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Outage maps now available online!
It was a dark and stormy night …
the lights went out, and you wondered if there was a widespread outage, or maybe just your home?
Of course, Rural Electric recommends that you call in your outage,
giving you the opportunity to ask
about the severity of the problem.
But now you can also see outage
maps on your computer or mobile
device, with the new information tool
on RECC’s website.
The outage map shows RECC’s
service area by ZIP code or by
substation area, and uses color coding to show how many accounts
are known to be out of power. For
privacy protection, individual outages
or addresses are not shown. The maps
are updated every five minutes by the
co-op’s Outage Management System,
which is also used by employees to
track outages and repairs.
When members call in to report
an outage, the account information
is entered into the outage system.
If several members are reported out
on the same line, the system projects that the entire section must be
off and indicates an outage for all
accounts on that line. After just a
few calls are received, our line crews
may have a good idea of where the
problem is and how many members
are affected.

During an outage, you can see the number of accounts out of service, by ZIP code or
by substation area. A link to the outage map is at www.recc.coop.
During extended outages that require
a lot of repair work, we will post updates
and progress reports with the outage map,
to keep our members informed about the
restoration progress. If members in a hardhit area see many outages on their part of
the map, and read comments on the repair
efforts, they can make needed accommodations for the outage time without repeatedly
calling the co-op office.

You can find a link to the new Outage
Map at our website, www.recc.coop. The
map information begins with entry of outage
reports by co-op staff, so you won’t see the
map change the same instant as your lights
go out!
The Outage Map is intended to help provide
a little more insight for members on what’s happening when an outage occurs. We hope you’ll
check it out, and let us know how you like it!
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Board report
Regular Board Meeting
June 20, 2013
The regular monthly meeting of the Board
of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience
Cooperative Co. was held at the cooperative
headquarters on June 20, 2013, at 7 p.m., with
eight members present. Ted Dowson was not
present. Also present were President/CEO
David Stuva, Manager of Finance and Office
Services Dean Fuchs, Manager of Operation
and Maintenance Lou DeLaby, Executive Assistant Sandy Lex, Computer Support Specialist Brandon Taylor, and Attorney Jerry Tice.
* Elections were held by secret ballot for officers of the Board for 2013-1014. Officers
elected were Jimmy Ayers, Chairman; Chris
Wilcox, Vice Chairman; Mel Repscher, Secretary/Treasurer; and John Beatty, Assistant
Secretary/Treasurer;
* The Board entered a short Executive Session, then returned to open session.
* The Board voted to accept the resignation of District 7 Director Ted Dowson, who
submitted a letter of resignation on June 19
citing health concerns. A co-op member will
be appointed later this year to fill the unexpired
term until the next election cycle for District 7.
* The minutes of the May 28 regular Board
meeting were approved as presented.
* The minutes of the Board meeting held
immediately after the RECC Annual Meeting
on June 13 were approved as presented.
* President/CEO Stuva and Lou DeLaby
reviewed the storm damage and repair efforts
from the May 30 and May 31 wind storms.
* CEO Stuva reported there had been no
IMEA Board meeting.
* Director Beatty presented the AIEC
Report. He reviewed the Executive Summary
of the AIEC Board meeting held June 20.
* There was no Attorney’s Report.

Follow us
on Facebook
Link from our web page
at www.recc.coop
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President/CEO’s Report
CEO Stuva reviewed the following reports
which had either been mailed or distributed
to all directors and attorney: Job Training and
Safety, Meters and Outages, Operations and
Maintenance, Engineering and Construction,
Member and Public Relations, Cash Flow,
Cash Disbursements Summary, and Check
Listing. The financial and statistical reports
for May 2013 were reviewed and accepted for
placement in the cooperative’s files.
CEO Stuva also:
* Reviewed the RECC Annual Meeting held
June 13, and said the new location at Glenwood Elementary School had worked out very
well.
* Reviewed plans for upcoming meetings and
classes.
Board Action
The Board acted on the following:
* Approved the application for, or reinstatement of, membership and electric service for
15 persons.
* Approved a Resolution to extend the
cooperative’s Energy Resource Conservation
Loan program for two years.
* Chairman Ayers was elected to serve on
the AIEC Board of Directors for a two-year
term, and John Beatty was elected as alternate
Director.
* Delegates were selected for upcoming
AIEC and NRECA meetings.
* Voted to change the date of the December Board meeting from Dec. 24 to Dec. 19,
at 6 p.m.
The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m.

SmartHub iscoming soon,
to your PC and mobile device!
RECC will be introducing
SmartHub for our members’ use
this fall. SmartHub will replace the
e-bill system now offered, but it will
also put more information at your
fingertips.

SmartHub doesn’t stop there.
Soon you will be able to report an
outage and gather additional, useful
information.
You will be able to use Smart-

Hub online, and download a free
app for mobile devices. Members
registered for our present e-bill site
will use the same sign-on information that they now use.

