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GobNob gets new generator bearing
All mechanical devices are prone
to fail at some time, as any farmer
knows. That includes wind turbines,
and RECC’s wind-powered GobNob
generator experienced a failure on a
crucial component in March.
After the generator shut down
automatically because of a hightemperature alert in the main
bearing, the manufacturer sent a
service technician to check it out. He
found the generator bearing to be
badly worn and not able to operate
safely. Plans were set in motion, and
within days a new bearing was on
the way from EWT in Europe, the
manufacturer of the turbine.
Under the maintenance contract
that RECC has with EWT, all parts
and labor are included for the repair.
That also included two large cranes to
lower the blades and generator from
the 230-foot tower for the bearing
change-out.
All the machinery and parts
arrived in early April, and the cranes
were assembled and ready to go when
calm winds came on Sunday, April
7. The professional crews were able
to remove the hub and three blades,
then the generator, beginning early
on Sunday morning. The generator
casing was opened so that the new
(Continued on page 3)

The large cranes were back at the GobNob wind turbine in early April to remove the generator
from the top of the tower. Technicians from the turbine manufacturer changed the bearing in
the generator, and then re-installed the generator and blades in one day.
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Board report
Regular Board Meeting
March 26, 2013
The regular monthly meeting of the Board
of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience
Cooperative Co. was held at the cooperative
headquarters on March 26, 2013, at 7 p.m.,
with all members present except John Beatty.
Also present were President/CEO David
Stuva; Manager of Finance and Office
Services Dean Fuchs; Manager of Operation
and Maintenance Lou DeLaby; Director of
Member and Public Relations Dana Smith;
Executive Assistant Sandy Lex; Computer
Support Specialist Brandon Taylor; Field
Engineer & Purchasing Agent Martin
Hinton; Electrician 1st Class Jeff Lancaster;
and Attorney Tice.
* The minutes of the February 26 regular
Board meeting were approved as presented.
* CEO Stuva introduced Martin Hinton,
who explained the failure of the generator
bearing at RECC’s GobNob wind turbine. He
said the manufacturer will replace the bearing
under the co-op’s maintenance contract, and a
new bearing is being shipped from overseas.
* President/CEO Stuva introduced Dana
Smith, who provided an update on the HomE
energy efficiency rebate program, which has
utilized the $600,000 available for Illinois
co-op members. RECC members will receive
$29,606.50 of that total. Jeff Lancaster
discussed the home energy audits he performs
for members, and reviewed some of the
common energy problems he finds with an
infrared imaging camera.
* CEO Stuva presented the IMEA Report.
* Chairman Ayers reviewed the Executive
Summary of the AIEC board meeting held
March 21.
* There was no Attorney’s Report.

President/CEO’s Report
CEO Stuva reviewed the following reports
which had either been mailed or distributed
to all directors and attorney: Job Training and
Safety, Meters and Outages, Operations and
Maintenance, Engineering and Construction,
Member and Public Relations, Cash Flow,
Cash Disbursements Summary, and Check
Listing. The financial and statistical reports for
February 2013 were reviewed and accepted for
placement in the cooperative’s files.
CEO Stuva also:
* Reported that Glenwood School District
is changing summer activities at Glenwood
High School this summer to reduce operating
costs, and that staff is recommending
the meeting be moved to the Glenwood
Elementary School next to the high school.
* Noted that RECC has received two
safety awards from the Association of Illinois
Electric Cooperatives’ (AIEC) Safety and
Training Department, for its employee safety
record in 2012.
* Reviewed plans for upcoming meetings
and classes.
Board Action
The Board acted on the following:
* Approved the application for, or
reinstatement of, membership and electric
service for 10 persons.
* Approved a Resolution to pre-pay a
portion of the co-op’s employee retirement
contribution, to earn a discount on future
payments to NRECA.
* Voted to hold the 2013 RECC Annual
Meeting at the Glenwood Elementary School
in Chatham.
The meeting adjourned at 10:30 p.m.

