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Brutal weather is still not a record
Was this the most miserable winter
you can remember? It’s very possible,
depending on how old you are and how
good your memory is. But it’s not a
record-breaker.
Even with temperatures going below
zero 16 nights in the first seven weeks of
the year, it’s been worse in central Illinois.
Despite layers of snow that never seemed
to melt, we’re better off than the winter
of 1977-78 when 18 major storms hit our
state. The very next winter was rated the
third-worst ever for snowstorms.
It seems worse when we compare this
winter to the past few years, when we’ve
often enjoyed moderate temperatures and
short-lived snow cover. It’s been a rude
reminder that we still live in the Midwest section of the United States, not the
South or even Mid-Atlantic regions.
Adding to the challenge this winter have been supply challenges with
propane and, to some extent, natural gas.
Propane stocks were already low last fall,
and then cold air blasted across much
of the country and a couple of propane
pipelines experienced problems. Prices
skyrocketed by late January, and some
consumers had a hard time even finding
an adequate supply.
Large natural gas users were also
constrained in some areas, and electric
utilities had to burn more coal when
their gas-fired plants couldn’t operate at
normal levels. Consumers weren’t generally affected by temporary price spikes in

Comparing the daily low temperatures for the first seven weeks of 2014 to the
“normal” lows, you can see that we’ve had much colder-than-average weather
this winter! There were 16 days when the low temperature was below zero. Brrr!
the wholesale electric market, but some
energy marketers took a huge hit in
their finances.
RECC was fortunate to have a plentiful
supply of electricity under our long-term
contract with the Illinois Municipal Electric Agency, our wholesale power provider.

Our power costs have remained steady so
that we can maintain our retail rates.
The co-op’s Board of Directors continues to take the long-term approach
to our planning and power supply for
(Continued on page 2)
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Board report
Regular Board Meeting
January 28, 2014
The regular monthly meeting of the Board
of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience
Cooperative Co. was held at the cooperative
headquarters on January 28, 2014, at 6 p.m.,
with eight members present and Director
Beatty absent. Also present were President/
CEO David Stuva; Director of Member and
Public Relations Dana Smith; Executive Assistant Sandy Lex; and Attorney Jerry Tice.
* The minutes of the December 19, 2013
regular Board meeting were approved as presented.
* CEO Stuva and Dana Smith discussed a
potential RECC Scholarship program to be
awarded to a child of an RECC member. No
action was taken.
* CEO Stuva gave the IMEA report.
* Chairman Ayers reviewed the Executive
Summary of the January 16 AIEC Board
Meeting.
* There was no Attorney’s Report.
President/CEO’s Report
CEO Stuva reviewed the following reports
which had either been mailed or distributed
to all directors and attorney: Job Training and
Safety, Meters and Outages, Operations and
Maintenance, Engineering and Construction,
Member and Public Relations, Cash Flow,
Cash Disbursements Summary, and Check
Listing. The financial and statistical reports for
December 2013 were reviewed and accepted
for placement in the cooperative’s files.
CEO Stuva also:
* Noted that sales revenue, power costs and
total operating costs for the year 2013 were
very close to budgeted amounts.

Board Action
The Board acted on the following:
* Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership and electric service for
14 persons.
* Approved an amendment to Policy 120.28
entitled “Employee Restricted Use of Mobile
Telephones” to comply with Illinois law.
* Approved the list of members to serve on
the RECC Nominating Committee, which
will meet on for March 12 to name candidates
for Board elections in Districts 4, 5 and 6.
Committee members are:
District 4
Susan Fuchs-Holt
Curt Hays
Brett Slightom
Distrtict 5
David Ray
Fred Reichert
John Megginson
District 6
Steven Elam
Gary Norville
Thomas Vail
The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Brutal weather (Continued from page 1)
the benefit of our member-owners. While we
receive some renewable wind energy every
month (including our own GobNob turbine
at Farmersville), most of our electricity comes
from modern base load generating plants
fueled by coal, our region’s most abundant
energy source.
It’s a strategy that’s worked well for RECC
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* Discussed proposed changes to the Cooperative Policy 120.18 entitled “Substance
Abuse” which would restrict the use of medical marijuana by employees on the job. No
action was taken.
* Reviewed plans for upcoming meetings
and classes.

members for over 76 years, carrying us through
the worst winters as well as the mild ones, and
summers from one extreme to the other.
A good memory helps us remember what’s
happened in the past, but even more importantly we’re looking forward for you, to be
ready for whatever may happen next!

