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 Hemberger’s Blasted Farms found a 
new use for LED lighting that goes be-
yond efficiency in the huge sandblast-
ing room on their farm east of Loami. 
Besides being bright and energy ef-
ficient, their five LED fixtures are also 
dustproof, blast proof and easy to clean. 
 When Jerry Hemberger closes 
the doors and starts the sandblasting 
process to strip the paint from tankers, 
trailers, farm tractors and other metal 
goods and parts, dust and sand swirls in 
the air. The old fluorescent tube lamps 
required constant maintenance after 
the blasting was finished. 
 Now, the many individual LED 
chips in each light fixture are protected 
by a plastic shield, with a peel-off cover 
to avoid scratches and dirt buildup. 
Jerry likes them so well that he plans to 
replace other lights with these unique 
fixtures.
 Jerry and De Anne Hemberger re-
ceived a $552 rebate from Rural Elec-
tric Convenience Cooperative to help 
defray the cost of the new LED lights 
though our power supplier, the Illinois 
Municipal Energy Agency (IMEA). 
“The Electric Efficiency Program from 
IMEA helps bring new technology to 
our members’ operations a little quicker, 
to save energy and money. It’s a great 
tool to help businesses and public facil-
ities become more cost-effective while 
also reducing our energy needs,” says 
Dana Smith, Director of Member and 

Hembergers receive LED lighting rebate
Public Relations 
at Rural Electric 
Convenience 
Cooperative. 
 The Hemberg-
ers started doing 
sandblasting and 
liquid painting on 
their farmstead in 
1981. They added 
a powder coat 
paint system in 
2009 with electro-
static application 
and paint recov-
ery, along with 
a 10-by-24-foot 
curing oven that 
bakes a smooth 
or texturized 
durable finish on 
the painted parts. 
 Jerry says they 
paint manufac-
tured parts and 
fencing for area 
businesses, trailers and tanks for agricultural 
businesses like Springfield Plastics and Brandt 
Consolidated, as well as small jobs for indi-
viduals. They’ve also done work for the Army 
and Air National Guards, and even painted 
a military tank for the Military Museum in 
Springfield a few years ago!
 “We appreciate the word-of-mouth busi-
ness we receive and our fabricating customers 
that regularly bring their projects for finishing 

Dana Smith (left), Director of Member and Public Relations, presented 
a rebate check for $552 to De Anne and Jerry Hemberger for LED lights 
installed at Hemberger Blasted Farms

on a monthly basis,” said De Anne. “And we 
continually look for manufacturers in the area 
to discuss and acquire their regular line business 
that will create a daily flow of parts down our 
rail system which in turn would allow us to hire 
more full-time employees.” Jerry says they’ve 
built the facilities to handle the bigger jobs and 
multiple part jobs, with the belief that “If we 
build it they will come!”
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Board report
Regular Board Meeting
June 24, 2014
 The regular monthly meeting of the Board 
of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative Co. was held at the cooperative 
headquarters on June 24, 2014, at 7 p.m., with 
all members present. Also present were Presi-
dent/CEO David Stuva; Manager of Finance 
& Office Services Dean Fuchs; Director of 
Member and Public Relations Dana Smith; 
Manager of Operations and Maintenance 
Lou DeLaby; Executive Assistant Sandy Lex; 
Accountant Daniel Drumeller; and Attorney 
Jerry Tice. Jack Juelich, Senior Relationship 
Manager for CoBank’s Farm Credit Leasing, 
was a guest. 
 * Board officers were elected for 2014-
2015. Jimmy Ayers was elected as Chairman 
of the Board, Chris Wilcox as Vice Chairman, 
Mel Repscher as Secretary/Treasurer, and 
John Beatty as Assistant Secretary/Treasurer.
 * The minutes of the May 27 regular Board 
meeting and the June 12 meeting held imme-
diately after the RECC Annual Meeting were 
approved as presented.
 * CEO Stuva introduced Jack Juelich, who 
reviewed the CoBank Farm Credit Leasing 
Program for electric cooperative fleets and 
agricultural producers. 
 * CEO Stuva gave the IMEA report.