UNLOADING OUR SECOND FRIDGE
HELPED US STOCK UP
ON GROCERIES.
That old, empty beast was costing us money on our electric bill, so
we kicked it to the curb for recycling. Find out what you can do at
TogetherWeSave.com.

T OG E T H E RW E S AV E .C O M
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GobNob (continued from page 1)
This is not a job for everyone! Workers were lifted to the
outside of the blade hub over 230 feet in the air.

The 900-KW generator is set on a cradle, so it
can be taken apart for removal of the bearing.
After the bearing was
changed, the rotor was
set back in place, just
inside the stator coils
around the outside of
the housing.

The new 4,300-pound bearing supports the
hub and blade assembly, with huge stresses
in every direction.
bearing could be installed. With
the unique design of the EWT
generator there is only one bearing,
and no gearbox on the tower.
After re-assembly of the
generator, it was lifted to the tower
Sunday late afternoon, and the
blades went up as dusk set in. The
one-day window of good weather
was just enough to get the aerial
work done. Within two more days,
the blades were spinning again as
start-up procedures commenced.
The GobNob turbine was

At dusk on April 7, the
blades were raised
back to the top of the
tower and bolted to the
generator, The turbine
was operating again
two days later.

installed in December 2008,
and began producing electricity
in March 2009. To date it has
produced nearly eight million
kilowatt hours that were used
by RECC members served on
the Farmersville substation. The
generator was replaced in 2011
because of short circuits in the coils,
also at the manufacturer’s expense.
“Overall, the GobNob turbine
has operated very well, especially
in the past two years,” says David
Stuva, RECC President/CEO. “The

past two winters were excellent
for wind availability and generator
operation. There were days in
January when it ran at near-capacity
of 900 kilowatts for 24 hours at a
time.” Summer output will be lower
because of less wind, he pointed out.
Members and the public can see
the turbine in operation on a web
cam, with a link from our website at
www.recc.coop. Click on the large
photo on the home page to find the
link and other information.

3

CFL burnout not a danger
Compact fluorescent light bulbs
(CFLs) not only create light in a
different way from incandescent
bulbs – they also die differently.
Contrary to an e-mail hoax
started in 2010, the bulbs will not
burst into flames, although they may
smoke a little, go out with a pop,
and even give off a little burning
smell. Actually, this is what they’re
designed to do. The electronic
components fail, and stop electricity
from passing through the bulb.
According to Underwriters
Laboratories, Inc. (UL®), an
independent firm that tests and sets
standards for electrical items, the
popping and smoking are just the
electronic components going into
failure mode and pose no fire risk.
Even the plastic at the base of the
bulb is flame-retardant, although it
may become blackened.

“CFLs are one of the products
we regularly test to specific
requirements for electrical safety,
fire and shock hazards,” says John
Drengenberg, UL consumer affairs
manager.
CFL bulbs produce 75 percent
less heat than incandescent bulbs.
There is no wire filament to burn
out like an incandescent (which is
what rattles around in a burned-out
bulb). But with over 130 million
CFLs sold each year, the end-of-life
scenario will become more familiar
to consumers.
For the best protection, look for
the UL mark when buying CFLs,
which means the product was
investigated to meet specific safety
requirements.

