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 There are some big shoes to fill at 
Rural Electric this fall, as three long-
time employees have retired from the 
cooperative. Their years of dedication 
to the members of RECC will be hard 
to replace, but a smooth transition has 
taken place this summer to keep the 
business operating on all cylinders as  
we move forward. 
 The Board, management and employ-
ees at RECC want to thank these three 
men, and members and friends will also 
have an opportunity to add their con-
gratulations at an Open House at the co-
op office on Friday, September 19 from 
2:00-4:00 p.m. 

Dean Fuchs
  Dean Fuchs is only the second office 
manager that RECC has had in its 77 
years of operation.  Dean was named to 
that position in 1977, now designated as 
Manager of Finance and Office Services. 
He joined the co-op as bookkeeper in 
June 1973, after graduating from Illinois 
State University with a degree in ac-
counting. He never got far from home, 
living near Farmersville with his wife 
Mary Jane, and farming part-time with  
a brother-in-law. 
 After 41 years of commuting from 
Farmersville to Auburn, Dean will stay 
home more often to help farm when 
he and Mary Jane aren’t traveling to see 

Three longtime employees retiring 
at RECC

their three children in Hopedale, Ill., and 
the suburbs of Chicago and Atlanta, Geor-
gia. They have three grandchildren, with a 
fourth on the way. 

Curt Fishburn
 Curt Fishburn joined RECC as a  
warehouseman in February 1989, soon 
moved into the line department and 
became a Journeyman Lineman in 1995. 
He grew up and went to high school in 
Divernon, and has stayed close to the local 
sports activities over the years.
 Curt has four children, with two in 
this area and the others in Olney, Ill.,  
and Madison, Wisconsin. They have  
four grandchildren among them.

Tom Jones
 Tom Jones was hired as an engineer-
ing technician in June 1991, working 
with the paper mapping system and line 

control equipment. He supervised the first 
SCADA (Supervisory Control and Data 
Acquisition) system when it was installed 
in 1994, and has led the change to an 
updated SCADA system this year. He has 
also helped introduce digital mapping, load 
control and automated meter reading sys-
tems during his 23 years at Rural Electric.
 Tom has two sons living in the St. 
Louis area, and two grandsons to enjoy 
in his retirement.

Dean Fuchs Curt Fishburn Tom Jones
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Board report
Regular Board Meeting
July 22, 2014

 � e regular monthly meeting of the Board 
of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative Co. was held at the cooperative 
headquarters on July 22, 2014, at 7 p.m., with 
all members present. Also present were Presi-
dent/CEO David Stuva; Director of Member 
and Public Relations Dana Smith; Manager 
of Finance and Administration Matt Sheerin; 
Executive Assistant Sandy Lex; and Attorney 
Jerry Tice. Also present were John Stremster-
fer, President/CEO of the Community Foun-
dation of Land of Lincoln; Nick Reitz, AIEC 
Manager of Government Relations; and John 
Michael Davis of Davis Financial Group. 
 * � e minutes of the June 24 regular Board 
meeting were approved as presented.
 * CEO Stuva introduced John Stremsterfer, 
who spoke to the Board regarding the avail-
ability of the Community Foundation of 
Land of Lincoln to accept contributions from 
the CoBank “Sharing Success” program 
through RECC. 
 * CEO Stuva introduced Nick Reitz, who 
reviewed the AIEC Resolution on Green 
House Gas Regulations and the need for 
RECC’s members to make their thoughts on 
the subject known to EPA and their elected 
representatives. � e Board approved a bill in-
sert to be developed by sta�  requesting RECC 
members to use the Action.coop website to 
register their support for the AIEC Resolution.
 * CEO Stuva introduced John Michael 
Davis who discussed an available Health 
Alliance “Medicare Advantage’ Group Plan 
for RECC members.
 * CEO Stuva gave the IMEA report. He 
reviewed the June 25 IMEA Board meeting.

