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Transmission poles replaced along Lake Springfield
Dry weather provides opportunity for upgrade
Low water levels in area lakes this
winter have caused some concern,
but they presented an opportunity
for RECC to change four poles on a
transmission line that are normally
not as accessible.
The 69,000-volt line from
Springfield to the co-op’s Glenarm
substation crosses Lake Springfield
on the north side of Chatham, and
four poles are at the shoreline. “With
the lake level being low this winter,
we decided it would be a good time
to change out these poles,” said Lou
DeLaby, Manager of Operations
and Maintenance. “Even though
they appeared to be in good shape,
the poles were 42 years old, and we
really didn’t want to face an extreme
challenge if a pole broke off and fell
into the lake,” he said.
The work was done during the
week of February 18, and the lake
level was already starting to rise due
to pumping by City Water Light
& Power (CWLP), which manages
Lake Springfield.
Because of their experience in
working around the lake, CWLP
provided the digger truck to install
the four poles. The only access was
from the Interurban Bicycle Trail,
which follows the Union Pacific
(Continued on page 3)

A new transmission pole is framed and ready to install in the easement next to Lake Springfield, north of Glenwood High School. An entry ramp has been built from the Interurban Bicycle
Trail for a digger truck to install the 60-foot pole.
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Board report
Resume of Minutes
Regular Board Meeting
January 22, 2013
The regular monthly meeting of the Board
of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience
Cooperative Co. was held at the cooperative
headquarters on January 22, 2013, at 6 p.m.,
with all members present except Chairman
Ayers. Also present were President/CEO
David Stuva, Director of Member and
Public Relations Dana Smith, Executive
Assistant Sandy Lex, and Attorney Tice. Vice
Chairman of the Board Chris Wilcox chaired
the meeting.
* The minutes of the December 20, 2012
regular Board meeting were approved as
presented.
* CEO Stuva introduced Kevin Gaden,
President/CEO of Illinois Municipal Electric
Agency, who presented IMEA’s year in review
and discussed the power market outlook.
* President/CEO Stuva introduced
Dana Smith, who reviewed the new HomE
Lite rebate program for energy efficiency
projects in member homes. He also pointed
out the Energy Code Workshop that will
be sponsored by RECC for home building
professionals on March 5.
* CEO Stuva presented the IMEA Report.
* Directors reviewed the Executive
Summary of the AIEC board meeting held
January 17.
* Attorney Tice provided status reports on
various activities.
President/CEO’s Report
CEO Stuva reviewed the following reports
which had either been mailed or distributed
to all directors and attorney: Job Training and
Safety, Meters and Outages, Operations and
Maintenance, Engineering and Construction,
Member and Public Relations, Cash Flow,
Cash Disbursements Summary, and Check
Listing. The financial and statistical reports for
December 2012 were reviewed and accepted
for placement in the cooperative’s files.
CEO Stuva also:
* Reported that kWh sales in 2012 were
102,694,363 compared to 107,218,184 kWhs
in 2011. Line losses were lower in 2012 than
2011, and the co-op’s equity level increased in
2012.
* Reviewed plans for upcoming meetings
and classes.

Board Action
The Board acted on the following:
* Approved the application for, or
reinstatement of, membership and electric
service for 13 persons.
* Approved member appointments to
the 2013 Nominating Committee, which
will meet on March 7 at 6:30 p.m. to select
candidates for Board elections to occur at
the RECC Annual Meeting on June 13.
Committee members are:
District 1
Mike Dozier
P.O. Box 752
Rochester, IL 62563
Carl Spengler
1197 N. 100 East Rd.
Pawnee, IL 62558
Raymond Squires
43 Marianne Drive
Pawnee, IL 62558
District 2
Kevin Duewer
10813 Pleasant Valley Rd.
Waverly, IL 62692
Donald M. Hermes
594 Duewer Rd.
Waverly, IL 62692
Dan Neuman
9800 Mansion Rd.
Loami, IL 62661
District 3
Joe Coffey
7993 New City Rd.
Rochester, IL 62563
Daniel Derenzy
8659 Cardinal Hill Rd.
Rochester, IL 62563
Vince Fisher
6311 Mottar Rd.
Rochester, IL 62563
			
The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

Transmission poles (continued from page 1)
railroad line passing though
Chatham. The poles are about a mile
from the nearest entry point to the
pathway from Plummer Boulevard
in Chatham.
RECC’s crews cleared entry
points from the bike path to the
lake, bringing in several tons of
gravel to support the large trucks.
While the work was going on, the
transmission line was de-energized
and the distribution circuits from
the Glenarm substation were back
fed from other subs.
“We appreciate the cooperation
with CWLP and the Village of
Chatham in getting this project
done while conditions were
favorable,” said DeLaby. “That’s
one less potential emergency that
we might have to worry about,
and hopefully a continued future
reliability in the delivery system for
our members.”

Four poles on the transmission line feeding RECC’s Glenarm substation are
near the water’s edge at the crossing of Lake Springfield north of Chatham.

The new pole is carefully lifted between the
transmission wires next to the old pole.