Annual Meeting location
is moving (barely)
New Glenwood Elementary School will be 2013 site
RECC’s 76th Annual meeting will be
held Thursday, June 13 at the Glenwood
Elementary School in Chatham. That’s about
200 yards west of the Glenwood high school
building where our meeting had been held
the past three years, so members should have
no trouble finding the new location! Changes
in the school district’s summer operations
prompted the move, with the elementary
building offering plenty of space, a cafeteria
for the pork chop dinner and a large multipurpose room for the business meeting.
Registration and dinner will begin at 5 p.m.,
and the meeting is at 7 p.m. Local vendors and
crafters are invited to set up displays during
the dinner period (please call our office by
May 31). Kids’ activities will also be offered,
so come have a good time and learn what’s
happening at RECC!
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Students see the Capitol
during Youth Day
Busy legislators and eager
students, along with a helpful respite
from rain showers, came together
to make the Illinois Rural Electric
and Telephone Cooperatives Youth
Day a success on April 17. More
than 200 students from downstate
Illinois, including seven from
RECC’s area, got a close-up glimpse
of their state government and the
people working there.
The day was sponsored by the
Association of Illinois Electric
Cooperatives and is designed to
introduce young rural leaders to
state government. There were 24 coops from across the state represented
at the event.
Students had an opportunity
meet their local legislators and ask
about key issues being debated
at the State Capitol. Senator
Sam McCann of Carlinville and
Representative C. D. Davidsmeyer
of Jacksonville met with the RECC
group on the Senate floor, and
touched on topics including gun
control and school funding.
Senator McCann was also kind
enough to spend extra time with
three of the students discussing
business and political opportunities
for young citizens, and intern
programs at the statehouse.
The group also toured the Old
State Capitol, the Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Museum, and the War
Memorials and Lincoln’s Tomb at
Oak Ridge Cemetery.
At the end of the tours, each of
the seven high school juniors had
a short interview to compete for
a free Youth To Washington trip
in June to see the nation’s capital.
Winners of the week-long trip were
Andy Arenz and Elle Egizii. Rhett
Warner was named as the alternate.
Watch for news on the
Washington trip in this summer’s
issues of Rural Hilights!

Students representing RECC at the Youth Day program, in front two rows
from left are: Connor Benbrook (Glenwood High School), Rebecca Nelson
and Rhett Warner (Taylorville), Taylor Barnard and Claire Duewer (Waverly),
Elle Egizii (Glenwood), and Andrew Arenz (Auburn). Back row: Sen. Sam
McCann, Rep. C.D. Davidsmeyer and Dana Smith, RECC Director of Member and Public Relations.
Below: Youth Day activities included a
visit to Lincoln’s Tomb in Springfield.

Youth Day
04.17.13
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News & Notes
News
& Notes
Use
dehumidifiers
wisely
Using a dehumidifier
decreases the humidity and
reduces the chances of mold
or mildew growth, making
your home healthier and
more comfortable. Running
a dehumidifier comes
with a cost, however. The
monthly expense will often
run from $15 to $35 in the
summer, but it can add $50
to your electricity bill if the
dehumidifier runs a lot. Here
are some tips on managing
humidity problems and saving
money at the same time.
 Set the humidistat
so the unit does not
run continuously. For
basements, 50 percent
relative humidity is
recommended in summer.
 Close all windows and
doors to the area. This will
reduce the humidity coming
from outside air.
 Locate the dehumidifier in
the area with the highest
humidity. But don’t create a
safety hazard by placing it
in standing water.
 Empty the tank regularly, or
connect a hose to drain the
condensed water from the
unit.
 Frost can form on the coils
when the room temperature
drops below 65 degrees. If
frost forms, turn off the unit
until the ice melts.
If you’re shopping for a
dehumidifier, look for Energy
Star-qualified models that have
more efficient refrigeration
coils, compressors and fans
than conventional models.
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RECC assists M.J.M. Electric
RECC has been fortunate so far this spring in not having any
major storm damage. When an electric cooperative does get hit hard
by snow, ice or high winds it can call on other co-ops as part of the
Illinois Emergency Work Plan coordinated by the Association of Illinois
Electric Cooperatives. That happened on the night of April 10 when
straight-line winds broke off 32 poles south of Carlinville, on M.J.M.
Electric Cooperative’s lines. We sent a crew to help immediately the next
morning, along with a crew from Illinois Rural Electric from Winchester.
Together with the M.J.M crews, they were able get all the members back
in service on Thursday. RECC Manager of Operations and Maintenance
Lou DeLaby says that the Emergency Work Plan allows help to be called
in quickly when needed, with the requesting co-op paying for the labor
and truck costs for the co-ops providing assistance.