 * � ere was no AIEC Report because there 
was no August AIEC Board meeting.
 * � ere was no Attorney’s Report.
 * Chairman Ayers asked directors to com-
plete the Board evaluation forms and President/
CEO evaluation forms online by August 19.
 * Chairman Ayers announced the appoint-
ment of board committees for the year 
2014-2015.

President/CEO’s Report
 CEO Stuva reviewed the following reports 
which had either been mailed or distributed 
to all directors and attorney: Job Training and 
Safety, Meters and Outages, Operations and 
Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, 
Member and Public Relations, Cash Flow, 
Cash Disbursements Summary, and Check 
Listing. � e � nancial and statistical reports 
for June 2014 were reviewed and accepted for 
placement in the cooperative’s � les.
 CEO Stuva also:
 * Reviewed plans for upcoming meetings 
and classes.

Board Action
 � e Board acted on the following:
 * Approved the application for, or reinstate-
ment of, membership and electric service for 
12 persons.
 * Approved the cooperative’s Special 
Equipment Summaries for the purchase of 
meters and transformers in the amount of 
$110,944.06.  
 * Approved Resolutions to authorize ap-
propriate o�  cers and sta�  to conduct transac-
tions on cooperative accounts held at United 
Community Bank.

 � e meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

Home Energy Myth
Myth: Leaving a light on uses less energy than turning it o�  and on several times.

Facts: Leaving a light on actually uses more energy than turning it o�  and on as 
needed. If you’re using a compact � uorescent (CFL) bulb, it should be left 
on if it will be needed again within ten minutes. Switching CFLs on and 
o�  frequently shortens their lives. 
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SmartHub brings information to your fi ngertips
Online payments, usage history, outage maps and more

 If you haven’t signed up for 
RECC’s SmartHub communications 
tool, you’re missing out on a lot of 
great features! � e online informa-
tion center brings bill presentment, 
payment and review along with other 
co-op information for convenient 
use at any time. SmartHub can be 
viewed on your computer or a mobile 
device with our free mobile app. 
 You can sign up or log in to Smart-
Hub from our co-op website, www.
recc.coop. Just use your e-mail address 
and a password of your choice. You set 
up your account on the web page, but 
you can also download a free mobile 
app for Android or Apple devices. 
Search for SmartHub in the app 
stores. After downloading the app, 
look for Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative in the co-op listing.
 One of the great features of Smart-
Hub is the My Usage reports that 
graph your monthly, daily or hourly 
electric use. � ese graphs can help 
you � nd when you use the most elec-
tricity, or show when sudden changes 

may occur that could indicate a 
problem in your home. 
 Visit the SmartHub site and see 
what else you can learn about RECC 
and your electric account!
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• Quality• Quality,• Quality,• Quality durability and dependability you
can count on

• Lower energy costs for the long haul• Lower energy costs for the long haul
• Warranted not to leak for as long as you• Warranted not to leak for as long as you

own your home
• Warranted not to leak for as long as you

own your home
• Warranted not to leak for as long as you

• Green Power ready• Green Power ready

Get a Marathon and invest in the future.

IT'S TIME TO INVEST IN A SUPER-
EFFICIENT MARATHON WATER HEATEREFFICIENT MARATHON WATER HEATEREFFICIENT MARATHON WATER HEATER

Don’t get caught by another winter of high propane prices! 
Purchase a 50-gallon or 75-gallon Rheem Marathon water heater 

from RECC, and get a $250 rebate on the spot!

Both models in stock  •  High effi ciency  •  Long life

(217) 438-6197
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2013 capital credit allocation notifi cation
 On your July electric bill, which 
was mailed on August 7, there was a 
message on the left hand side of the 
bill indicating the amount of capital 
credits allocated to you for electric-
ity purchased in 2013. � is message 
only appears on your master account 
and only appears if you were a cus-
tomer in 2013.
  As a member-owner of your 
cooperative, you share in any annual 

margins. Your share of these mar-
gins is called “capital credits.” At the 
end of each year, these net margins 
are allocated to each member on 
a basis of the dollar amount of 
energy used during that year. We are 
providing you with the amount of 
the allocation for the year, shown on 
your electric billing statement.
 � ese allocations are not avail-
able as cash nor can they be ap-

plied as payments on your electric 
bill. � ese monies are used by your 
cooperative for long-term debt 
retirement, reserves, emergencies, 
system improvements and other 
contingencies. Capital credits may 
be paid to members as the board of 
directors deems appropriate and as 
the � nancial condition of the coop-
erative permits. 