Some of the features include:
• View your hourly, daily, and
monthly electric use
• Quickly pay your bill
• Review past payments
• Receive bill reminders
• Update your account or
contact information
• Get outage information
• Receive alerts from RECC
• Connect with social media

TRUTH BE TOLD, YOUR ELECTRICITY
COMES FROM PEOPLE POWER.
Thankfully, there’s one energy source that co-op
members can always depend on – the hard-working
dedication and efficiency of your electric co-op
linemen. Learn more about the power of your
co-op membership at TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM
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Washington Youth Tour is biggest ever
This year’s Youth Tour to
Washington drew the biggest
attendance since its beginnings
in the 1950s, with 1,589 students
from 43 states visiting our nation’s
capital the week of June 14-21.
Illinois’ electric cooperatives sent
65 students and eight chaperones
to this fun-filled program.
RECC sponsored two high
school juniors on the 2013 Youth
Tour. Andy Arenz of Auburn
and Elle Egizii of Chatham were
awarded with the free trip, after a
selection process at Rural Electric
Youth Day last April.
The Youth Tour, sponsored by
the electric and telephone cooperatives of Illinois, is an introduction to our democratic form of
government and cooperatives for
rural youth.
In addition to the U.S. Capitol, students visited Arlington
National Cemetery, the Washington National Cathedral, several
Smithsonian Museums, the U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Museum, the
World War II Memorial, memori-

als to Presidents Lincoln, Jefferson,
Washington and Roosevelt, the
National Archives, the Newseum and
a number of other historical sites.

The Illinois group met with
their downstate Congressional
representatives, as well as Senator
Dick Durbin during the busy week.

Senator Dick Durbin
spent some time with
the Illinois students outside of the Hart Senate
Office Building.

Elle Egizii of
Chatham and
Andy Arenz of
Auburn were able to
meet Representative
Aaron Schock (center)
during their visit to the
Capitol. The two students were sponsored
on the trip by RECC.

The Illinois Electric Cooperatives group saw the U.S. Capitol and many other important sights during the
Youth Tour trip to Washington in June.
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Illinois electric cooperatives are alarmed by President’s
proposal that will increase the price of electricity
In a speech on June 25, President
Obama announced a broad new federal mandate to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions from electric power
plants. The President will instruct
federal regulators to apply the Clean
Air Act to carbon dioxide issued
from power plants. This will effectively outlaw coal-burning facilities,
and result in a massive new climate
tax upon all consumers. Illinois’
electric cooperatives are especially
concerned about the President’s
proposal since rural and low-income
Americans already spend disproportionately more on energy
than others.
“The President’s plan will hit coop served families and businesses in
Illinois awfully hard,” says RECC’s
President/CEO David Stuva. “Rural

communities have been put through
an economic wringer for the better
part of a decade, and they’ve made
incredible sacrifices. We respectfully
believe now is not the time to add a
new climate tax.”
The President’s climate proposal
fails to take into account electric
cooperatives’ existing efforts to integrate renewable energy into their
power portfolios, said Stuva. In an
“all of the above” energy supply approach, electric co-ops have worked
hard to diversify energy portfolios,
believing that diversification lowers
risk. Co-ops are also at the forefront
of energy efficiency initiatives, actively installing smart grid technology and adding the latest in efficient
generation resources when needed
to ensure long-term rate stability.

“Ultimately, not-for-profit,
consumer-owned electric cooperatives are about keeping electric
bills affordable and stable, and
finding ways to improve our members’ quality of life,” says Stuva.
“The President’s proposal will make
electric power more expensive,
causing our families and businesses
to sacrifice on top of all the other
uncertainty in our national economy.
Without question, electric bills will
get bigger for the Americans who
can least afford to pay them.”
The electric co-ops of Illinois
look forward to working with our
nation’s leaders to make sure that
keeping electric rates affordable for
consumers is a high priority as we
work to improve our nation’s energy
policy, Stuva says.

Youth Tour Thank-you’s
These notes were sent to Dana Smith, Director of Member and Public Relations,
who coordinated the Youth Day and Youth Tour contest at RECC.

Mr. Smith:

Mr. Smith:

Thank you so much for
helping me get to where I
am today. I could never go
to DC if it weren’t for your
help and support. Thanks
again and I hope to see
you soon!

I would like to thank you for
chaperoning the trip to Springfield and helping to give me this
trip of a lifetime. I enjoyed seeing
the sights in Washington including a military parade that was
one of a kind! Again, thanks for
all your help.

Elle Egizii

Andy Arenz
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News & Notes
News
& Notes
Trim energy waste from crop farms
Grains growers feed the nation, but farmers have to keep a
careful eye on energy use. Delivering water to crops costs $2.6
billion energy dollars every year,
according to the U.S. Department
of Agriculture. The National
Sustainable Agriculture Information Service reports 25 percent
of that energy was wasted due to
poor irrigation pump and motor
efficiency.
Here are a few ways to start
saving today:
1. Maintain: Maintain equipment and facilities following
manufacturers’ recommendations for proper use and
maintenance.
2. Turn off waste: Turn off
equipment when not in use or
needed. Educate employees on
the importance of not running
all equipment at the same time.

