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RECC Member Appreciation Breakfast
Saturday, October 25 • 8:00 – 10:00 a.m.
Pleasant Hill Christian Church
19433 West Frontage Road, Raymond
(Just north of Grand Magnuson Hotel, at Exit 60 on Interstate 55)

Pleasant Hill Christian Church is served by RECC.

We’re offering a new opportunity to meet with your
co-op’s staff and directors, with an informal breakfast of
sausage and biscuits on a Saturday morning!
Stop in to see what’s new at RECC, try out our SmartHub member portal on an iPad, or ask any questions you
might have about our programs and operations.
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Board report
Regular Board Meeting
August 19, 2014
The regular monthly meeting of the Board
of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience
Cooperative Co. was held at the cooperative
headquarters on August 19, 2014, at 7 p.m.,
with all members present except Clayton
Bloome. Also present were President/CEO
David Stuva; Manager of Finance and Administration Matt Sheerin; Executive Assistant Sandy Lex; Computer Support Specialist
Brandon Taylor; and Attorney Jerry Tice.
* The minutes of the July 22 regular Board
meeting were approved as presented.
* CEO Stuva reviewed the CoBank
“Sharing Success” program that would match
community contributions made by RECC. No
action was taken by the Board.
* CEO Stuva reviewed a proposal from
Davis Financial Group to advertise a Medicare Advantage group plan for RECC members, with no action taken.
* CEO Stuva told the Board that St. John’s
Hospital is offering RECC members who are
uninsured a 45% discount for hospital medical services. The Board approved of efforts to
inform members of this program.
* The Board excused CEO and staff to
discuss the President/CEO Appraisal Report,
then reviewed the appraisal with President/
CEO Stuva.
* Chairman Ayers presented a summary of
the cooperative’s Board Assessment Reports
completed by each of the Directors, with discussion following.
* CEO Stuva gave the IMEA report.
He noted there had not yet been an August

IMEA Board meeting.
* Chairman Ayers presented the AIEC Report. He reviewed the AIEC Annual Meeting.
* There was no Attorney’s Report.
President/CEO’s Report
CEO Stuva reviewed the following reports
which had either been mailed or distributed
to all directors and attorney: Job Training and
Safety, Meters and Outages, Operations and
Maintenance, Engineering and Construction,
Member and Public Relations, Cash Flow,
Cash Disbursements Summary, and Check
Listing. The financial and statistical reports
for July 2014 were reviewed and accepted for
placement in the cooperative’s files.
CEO Stuva also:
* Reported that the electrical distribution
system at Hathaway Homes subdivision in
Taylorville was completed on August 6.
* Reported that a member appreciation
breakfast is being considered for later this fall
in the southern portion of our service area.
* Reported that at least one site in RECC’s
service territory is being proposed for a medical marijuana growing facility.
* Reviewed plans for upcoming meetings
and classes.

Board Action

The Board acted on the following:
* Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership and electric service for
21 persons.
* Approved a Resolution from the Board
thanking RECC employees for their dedication and commitment to the Rural Electrification program.
The meeting adjourned at 10:20 p.m.

Protect your family from carbon monoxide
The carbon monoxide leak at North Mac School
District’s south campus in Girard on September
15 was a vivid reminder of the danger of carbon
dioxide poisoning. It has no smell, but in high doses
can make you sick or pass out in a very short time!
Over 130 students and adults were sent to area hospitals due to a broken vent pipe at North Mac. Any
home with gas combustion appliances or heating, or
a connected garage, should have carbon monoxide
detectors near all sleeping rooms. Early detection
can save your life!
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WE ARE ALL UP TO THE CHALLENGE. Using technology to better serve every
member helps your electric co-op achieve energy efficiency. And when we
work together to use energy wisely, we all save money together. Learn more
about the power of your electric co-op membership at TogetherWeSave.com.
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LED lighting expected to save billion$
Light emitting diode (LED)
lighting is considered to be one of
the country’s best technology options to save energy in the coming
decades, and the Department of Energy has supported a multipronged
effort to accelerate the technology’s
development and market introduction. In addition to setting efficiency
and quality benchmarks for LED
lighting products, DOE has worked
with industry and researchers to
spur improvements in design, materials and manufacturing of LED
light sources and fixtures.
A new energy savings forecast report from DOE, based on the expected
path of LED lighting adoption within
the U.S., shows that LED lighting
sales are anticipated to increase from
approximately three percent in 2013
to about 48 percent in 2020.
By 2030, LEDs are projected
to comprise 84 percent of all sales,
which will have a huge impact on
energy consumption. DOE estimates that in 2013, lighting was
responsible for 17% of the country’s
total electricity consumption, using
the equivalent to the total energy
consumed by 50 million homes.
LEDs are projected to reduce total