New subdivision built in Taylorville
Hathaway Homes brings 18 houses to RECC lines

 Several houses are now occupied 
on the west edge of Taylorville, in 
the Hathaway Homes subdivision 
served by RECC. Taylorville builder 
Kirk Siegrist is co-developer of the 
project along with Christian County 
Integrated Community Services 
(CCICS).  
 Hathaway Homes was one of 13 
statewide projects approved in 2013 
for funding through HUD-desig-
nated federal tax credits. Ten of the 
homes include two bedrooms, while 
eight are three-bedroom residences. 
� ey are all expected to be com-
pleted by the end of September. All 
residents will be from Taylorville or 
Christian County. 
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News & NotesNews & Notes

Connections® card 
offers discounts
  � e Co-op 
Connections card 
from RECC brings 
savings o� ers 
from both local 
merchants and 
national busi-
nesses. You can 
check all o� ers 
on the Co-op Connections website site, 
found at our home page at www.recc.coop, or ask 
for a printed copy of our local business participants.  
� e web page lets you search by business categories, 
location or other criteria.  
 Other recent additions to the Co-op Con-
nections discounts are the Pharmacy Discount 
program and Healthy Savings discounts on vision, 
dental, hearing and chiropractic care as well as lab 
and imaging services. If you are paying for these 
prescriptions and medical services out of your own 
pocket, you could save up to 60 percent using the 
Co-op Connections card.
 All RECC members have received free Co-op 
Connections cards. For a new card, just give us a 
call at (217) 438-6197 or e-mail a request to 
recc@recc.coop. 

It’s time for a 
fi replace check
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A chance to meet state senators and 

representatives, the Illinois Lieuten

ant Governor and Secretary of State. 

That’s what this year’s Illinois Rural 

Electric Youth Day offered to high 

school students, including six from our 

local schools. Not to mention plenty of 

information on Abraham Lincoln at 

Springfield’s historic sites.

The day was sponsored by the Asso-

ciation of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

and is designed to introduce young rural 

leaders to state government. There were 

24 co-ops from across the state repre-

sented by over 200 students.

During breakfast, Lieutenant Gover-

nor Sheila Simon challenged students to 

take an interest in the political process 

and encouraged them to talk to their 

state senators and representatives about 

issues that interest them.

A visit to the Capitol was next, where 

the RECC group was able to meet Sen-

ators Sam McCann and Andy Manar 

and Representatives Wayne Rosenthal 

and C.D. Davidsmeyer. State budgets 

and school funding issues seemed to 

come up repeatedly in the discussions. 

Later in the morning the entire group 

was invited into the office of Secretary 

of State Jesse White, who stood on 

his desk to talk about his department’s 

many responsibilities.

After lunch the group visited the 

Old State Capitol and Abraham Lin-

coln Presidential Museum, taking in 

Youth Day offers insights to state government

more history of our state government 

and its leaders. 

RECC’s group included Aliana 

Minder from Loami (SHG High 

School); Catherine Ward from Cha

tham; Mackenzie Beck from Auburn; 

Will Brown from Girard (North Mac 

Pictured at the State Senate chambers, front row from left are: Rep. Wayne Rosenthal; 

Aliana Minder, Loami; Catherine Ward, Chatham; Mackenzie Beck, Auburn; Will Brown, 

Girard; Alex Cooper, Pawnee; and Arlen Magelitz, Virden. Second row: Sen. Sam 

McCann, Rep. C.D. Davidsmeyer and Dana Smith, Director of Member and Public 

Relations at RECC..