RECC journeyman lineman Dave Flynn (left)
and a lineman from City
Water Light and Power
help nudge the 4,000
pound transmission pole
into place.

The pole is ready to be dropped into the eight-foot hole which
was drilled at the edge of the lake.
3

Safety first when operating your
standby generator!
We know that many
members (probably
hundreds) have standby
generators of some type to
provide electricity when
the power goes out. They
may be just big enough to
run the sump pump and
furnace fan, or a wholehouse unit to run various
lights and appliances,
but any generator can
be dangerous to you and
those down the line.
Properly connecting
the generator into the
electrical system is a
critical step for safe and
effective use. A transfer
switch must be installed
to break the path of
electricity between the
Emergency generators must be connected through a properly sized transfer switch to
power lines and your
operate safely and avoid back feeding power onto the co-ops’s lines.
generator.
While the old farmstyle generator system
typically has a transfer switch at
generator inside a home, garage or
 Ensure your generator is
the meter, to allow the generator
other enclosed building. To keep
properly grounded.
to feed the entire premises, many
fumes away from people and pets,
 Never overload a
systems today have the generator
operate the generator outdoors and
generator. A portable
located near the house and may feed away from air intakes to the home.
generator should only be
just some circuits in the house. A
If the generator is in an attached
used when necessary to
qualified electrician should install
garage, even if the doors are open
power essential equipment
these systems, consulting with the
during operation, be sure to install
or appliances.
owner to determine which circuits
carbon monoxide alarms inside the
are critical and can be adequately
home, especially in sleeping areas.
 Turn off all equipment
supplied by the generator.
We urge you to follow these
powered by the generator
Without a transfer switch, you
safety guidelines when using a
before shutting it down.
may send electricity back through
portable generator:
the power lines, creating a lethal
 Always have a fully charged
 Never connect a generator
hazard for anyone who thought the
fire extinguisher nearby.
directly to your home’s
line was “dead.”
wiring unless your
 Never fuel a generator
home has been wired for
while it is operating.
Avoid carbon monoxide
generator use. Individual
Just like your car engine, a
appliances can be directly
 Read and adhere to
generator produces carbon
connected to the receptacle
the manufacturer’s
monoxide when running. This is an
outlet of a portable
instructions for safe
odorless, invisible and deadly gas
generator. Use heavy duty,
operation. Never cut
that will overtake you in a matter of
outdoor-rated cords with
corners when it comes to
minutes.
a wire size that is adequate
safety.
Never operate a portable
for the appliance load.
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Energy efficiency: Helping you take
a bite out of your electric bill
“Little things add up.”
That’s the central message of
our “TogetherWe Save” campaign
developed by electric cooperatives
under the national Touchstone
Energy® brand. Go to the
TogetherWeSave.com website, and
you’ll see tips for saving energy
around the house without busting
your monthly budget.
Can small projects really make
a difference in your energy bills?
Generally, the answer to that is a
resounding “yes.” Even small energy
efficiency measures will save money.
For as little as $2, the cost of an
outlet and switch plate insulator kit,
you can begin to improve comfort
around your home.
What areas should you
focus on? Start with the basics:
applying weather stripping and
caulk around doors and windows;
replacing traditional incandescent
lightbulbs with compact fluorescent
lightbulbs (CFLs); and insulating
your water heater and hot water
pipes. Then look at some bigger
expenditures: adding insulation to
your attic, installing a programmable
thermostat, and sealing ductwork.

You can find many ideas
at Together We Save, or you
might want to check out the
U.S. Department of Energy’s
EnergySavers.gov.
If you want to look at bigger
projects for your home, consider
having a comprehensive energy
audit done. RECC can perform
testing to help you identify areas
where your efficiency could be
improved, or local contractors may
offer a complete package of testing
and improvement projects that will
reduce your energy bills.
Equipment rebates and federal
tax credits may be available to
make installations more affordable,
so now is a great time to consider
some improvements! If you have
questions, call our office at (217)
438-6197.
We at Rural Electric
Convenience Cooperative are
committed to helping you keep your
electric bills affordable. Our energy
efficiency programs are one way we
can help you manage your energy
use. It’s just one more way we’re
looking out for you!

HomE rebates
wrapping up
The new HomE Lite energy
efficiency rebate program
announced in January has been
wildly popular among Illinois
cooperative members, with
about half of the statewide
$600,000 fund claimed on
the February 14 report. Coops were to submit their next
batch of rebate requests on
March 5, which could exhaust
the remaining funds. If you
have a qualifying efficiency
project being completed, you
can contact RECC about any
remaining funds. All requests
have been on a first-come basis
for the $600,000 program.
RECC members have
jumped at the chance to make
energy improvements, with 19
rebates through Feb. 14 for a
total of $20,211. Most have
been for insulation projects and
energy audits, with five rebates
paid for geothermal heating/
cooling systems.
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News & Notes
News
& Notes