3. Motor Savings: Use National
Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA) Premium
Efficient electric motors. These
highly efficient products meet
the needs and applications of
the farmer and manufacturers
based on a consensus definition
of “premium efficiency.” Learn
more at www.motorsmatter.org.
4. Watch Ratings: Always consider energy consumption ratings when replacing or installing new equipment, typically
the lowest cost equipment is
the least energy efficient
Want more ways to save on the
farm? Use the animal housing,
irrigation, nitrogen, tillage, and
grain drying energy calculators at
EnergyTools.sc.egov.usda.gov.
Source: Ensave.com, National Sustainable
Agriculture Information Service, USDA

ELECTRICITY PUTS BREAD ON YOUR TABLE.

AND KEEPS IT IN YOUR WALLET.
LOAF OF BREAD
1936............................
8¢
2013............................ $1.41
INCREASE.....................

18X

ELECTRICITY
1936............................
2013............................

5¢
11¢

INCREASE.....................

2X

BASED ON AVERAGE COST PER KILOWATT HOUR

Keeping energy affordable. Just another way it pays
to be a co-op member. Learn more about the power of
your co-op membership at TogetherWeSave.com.
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Recycle and
earn $35
RECC and the Illinois
Municipal Electric Agency
(the agency that supplies our
wholesale electricity) continue to offer the “Recycle My
Fridge” program to remove old
refrigerators and freezers from
co-op members’ homes. By
recycling an extra refrigerator,
members can save as much as
$100 a year while assuring that
almost all of the parts are being re-used in some way. The
Appliance Recycling Centers
of America (ARCA), Inc. is
handling the pickup and handling of the working refrigerators and freezers, and will
send a $35 gift card to each
participant after the pickup is
completed.
Residents of owner-occupied homes served by RECC
can schedule an appointment
to have their refrigerator or
freezer picked up from inside
their homes, free of charge,
by calling (877) 341-2313 or
visiting the program’s website,
www.RecycleMyFridge.org.

MEMBER RESPONSE PAGE
Please send me information on services from RECC:
_______Peak Switch

_______New Home Energy Guidelines

_______Security Light Rental

_______Co-op Connections® Card

_______Dual Meter Heating Rate
_______Air Evac Memberships

_______Surge Suppressor Lease

_______Long Distance Saving Rates

_______5% ERC Loans for Efficiency
Improvements

_______Marathon Lifetime-Warranty
Water Heaters

Electric heating equipment rebates
An electric heat rebate form must be completed. Minimum system sizes apply.
•

Geothermal System – $250/home

•

Air Source Heat Pumps – $250/home
(with electric back-up)

•

Air Source Heat Pumps – $100/home
(with gas back-up)

Electric equipment rebate request
Please include a copy of your sales receipt for your new electric equipment, purchased and installed within the past 12 months.
_______Clothes Dryer, Electric Replacement – $25

_______Clothes Dryer, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25
_______Electric Range, Electric Replacement – $25

_______Electric Range, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25

_______Water Heater, Standard Warranty – $200
(less than 10-yr waranty)

_______Water Heater, Life–long Warranty – $250
(10-yr or longer warranty)
This water heater is for (40 gallon minimum):
_________ New Home
_________ Gas Conversion

_________ Electric Replacement

Member Name

Account No.

Mailing Address
Town

Phone

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative
P.O. Box 19, Auburn IL 62615
Telephone: (800) 245-7322 (RECC) or (217) 438-6197 • www.recc.coop
Normal office hours 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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P.O. Box 19
Auburn, IL 62615

Visit us at the Farm Progress Show!
RECC and other
central-Illinois
cooperatives will
have a display at
the 61st annual
Farm Progress
Show in Decatur, August
27-28-29. This
huge show is
coming back
to the “Progress
City” site on the
east side of Decatur
(every other year it’s held
in Iowa), next to Richland
Community College.
The Touchstone Energy®
electric cooperatives will be in the
Varied Industries Tent, near
the main gate on the west end
of Progress City. The Varied Industries Tent runs the length of
Fifth and Fourth Progress Street
and is in between West Progress
and Central Progress Avenue.
Stop by and check our “Energy
Efficiency Wall” and other energy
displays. Cooperative members can
present your Co-op Connections®
card for a special gift. If you don’t
have a Connections card or have
lost yours, contact our office for a
new one.
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Illinois Touchstone
Energy Cooperatives will also be
sponsoring
the Live Line
Demo, an
electrical
safety demonstration
featuring
7,200 volts
of electricity!
Great for kids
and adults, it’s
an experience your
family won’t want to

miss. Kyle Finley will have his Live
Line Demo just outside the Varied
Industries Tent on Junior Lot #549.
The Touchstone Energy Hot
Air Balloon will also be making an
appearance flying the American
flag each morning, and if weather
permits the balloon will do a late
afternoon flight as well.
Look for more information in
Prairie Farmer Magazine to learn
more about the 2013 Farm Progress
Show, or visit their website at
www.farmprogressshow.com
We hope to see you there!

Bring your Co-op Connections Card to the Illinois
Electric Cooperatives exhibit at the Farm Progress
Show, Aug. 27-28-29, and get a free gift!