Prepare for a safe spring!
Believe it or not, spring will be
here soon. As you trade your ski
mittens for work gloves, keep safety
in mind for your spring jobs around
the house or farm.
Be sure to look up as you head
outdoors, for power lines that could
create a hazard. Long metal tools
like ladders, pool skimmers and
pruning poles could contact overhead lines and make you a path to
ground for electricity. The result can
be shocks or electrocution.
Lower any long tools or equipment when you are moving it. Carry
ladders and poles horizontally whenever possible. Of course, be careful
with any dump trucks or construction equipment, so that they’re not
raised up into a power line.

Be careful when working on or
around your roof, installing rooftop
antennas and satellite dishes, doing roof repair or cleaning gutters.
Don’t use water to clean gutters near
electric lines, and don’t go up on the
roof in bad weather.
Be especially
careful when working near power lines
attached to your
house or buildings.
Keep yourself and
equipment at least
10 feet from lines
– both vertically
and to each side.
Never trim
trees near
power lines – leave that to the
professionals. If the lines are
feeding to your meter pole
or meter on the house, they
are RECC’s responsibility
and we will trim around
them safely.
Never climb trees
near power lines, or let
your children climb those
trees. Even if the power
lines aren’t touching the
tree, they could come
in contact when more
weight is added to a
branch. Trees contain sap, which is a
good conductor of
electricity!

Be aware of underground lines

Remember that there may be
underground electric lines on your
property, in addition to telephone,
cable or other wires and pipes. Even
if you think you know where the
electric wires are, you still must call
JULIE to have any
utility lines located
before you start to
dig or drill for a
project. Call 8-1-1
at least two business
days in advance for
locates, which are
provided free by
the companies that
have facilities in the
general area.
Knowing where underground
lines are present can help you plan
where to plant a tree safely or avoid
building over the top of underground lines.
Planning is also important when
planting a tree that may be just a
few feet tall now but will grow to
as much as 100 feet. Don’t plant
large-specimen trees within 40 feet
of overhead lines, to avoid future
interference and drastic trimming.
RECC offers a brochure suggesting shrubs and trees of different
sizes at maturity, to help you in your
planning process. Call or drop us a
note to ask for Lines, Limbs and the
Landscape, free to our members.
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How much electricity do you use?
A kilowatt hour (kWh) is a
measure of the electricity you pay
for on your electric bill, like buying a gallon of gasoline or a pound
of hamburger. You can see a gallon
container and a platter of meat, but
kilowatt hours are harder to visualize. You can’t see electricity!
By definition, one kWh is the
amount of energy consumed if you
use 1,000 watts for one hour (1,000
watts = 1 kilowatt, or 1 kW). Watts
is the rate of electric use, like milesper-hour on your car’s speedometer.
How much electricity you use (in
kWhs) is like the mileage shown on
your odometer.
So, what determines how much
electricity you consume? The wattage or power that a piece of equipment uses, AND the length of time
it operates!

Calculating energy use

How many watts does a toaster
use? Usually about 1,000 watts, but
you can check yours on the little
tag on the bottom of the toaster.
That’s a pretty substantial amount
of power. So, does that toaster use
a lot of kWhs every month? If you
make two batches of toast every day,
taking two minutes each, that’s two
hours of operation for the month.
Taking one kW times two hours
gives you two kWhs a month to
make your toast, or about 24 cents on
a typical RECC rate. You’d probably
say, “The toaster’s no big deal on my
electric bill.” But, that’s just one of
the dozens of electrical devices you
have in your home!
Let’s look at one more device
for a different perspective. Today’s
flat-screen TVs are generally more

efficient that the old tube-type TVs,
but they also generally have larger
screens than ever before. So, maybe
your 46-inch LCD TV uses 120
watts while it’s turned on – a lot less
than that toaster!
The critical question is, how many
hours a month does your TV operate? U.S. household averages are
around 6 hours a day, or 180 hours a
month. Doing the math again, that
TV will use 21 kWhs, at a cost of
$2.52. (It’s really a bit higher, since
a TV continues to use a few watts
in “standby’ mode when you hit the
“off ” button.) Now, adjust that for
the hours your TV is used, and then
multiply by the number of TVs in
your house. Not so insignificant!

Adding up all those
kWhs, around the clock,
is the job of our
electric meter.

TV

120W
21 kWh/month

Refrigerator/Freezer
150 W
90 kWh/month

Microwave

1450W
22 kWh/month
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Meters record electric
consumption

Adding up all those kWhs,
around the clock, is the job of
our electric meter. It includes the
toasters and TVs that you control
directly, and other loads like refrigerators and furnace fans that run
automatically. No single item may
represent a large expense, but the
total for your household becomes a
major budget item.
On page 5 are some appliances
and equipment that are used in
many homes, with typical wattages
and monthly kWh consumption
shown. Remember that these can
vary, and everyone uses electricity
differently!