How does weather affect your bill?
If you use electric heat in your home, you know that the coldest months result in more kilowatt hours
(kWhs) on your bill. But most other homes also tend to use more electricity when the temperatures go
down. You can check this effect with My Energy Tracker, with online graphs of your monthly, daily or
hourly kWh use, along with local temperature readings. The meter readings are updated daily, so you can
check your kilowatt hour use before the next bill comes!
To use the program, you must register on our e-bill page, and set up your own secure viewing account.
Start at the www.recc.coop homepage, and click on “View or Pay Your Bill Online.” Once you’re on the
e-bill page click on the blue “My Energy Tracker” link.
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Choose the right plants
near power lines

Refrigerator recycling
offers $35 reward

You need more than a green
thumb before planting any
trees and shrubs near overhead
power lines this spring! For any
future maintenance work on the
wires, no tree should be planted
within 10 feet of a power line.
Shrubs and short trees may be
planted ten to 20 feet away, and
progressively bigger trees can
safely be planted as the distance
increases. Large trees such as
oaks and maples need to be
planted at least 40 feet from
power lines to keep their branches away from
the wires in the next 20 years and beyond.
For tips on the right trees to plant near power
lines, ask us for the free brochure “Lines,
Limbs and the Landscape.” RECC’s phone is
(217) 438-6197, or e-mail recc@recc.coop.

RECC and the Illinois Municipal Electric
Agency (the agency that supplies our wholesale
electricity) continue to offer the “Recycle My
Fridge” program to remove old refrigerators
and freezers from co-op members’ homes. By
recycling an extra refrigerator, members can
save as much as $100 a year while assuring
that almost all of the parts are being re-used in
some way. The Appliance Recycling Centers of
America (ARCA), Inc. is handling the pickup
and handling of the old refrigerators and
freezers, and will send a $35 gift card to each
participant after the pickup is completed.
Residents of owner-occupied homes served
by RECC can schedule an appointment to
have their refrigerator or freezer picked up
from inside their homes, free of charge, by
calling (877) 341-2313 or visiting the program’s
website, www.RecycleMyFridge.org.

Member Response Page
Please send me information on services from RECC:
_______Peak Switch

_______New Home Energy Guidelines

_______Security Light Rental

_______Co-op Connections® Card

_______Dual Meter Heating Rate
_______Air Evac Memberships

_______Surge Suppressor Lease

_______Long Distance Saving Rates

_______5% ERC Loans for Efficiency
Improvements

_______Marathon Lifetime-Warranty 		
Water Heaters

Electric heating equipment rebates
An electric heat rebate form must be completed. Minimum system sizes apply.
•

Geothermal System – $250/home

•

Air Source Heat Pumps – $250/home
(with electric back-up)

•

Air Source Heat Pumps – $100/home
(with gas back-up)

Electric equipment rebate request
Please include a copy of your sales receipt for your new electric equipment, purchased and installed within the past 12 months.
_______Clothes Dryer, Electric Replacement – $25

_______Clothes Dryer, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25

_______Electric Range, Electric Replacement – $25

_______Electric Range, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25

_______Water Heater, Standard Warranty – $200			
(less than 10-yr waranty)

_______Water Heater, Life–long Warranty – $250		
(10-yr or longer warranty)
This water heater is for (40 gallon minimum):
__________ New Home
__________ Gas Conversion

__________ Electric Replacement

Member Name

Account No.

Mailing Address
Town

Phone

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative
P.O. Box 19, Auburn IL 62615
Telephone: (800) 245-7322 (RECC) or (217) 438-6197 • www.recc.coop
Normal office hours 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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P.O. Box 19
Auburn, IL 62615

Rural Electric Youth Day entries due March 22
High school juniors have a
great opportunity to see their state
government up-close on April 17,
and maybe win a trip to Washington
in June! The March 22 registration
deadline is fast approaching, though.
Up to 10 students will be
sponsored by RECC at the Illinois
Rural Electric Youth Day program
on Wednesday, April 17, touring
the Capitol and other historic
sites, and meeting with their state
legislators. Two of those students
will be selected to attend the Youth
To Washington trip, June 14-21,
with about 1,000 young people from
around the country. RECC sponsors
these trips to encourage students to
learn more about our government’s
operation and about electric
cooperatives.
Any junior attending a high
school in RECC’s service area is
eligible for these expense-paid
programs. Students can contact
our office to receive an application
along with background information.
The application form includes a
summary of the student’s school and
civic activities and accomplishments,
and a brief essay question pertaining
to the rural electric program.
Applications must be returned
to RECC by March 22, and
the ten students selected for the
Illinois Youth Day program will be
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State Senator Sam McCann greeted students at the 2012 Rural Electric Youth
Day at the state Capitol.
notified by March 29 so that they
can arrange their school schedules
around the trip. Transportation
will be provided from Auburn to
Springfield and back.
After the day’s activities in
Springfield, the students will have
individual interviews to select two
winners for the trip to Washington,
D.C. They will be judged on their
written application, personal poise
and confidence, and demonstrated
understanding of the rural electric

program. The two winners will
travel by bus from Springfield to
Washington this summer, in one of
the best-recognized youth programs
in the nation’s capital.
Tell your child, grandchild,
neighbor or friend about these two
super programs sponsored by your
electric cooperative, and encourage
them to apply.