RECC now offers a high-efficiency LED
option in our security light rental program.
US lighting energy consumption by
15% in 2020 and by 40% in 2030,
saving about $26 billion at today’s
electricity prices in 2030 alone.
Remember, those projections are
based on the current trajectory and
could end up being even higher. New
technologies could bring the transition
to LED lighting along even faster.
LEDs are anticipated to grow
most rapidly in street and roadway
and general service lighting, in terms
of the percentage of total sales. In
the street and roadway submarket,
which is already a popular area for
LED upgrades, LEDs are predicted

to reach 83% market share of sales by
2020 and nearly 100% by 2030.
The general service market will
shift to LEDs a bit more slowly,
with a projected 55% market share
of sales in 2020, but will also consist
nearly entirely of LEDs by 2030.
RECC has supported the increased use of LED lighting fixtures
in our own office and parking lot
lighting, and offers an LED option
on our security light rental program.
As the cost of the new fixtures continues to come down, we expect to
use LEDs for more applications and
increased energy savings!
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Be prepared for winter weather
With a most pleasant summer
behind us, it’s time to think about
preparing our homes for the return
of Old Man Winter. It’s hard to
worry about frigid winds and freezing temperatures when we’re still
enjoying mild fall weather, but a lot
of the winterization tasks are easier
to complete while conditions are
more comfortable.
The first order of business is to
inspect the outer “skin” of your home.
Any opening in this barrier against
the elements allows those very
elements access to your home. The
result will be drafts, higher energy
bills, lower comfort and maybe even
some uninvited guests seeking to
over-winter inside your home. Grab
your trusty caulk gun and seal around
windows, doors, vents and pipes.
Look at your dryer vent too. Seal
around the vent pipe going through
the exterior wall, to keep out both
cold air and bugs. If your outside vent
has moveable shutters, make sure they
close when the dryer is not operating
to avoid incoming drafts. Simple flaps
are prone to sticking open, and can be
replaced for a few dollars with more
reliable venting models.
Go inside your home and look
at the exterior doors. Anyplace you
can see daylight allows for air to
leak through, wasting energy. Use
weather stripping to close these off.
Got some windows that feel drafty?
Consider covering them with the
shrink wrap film to seal them for
the winter. It is inexpensive and
does a great job of stopping drafts.
Reducing drafts means increased
comfort and lower energy bills.
While inside, also consider gaskets around switches and outlets on
outside walls. Caulk around water
and drain pipes under sinks that
are located on outside walls. Hot
water pipes in unheated basements
or crawl spaces should be insulated
to provide the proper water temperatures at your sinks or appliances.
Insulation may also help shorten

Hunt for energy savings this fall.
that long wait for hot water when
you first open the faucet tap!
Think about your primary heating source and what maintenance
it might require. Many owners skip
the annual tune up service call, but
remember that a properly maintained system is going to use fuel
more efficiently and save you money
as a result. If you have a forced air
system you should definitely change
the filters regularly.
We all have our own level of
comfort when it comes to setting the
thermostat, but remember that for
each degree above 70 you set your

heating system you will increase your
energy use by about three percent.
Adding a sweater while watching TV
or a lap blanket while reading can
be worth several dollars a month in
reduced heating costs!
For more ideas on saving energy
in your home, visit the online site
TogetherWeSave.com, and take the
home energy tour. Or, ask us about a
full home energy audit for $100!

Watch for us in Illinois Country
Living magazine!
Rural Hilights will be inserted as a center section
We’re moving! RECC’s Rural Hilights newsletter will be included as a center section insert
in the Illinois Country Living
magazine, beginning in November. Members will receive
just one publication each month
from the cooperative instead of
two, but you’ll still get timely
information about RECC. We
will publish news on co-op programs and activities, along with
local energy topics and articles
about our members in the center
pages section. The magazine has
state and national energy news

items, articles from public officials and energy experts, and
of course the great recipes from
around the state! We’ll also be
able to print our pages in full
color to make your reading
even more enjoyable.
This issue of Rural Hilights
will be the last stand-alone
issue. Be sure to watch for your
magazine each month, to stay
up-to-date on all the energy and
cooperative news! (The November issue of Illinois Country
Living should arrive by Nov. 1
for most members.)
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News & Notes
News
& Notes
Lou Weitekamp receives Board
Leadership Certificate
Lou Weitekamp of Raymond, a board member of
Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative since 2010,
received the Board Leadership Certificate for completing advanced courses that focus on the latest topics challenging the co-op world. The Certificate, from
the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association,
was presented to Lou at the Region 5-6 Meeting of
NRECA held in Minneapolis.
Continuing technological, regulatory and demographic changes have reshaped the electric utility
business into what it is today – a complicated mix of
business, legal and governmental issues. The Board
Leadership courses address vital topics including
board governance, financial decision-making and
strategic planning.
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Lou Weitekamp received the Board Leadership Certificate
from Jo Ann Emerson, CEO of the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association (NRECA) at the Region 5-6
Meeting of NRECA in September.