Board elections to be held at
Annual Meeting
Three incumbent directors have been nominated for election to the
RECC Board at the annual meeting in June, but other nominations
may be made by petition until May 14, 2013. Biographies and
candidate statements for any additional nominees will be included in
the Annual Meeting report booklet which will be mailed to members
on June 3. Candidates for a district may be named by a petition signed
by 15 or more members in that district. Petition forms are available
from the co-op office in Auburn.
Elections will be held this year for Board Districts 1 (incumbent
Clayton Bloome), 2 (incumbent Chris Wilcox), and 3 (incumbent
Jimmy Ayers).

MEMBER RESPONSE PAGE
Please send me information on services from RECC:
_______Peak Switch

_______New Home Energy Guidelines

_______Security Light Rental

_______Co-op Connections® Card

_______Dual Meter Heating Rate
_______Air Evac Memberships

_______Surge Suppressor Lease

_______Long Distance Saving Rates

_______5% ERC Loans for Efficiency
Improvements

_______Marathon Lifetime-Warranty
Water Heaters

Electric heating equipment rebates
An electric heat rebate form must be completed. Minimum system sizes apply.
•

Geothermal System – $250/home

•

Air Source Heat Pumps – $250/home
(with electric back-up)

•

Air Source Heat Pumps – $100/home
(with gas back-up)

Electric equipment rebate request
Please include a copy of your sales receipt for your new electric equipment, purchased and installed within the past 12 months.
_______Clothes Dryer, Electric Replacement – $25

_______Clothes Dryer, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25
_______Electric Range, Electric Replacement – $25

_______Electric Range, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25

_______Water Heater, Standard Warranty – $200
(less than 10-yr waranty)

_______Water Heater, Life–long Warranty – $250
(10-yr or longer warranty)
This water heater is for (40 gallon minimum):
_________ New Home
_________ Gas Conversion

_________ Electric Replacement

Member Name

Account No.

Mailing Address
Town

Phone

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative
P.O. Box 19, Auburn IL 62615
Telephone: (800) 245-7322 (RECC) or (217) 438-6197 • www.recc.coop
Normal office hours 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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P.O. Box 19
Auburn, IL 62615

Be safe indoors during a
thunderstorm
Thunderstorms can occur in the
Midwest during any month, but
spring is the most common time for
thunder and lightning to rumble
across our skies. Everyone should
be aware of the dangers associated
with lightning and how to protect
themselves.
If thunderstorms and lightning
are approaching, the safest location
is indoors away from doors and
windows. Lightning can strike up
to ten miles from the area in which
it is raining and you do not have
to see clouds. A direct strike is not
necessary for lightning voltage to
enter your home through phone
lines, electrical wires, cables, and
plumbing.
Avoid water, electric appliances,
and other objects that could conduct
electricity, and use only cordless
or cell phones to make emergency
calls. Other recommendations to
avoid lightning shock and damage
include:
 Turn off and unplug appliances
well before a storm nears—never
during. Do not expect a surge
protector to save appliances from
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a lightning strike, unplug it as
well.
 Stay away from electrical outlets,
appliances, computers, power
tools, and TVs. Take off headsets
and stop playing video games.
 Turn off your air conditioner to
protect the compressor from a
power surge and avoid a costly
repair job.
 Avoid water and contact with
piping—including sinks, baths,
and faucets. Do not wash
dishes, shower, or bathe during
a thunderstorm. Also avoid
washers and dryers since they not
only connect with the plumbing
and electrical systems but also
contain an electrical path from
the outside through the dryer
vent.
 Do not lie on the concrete floor
of a garage as it likely contains a
wire mesh.
 Basements typically are
a safe place to go during
thunderstorms, but avoid
concrete walls that may contain
metal rebar.
 Don’t forget your pets. Dog
houses are not lightning-safe,

and dogs chained to trees can
easily fall victim to a strike.
 When the storm is over, wait 30
minutes after the last lightning
strike you see before going
outside.
Additional storm safety
information can be found at
www.SafeElectricity.org.