Rural Hilights combining with magazine
 RECC’s Rural Hilights
newsletter will be moving to the 
center pages of Illinois Country 
Living magazine this fall, so Living magazine this fall, so Living
members will receive just one 
publication each month from 
the cooperative. We will con-
tinue to present information on 
co-op programs and activities, 
along with local energy news 
and articles about our members 
in the center pages section. � e 
magazine has state and national 
energy news items, articles from 

public o�  cials and energy 
experts, and of course the great 
recipes from around the state! 
We’ll also be able to print our 
pages in full color to make your 
reading even more enjoyable. 
 Our � rst center pages are 
planned for the November issue 
of Illinois Country Living, so 
the October Rural Hilights will Rural Hilights will Rural Hilights
be the last stand-alone issue. Be 
sure to watch for your magazine 
each month, to stay up-to-date 
on RECC’s activities!
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 Crisp, fall days aren’t far away, so now is 
a good time to check your � replace for 
safety and e�  ciency. Most wood-burning 
� replaces are not energy-e�  cient, but you 
can minimize the heat loss it causes by tak-
ing some simple steps.
 Close the � replace damper until you’re 
ready to light a � re. Open it only while the 
� re is burning, and close it after the � re has 
completely died out. An open damper on an 
unused � replace sucks heated air right out 
of your house and sends it up the chimney. 
Tempered glass doors prevent inside air from 
going up the chimney, but they must be � tted 
against the hearth to avoid air leakage. 
 Insulate your chimney with liners to 
prevent creosote – a byproduct of exhaust 
from the � re – from building up in it. � at 
buildup can make your � replace less e�  cient 
and create a � re hazard in the chimney. 
Have your chimney cleaned and checked 
every year before the heating season begins. 
 If you don’t use your � replace any more, 
have a chimney expert plug and seal it so 
it won’t rob your home of its comfortable, 
heated air. 



7

_______Clothes Dryer, Electric Replacement – $$25
_______Clothes Dryer, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25
_______Electric Range, Electric Replacement – $25
_______Electric Range, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25

_______Water Heater, Standard Warranty – $$200   
      (less than 10-yr waranty)
_______Water Heater, Life–long Warranty – $250  
     (10-yr or longer warranty)

MEMBER RESPONSE PAGE

Electric heating equipment rebates
An Electric Heating Systems Rebate form must be completed. Please request a rebate form or download a form at www.recc.coop.

• Geothermal System – $250/home

• Air Source Heat Pumps – $250/home
 (with electric back-up)

• Air Source Heat Pumps – $100/home
 (with gas back-up)

_______Peak Switch
_______Dual Meter Heating Rate
_______Security Light Rental
_______Air Evac Memberships

_______New Home Energy Guidelines
_______Surge Suppressor Lease
_______Co-op Connections® Card
_______Marathon Lifetime-Warranty   
     Water Heaters

_______Long Distance Saving Rates
_______5% ERC Loans for E�  ciency 
     Improvements

Please send me information on services from RECC:

Member NameMember Name Account No.

Mailing AddressMailing Address

Town Phone

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative
P.O. Box 19, Auburn IL 62615P.O. Box 19, Auburn IL 62615
Telephone: (800) 245-7322 (RECC) or (217) 438-6197 • www.recc.coop
Normal offi ce hours 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.Normal offi ce hours 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Please include a copy of your sales receipt for your new electric appliance or water heater, purchased within the past 12 months. 
Limit one rebate for each appliance type.

Electric equipment rebate request

� is water heater is for (40 gallon minimum): � is water heater is for (40 gallon minimum): 
 _________ New Home
 _________ Gas Conversion 
 _________ Electric Replacement
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P.O. Box 19
Auburn, IL 62615

Please join us to congratulate three employees 
who have spent many years working for our 

members, and are now retiring! 

Open House Reception
Friday, Sept. 19
2:00-4:00 p.m.

RECC Offi ce
(3973 W. State Route 104, Auburn)

Dean Fuchs (41 years)
Manager of Finance and Offi ce Services

Curt Fishburn (25 years)
Journeyman Lineman

Tom Jones (23 years)
Information Systems Supervisor

Enjoy cake and refreshments, and join 
members, friends and family to say 

thanks to these dedicated employees!

to a Retirement Open House!to a Retirement Open House!