 * Chairman Ayers presented the AIEC 
Report.  He reviewed the Executive Summary 
of the June 20 AIEC Board meeting
 * There was no Attorney’s Report.

President/CEO’s Report
 CEO Stuva reviewed the following reports 
which had either been mailed or distributed 
to all directors and attorney: Job Training and 
Safety, Meters and Outages, Operations and 
Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, 
Member and Public Relations, Cash Flow, 
Cash Disbursements Summary, and Check 
Listing. The financial and statistical reports 
for May 2014 were reviewed and accepted for 
placement in the cooperative’s files.
 CEO Stuva also:
* Announced that the Cooperative Commu-
nicator Committee will tour the Otter Lake 
Water Commission plant on August 5.
* Reviewed plans for upcoming meetings and 
classes.

Board Action
 The Board acted on the following:
 * Approved the application for, or reinstate-
ment of, membership and electric service for 
23 persons.
 The meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.

Tune in to “Home Remedies”
 Doug Rye’s “Home 
Remedies” radio show pro-
vides practical insight into 
home construction ideas 
and energy efficiency mea-
sures every Saturday morn-
ing from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. 
on WSMI 1540AM. Doug 
Rye may be the best-known 
residential energy consul-
tant in the nation. Since 
1990, his weekly radio show has provided 
practical insight into home construction 
ideas and energy efficiency measures. 

Doug is known nationwide 
for his honest, down-to-
earth and friendly style. His 
show airs live each Saturday 
morning, sponsored locally 
by RECC, M.J.M. Elec-
tric Cooperative and area 
heating contractors. Callers 
with energy efficiency, new 
construction and remodel 
questions are always wel-

come and encouraged to call the show. The 
call-in number is 1-800-477-1037.
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TRUTH BE TOLD, YOUR 
ELECTRICITY COMES FROM 
PEOPLE POWER. 
Thankfully, there’s one energy source that 
co-op members can always depend on – the 
hard-working dedication and efficiency of your 
electric co-op linemen. Learn more about the 
power of your co-op membership at  
TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

Journeyman Lineman 
Curt Nichelson
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Chris Bridges is RECC’s new  
GIS/Mapping Technician
 Chris Bridges joined RECC on 
July 1, as our new GIS/Mapping 
Technician. He is replacing Tom 
Jones, who will be retiring this fall. 
Chris will manage the cooperative’s 
digital system maps, along with the 
SCADA system that monitors and 
controls substation and line equip-
ment as well as the advanced meter 
information (AMI) system. 
 Chris graduated from Illinois 
State University in 1992, with a 
Bachelor of Science in Biology. He 
has worked at the City of Auburn 
for the last eight years, where he 
acted as the GIS coordinator re-
sponsible for mapping city utilities, 
and monitoring and troubleshooting 
the utility SCADA system. Prior to 
that Chris worked for 10 years at 
the Illinois Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, performing facility 
compliance inspections.

 He is married to Kathy Bridges, 
who teaches French at Carlinville 
High School. They have two sons 
and have lived in Auburn since 

1998. We’re glad to have Chris on 
the RECC team as technology 
continues to become so important 
to our business! 

RECC Service Awards presented
    Several RECC employees 
and Board members were 
recognized for milestones in 
their service to the coopera-
tive during the 2014 Annual 
Meeting in June. Service 
pins were presented during 
the business meeting, with 
appreciation shown by the 
members in attendance, for 
the valuable experience and 
expertise represented by this 
group. Congratulations to all 
of our service award win-
ners!

35 Years
 Kenny Williamson,  
    Line Foreman

25 Years
 Jimmy Ayers, Board Chairman 
 Dave Flynn, Journeyman  
   Lineman 
 Curt Fishburn, Journeyman  
   Lineman 
 Craig Costello, Journeyman  
   Lineman

20 Years
 Bill Hart, Journeyman Lineman 
 Stefan Sporrer, Custodian

15 Years 
 Cassie Eigenmann, Director

10 Years
 Shelley Crocks, Senior  
   Accounts Representative

Chris Bridges is RECC’s new GIS/Mapping Technician.