EPA extends Climate
Comment Period

Celebrating National
Cooperative Month

The U.S. EPA has extended the comment period
for 45 days on its proposed Clean Power Plan that
would require carbon dioxide capture and storage
for any new coal-fired plant being built. Electric
co-ops and many other groups have pointed out that
the technology for commercial-scale carbon capture
systems is not yet proven or affordable, and the new
regulations would effectively eliminate coal as a fuel
choice for future electric generating plants. RECC
and other co-op leaders think we need to keep this
abundant energy source as an option to assure reliable,
affordable electric power available for our members.
You can still show your support of an “all-of-theabove” energy strategy through November by visiting
the site www.Action.coop, and registering your name
and e-mail address on the site. If you don’t have a
computer or e-mail service, we have a card that can be
filled out to express your support as well. Just call or
visit our office to request a card, and get some for your
neighbors as well!

Every October, cooperatives are recognized
for the part they play in building our economy
business through a member-owned business
model. “Cooperative membership is unique,”
says Dana Smith, RECC’s Director of Member and Public Relations. “Electric cooperatives are committed to providing members
with safe, reliable and affordable electricity,
but there’s more to it than that. We’re local,
and that means we care about our community.
That’s why we support school and community
programs and offer opportunities like safety
education, Youth Tour to Washington, scholarships and much more.”
RECC is proud to be part of America’s
cooperative network, which includes more
than 47,000 cooperative businesses. That includes about 900 electric cooperatives serving
42 million people in 47 states.

MEMBER RESPONSE PAGE
Please send me information on services from RECC:
_______Peak Switch

_______New Home Energy Guidelines

_______Security Light Rental

_______Co-op Connections® Card

_______Dual Meter Heating Rate
_______Air Evac Memberships

_______Surge Suppressor Lease

_______Long Distance Saving Rates

_______5% ERC Loans for Efficiency
Improvements

_______Marathon Lifetime-Warranty
Water Heaters

Electric heating equipment rebates
An Electric Heating Systems Rebate form must be completed. Please request a rebate form or download a form at www.recc.coop.

•

Geothermal System – $250/home

•

Air Source Heat Pumps – $250/home
(with electric back-up)

•

Air Source Heat Pumps – $100/home
(with gas back-up)

Electric equipment rebate request
Please include a copy of your sales receipt for your new electric appliance or water heater, purchased within the past 12 months.
Limit one rebate for each appliance type.
_______Clothes Dryer, Electric Replacement – $25

_______Clothes Dryer, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25
_______Electric Range, Electric Replacement – $25

_______Electric Range, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25

_______Water Heater, Standard Warranty – $200
(less than 10-yr waranty)

_______Water Heater, Life–long Warranty – $250
(10-yr or longer warranty)
This water heater is for (40 gallon minimum):
_________ New Home
_________ Gas Conversion

_________ Electric Replacement

Member Name

Account No.

Mailing Address
Town

Phone

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative
P.O. Box 19, Auburn IL 62615
Telephone: (800) 245-7322 (RECC) or (217) 438-6197 • www.recc.coop
Normal office hours 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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P.O. Box 19
Auburn, IL 62615

RECC employees take ALS Challenge
A chilly wave of enthusiasm
rolled across the country this summer as the “Ice Bucket Challenge”
went viral on social media and
television channels. Groups and
individuals dumped buckets of ice
water on themselves to encourage
support of the ALS Association,
and have some fun in the process.
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RECC’s employees joined the
challenge on August 20, enduring
the cold water splash and also donating money to the Illinois ALS
Association. Besides contributing
$500 to the cause, our employees
challenged the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives and two
other local electric co-ops, which

also supported the cause.
RECC employees dedicated
our project to Lee Marten, an
RECC director from 1994-2010,
who passed away from complications of ALS (also known as Lou
Gehrig Disease) in July 2013.
Search for the YouTube video at
RECC Ice Bucket Challenge.

