•  Protect electronics plugged into the device
•  Must be replaced over time or after a major surge event

REMEMBER:
Not all power strips offer surge protection.
Carefully read the packaging labels when purchasing.
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Payment Options
• At our o�  ce front desk or outside 

drop-box
• Mail to: PO Box 19, Auburn IL 

62615
• Set up recurring bank draft or 

credit card payments
• Online, with Pay Now from our 

website
• Use SmartHub portal, online 

or mobile app
• By phone to our o�  ce, using 

credit card or checking account
• By phone using automated 

payment (217) 438-6197

See our web page for monthly 
Board meeting reports.
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