Journeyman Lineman Kenny Williamson 
was presented with a 35-year service 
award by Board Chairman Jimmy Ayers at 
the 2014 RECC Annual Meeting.
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LED security light options
LED fixtures offer white-light, two styles
 RECC has offered an optional 
LED security light option in our 
monthly rental plan for several 
months now, and a few members 
have chosen to switch from the 
standard high pressure sodium 
(HPS) lights that now dot the 
countryside.
 Light-emitting diodes, or LEDs, 
are really electronic chips that glow 
when an electrical charge passes 
through them, and the newest 
LEDs can put out more than twice 
as much light for each watt of elec-
tricity used, compared to high pres-
sure sodium lights. They also can be 
designed to produce a “whiter” light 
than mercury vapor or high pressure 
sodium, and last longer than other 
light bulbs. 
 Jennifer Henderson was one of 
the early adapters to the LED lights 
at her home in rural Raymond. She 
says she just “thought it was a good 
idea” when she saw the lights in the 
Rural Hilights newsletter last Octo-
ber. She says the idea of using less 
energy appealed to her, and she likes 
the LED fixture in her yard. 
 Donald Coultas of Girard had 
his own mercury vapor light fixture, 
but when it quit working he chose 
RECC’s rental plan to install a light 
on his meter pole, and requested 
the LED fixture with a standard 
globe. He says he was interested in 
the new technology, and he likes the 
clear white light over the yellowish 
hue of HPS lights. 
 Because of the higher cost of 
LED fixtures, there is a charge of 
$75 to install an LED security light, 
while HPS fixtures have no instal-
lation charge. The monthly rental 
fee is the same, however, at $9.00 
for a 43-watt LED or a 100-watt 
HPS that provide the same amount 
of light. The rental fee includes 
maintenance by the co-op and the 
electricity needed to operate the 
light. The next-larger size light we 
offer is a 250-watt HPS, for $13.50/

month. This light can be replaced 
by a 74-watt LED, also billed at 
$13.50/month plus the $75 fee. 
 
Dark Sky option
 Another unique option of 
the LED lights being offered is 
a reflector shield that directs all 
light downward, where it’s needed 
most for safety and security. This 
fixture reduces glare when viewed 
from the side, and is compliant 
with “Dark Sky” guidelines that 
reduce light pollution going into 
the overhead skies. The reflector 
shield model is the same cost as the 
standard models.
 LED light fixtures can be seen 
at RECC’s headquarters building 
in Auburn, where the parking lot 
lights are now all LED. One on 
the west side of the building is a 
reflector model, while the remain-
ing pole lights are regular globe 
fixtures. (The lights on the build-
ing’s exterior are LED as well.)
 If you’re interested in installing 
or converting a security light at 
your home or business, contact our 
office. 

The LED globe fixture looks like our 
standard security light, spreading light in 
all directions.

Reflector fixtures were installed 
as street lights at Glenwood Lake 
Estates last year, directing the 
LED light downward and not into 
the sky.
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News & NotesNews & Notes

Is your Budget 
Billing balance 
on track?
 With the colder than 
normal weather this past 
winter, your budget amount 
may not be keeping up with 
your usage. Depending on the 
weather during the upcom-
ing air conditioning season, 
you may find that you have a 
larger amount owing in Oc-
tober, “the settle up” month, 
than you would like. If you 
want to avoid this situation, 
you can pay more than your 
budget amount in the coming 
months to offset the balance 
owing in October.
 If you have any questions, 
please don’t hesitate to call 
the office and one of our ac-
count representatives will be 
glad to discuss your budget 
status with you. Thank you!

Visit Energy Education Tent at  
State Fair 
 Get plugged 
in to “safe, smart, 
clean, and green” 
energy at the 2014 
Illinois State Fair! 
The Energy Edu-
cation Tent packs 
a powerful punch 
with presenta-
tions, displays, 
youth activities, 
and giveaways. 
The multi-faceted 
energy experience 
is provided by the 
Energy Education 
Council (EEC) in 
partnership with 
member utilities 
and organizations 
across the state. 
 The popular Live Line Demos 
with 7,200-volt electricity will 
be presented Fridays, Saturdays, 
and Sundays at 12:30, 2:30, 4:00, 
and 6:30 p.m., and Wednesday 
and Thursday at 12:30, 4:00, and 
6:30 p.m. Visitors can learn about 

wind and solar energy systems, 
and the Geothermal Alliance of 
Illinois will have a working geo-
thermal unit on display, cooling 
the Energy Education Tent. The 
tent is open each day until 7 p.m., 
located near the corner of Main 
and Central Avenues.