More energy
details
RECC offers a free
booklet listing many more
electrical devices and their
estimated monthly energy
use. “Your Family is Unique”
also offers many good energy-saving tips, and points
out some significant energy
users that you might have
overlooked. You can request
a copy of the booklet from
our office, or view it online
at our website (www.recc.
coop) under “Your Energy
Use – Energy Efficiency.”

Coffee Maker
900W
45 kWh/month

Hair Dryer

1500W
2.5 kWh/month

Electric Dryer
Space Heater
1500W
360 kWh/month

5000W
5 kWh/load

Ceiling Fan

125W
43 kWh/month
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News & Notes
News
& Notes
Dept. of Energy
acknowledges
carbon capture
plans will
raise rates
Carbon dioxide recovery
standards laid out by the
Environmental Protection
Agency for coal-fired power
plants would likely cause
a 70-80 percent surge in
wholesale coal-based electricity costs, according to testimony given to the House
Energy and Commerce
subcommittee. Dr. S. Julio
Friedmann, Department of
Energy Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Clean Coal,
said that the EPA’s plans to
require carbon capture and
sequestration technology
for new coal plants would
likely cause a 70-80 percent
increase for first-generation
projects, with the additional
cost of the next generation
of projects hopefully dropping to around 40 percent.
While those figures aren’t
new, the public admission by
a senior Administration official reflects the concern that
co-ops and other utilities
have about future prices of
electricity if the EPA’s standards are implemented. We
continue to ask our members and friends to go to the
website www.Action.coop
to tell EPA that its aggressive climate change agenda is
harmful to our economy!
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Energy tips on video!
You can see videos with energy tips for around the home at www.
TogetherWeSave.com, offered by the nation’s electric cooperatives.
On the home page, click on the “Home Energy Savings Tour.”
Exploring parts of a home on that page is fun, but you can also
click onto the “Watch and Learn” series of videos, with short clips
on kitchen tips, laundry room, lighting, stopping air infiltration and
much more. Check it out, and find more ways to save energy!

Don’t bake a
CFL bulb!
A CFL bulb will not withstand
400 degree temperatures in an oven.

Compact fluorescent (CFL) bulbs are excellent replacements for many incandescent bulbs, using less energy and lasting
several times longer than the low-tech incandescents. One task
that CFLs are not suited for, however, is lighting the inside of
your oven. This requires a special “appliance bulb” that’s built to
withstand the high oven temperatures when you’re baking. These
specialty 40-watt bulbs are one exemption to the federal government’s lighting efficiency standards that have taken the older
bulbs off the store shelves. Other specialty incandescent bulbs
that are still available are for outdoor post lights, hard service
bulbs for portable trouble lights, and colored bulbs.

MEMBER RESPONSE PAGE
Please send me information on services from RECC:
_______Peak Switch

_______New Home Energy Guidelines

_______Security Light Rental

_______Co-op Connections® Card

_______Dual Meter Heating Rate
_______Air Evac Memberships

_______Surge Suppressor Lease

_______Long Distance Saving Rates

_______5% ERC Loans for Efficiency
Improvements

_______Marathon Lifetime-Warranty
Water Heaters

Electric heating equipment rebates
An Electric Heating Systems Rebate form must be completed. Please request a rebate form or download a form at www.recc.coop.

•

Geothermal System – $250/home

•

Air Source Heat Pumps – $250/home
(with electric back-up)

•

Air Source Heat Pumps – $100/home
(with gas back-up)

Electric equipment rebate request
Please include a copy of your sales receipt for your new electric appliance or water heater, purchased within the past 12 months.
Limit one rebate for each appliance type.
_______Clothes Dryer, Electric Replacement – $25

_______Clothes Dryer, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25
_______Electric Range, Electric Replacement – $25

_______Electric Range, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25

_______Water Heater, Standard Warranty – $200
(less than 10-yr waranty)

_______Water Heater, Life–long Warranty – $250
(10-yr or longer warranty)
This water heater is for (40 gallon minimum):
_________ New Home
_________ Gas Conversion

_________ Electric Replacement

Member Name

Account No.

Mailing Address
Town

Phone

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative
P.O. Box 19, Auburn IL 62615
Telephone: (800) 245-7322 (RECC) or (217) 438-6197 • www.recc.coop
Normal office hours 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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P.O. Box 19
Auburn, IL 62615

YOUR
ELECTRICITY
ISN’T
SOMETHING
WE TAKE
LIGHTLY.
Before you switch on the lights, we’ve
already put up the poles, connected
miles of wire and flipped more than a
few switches of our own. All to make
sure your life is always “on.” Learn more
about the power of your co-op membership at TogetherWeSave.com.
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