Former Director Bob Burtle  
remembered
 Robert Burtle, a Director for Rural Electric Convenience Coopera-
tive from 1976 to 1985, passed away on July 9 at the age of 84. Bob 
was a graduate of Ball High School, served in the Army in Korea, and 
farmed in the Glenarm area all of his life. He was Vice President of 
the RECC Board of Directors from 1983-1985. He was on the Farm 
Bureau Board and an American Legion member for many years. Our 
condolences go out to Bob’s wife, Bettie, and his family on the loss of 
their loved one and a great community supporter.
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_______Clothes Dryer, Electric Replacement – $25
_______Clothes Dryer, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25
_______Electric Range, Electric Replacement – $25
_______Electric Range, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25

_______Water Heater, Standard Warranty – $200   
      (less than 10-yr waranty)
_______Water Heater, Life–long Warranty – $250  
     (10-yr or longer warranty)

MeMber response page

Electric heating equipment rebates
An Electric Heating Systems Rebate form must be completed. Please request a rebate form or download a form at www.recc.coop.

• Geothermal System – $250/home

• Air Source Heat Pumps – $250/home
 (with electric back-up)

• Air Source Heat Pumps – $100/home
 (with gas back-up)

_______Peak Switch
_______Dual Meter Heating Rate
_______Security Light Rental
_______Air Evac Memberships

_______New Home Energy Guidelines
_______Surge Suppressor Lease
_______Co-op Connections® Card
_______Marathon Lifetime-Warranty   
     Water Heaters

_______Long Distance Saving Rates
_______5% ERC Loans for Efficiency  
     Improvements

Please send me information on services from RECC:

Member Name Account No. 

Mailing Address 

Town Phone 

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative
P.O. Box 19, Auburn IL 62615
Telephone: (800) 245-7322 (RECC) or (217) 438-6197 • www.recc.coop
Normal office hours 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Please include a copy of your sales receipt for your new electric appliance or water heater, purchased within the past 12 months. 
Limit one rebate for each appliance type.

Electric equipment rebate request

This water heater is for (40 gallon minimum): 
  _________ New Home
  _________ Gas Conversion 
  _________ Electric Replacement
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P.O. Box 19
Auburn, IL 62615

Look up and look out to keep your 
harvest season safe
 Believe it or not, harvest season 
is coming soon with the tremen-
dous growing progress that corn 
has made this summer. We know 
that farmers will be trying to get as 
much work done as possible when 
the crop is ready. During those long 
days (and nights), it’s easy to forget 
safety rules or relax your attention 
to detail. We offer these safety tips 
for farmers to help keep them safe 
during this time.
 One of the biggest hazards for 
farmers is posed by power lines. To 
stay safe around overhead power 
lines, remember to:

 � Use a spotter when operating 
large machinery near lines. 

 � Use care when raising augers or 
the bed of grain trucks around 
power lines. 

 � Keep equipment at least 10 feet 
from lines—at all times, in all 
directions.

 � Inspect the height of the farm 
equipment to determine clear-
ance.

 � Always remember to lower ex-
tensions when moving loads.

 � Never attempt to move a power 
line out of the way or raise it for 
clearance.

 If contact is made with a power 
line, remember, it is almost always 
safest to stay on the equipment. 
Make sure to warn others to stay 
away, and call the local utility pro-
vider immediately. The only reason 
to exit is if the equipment is on 
fire. If this is the case, jump off the 
equipment with your feet together 
and without touching the ground 
and vehicle at the same time. Then, 
still keeping your feet together, 

“bunny hop” away.
 RECC offers a free safety sticker 
that can  be placed on augers and 
tall equipment, reminding workers 
to look up for overhead power lines. 
Just call our office or drop us a note 
to request these stickers for your 
equipment.
 For more farm and electrical 
safety information, visit SafeElec-
tricity.org. 




