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RECC recognized with safety awards

RECC received two awards from
the Association of Illinois Electric
Cooperatives’ (AIEC) Safety and
Training Department for our safe
operating record in 2012. The Best
Illness/Accident Record and the Best
Lost-Time Accident Record certificates were presented by Ken Macken,

pictured at far right, Manager of Safety
and Loss Control at the AIEC.
Accepting the awards for RECC
were (front row, from left): Lou DeLaby,
Manager of Operations and Maintenance; Dave McCarty, warehouseman;
Clark Bowman, electric serviceman;
Curt Nichelson, line foreman; and

David Stuva, President/CEO. Back
row: line foreman Ken
Williamson, linemen Dave Flynn,
Travis Boylen, Walt Wallace, and
Craig Costello. Linemen Curt Fishburn, Tim Hemberger and Bill Hart
were not present for the photo.
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Board report
Resume of Minutes
Regular Board Meeting
February 26, 2013
The regular monthly meeting of the Board
of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience
Cooperative Co. was held at the cooperative
headquarters on February 26, 2013, at 6 p.m.,
with all members present. Also present were
President/CEO David Stuva; Manager of
Finance and Office Services Dean Fuchs;
Manager of Operation and Maintenance
Louis DeLaby; Executive Assistant Sandy
Lex; Computer Support Specialist Brandon
Taylor; and Attorney Tice.
* The minutes of the January 22 regular
Board meeting were approved as presented.
* CEO Stuva introduced Trish Pompeo,
Sales Manager for Air Evac who presented
an overview of the services provided by Air
Evac Lifeteam in 26 states. RECC offers a
monthly payment plan on the electric bill for
participating co-op members.
* President/CEO Stuva introduced Lou
DeLaby who reported on the replacement of
four RECC transmission line poles located
along Lake Springfield near Chatham.
* CEO Stuva presented the IMEA Report.
* Chairman Ayers reviewed the Executive
Summary of the AIEC board meeting held
February 14.
* Jerry Tice provided the Attorney’s Report.
President/CEO’s Report
CEO Stuva reviewed the following reports
which had either been mailed or distributed
to all directors and attorney: Job Training and
Safety, Meters and Outages, Operations and
Maintenance, Engineering and Construction,
Member and Public Relations, Cash Flow,
Cash Disbursements Summary, and Check

Follow us
on Facebook
Link from our web page
at www.recc.coop
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Listing. The financial and statistical reports for
January 2013 were reviewed and accepted for
placement in the cooperative’s files.
CEO Stuva also:
* Reported that the Village of Pawnee
had passed an Ordinance granting a new 10year franchise for providing electric service
to RECC members within the corporate
boundaries.
* Noted that one member of the approved
Nominating Committee would not be able to
attend the scheduled March 7 meeting. The
Board’s consensus was that no replacement
was needed for the meeting.
* Reviewed plans for upcoming meetings
and classes.
Board Action
The Board acted on the following:
* Approved the application for, or
reinstatement of, membership and electric
service for 13 persons.
* Accepted the Franchise Ordinance
adopted by the Village of Pawnee for a 10year franchise period.
* Approved a revision in the Co-op Policy
“Franchises from Villages, Towns and Cities.”
* Approved the new Policy entitled “Employee Restricted Use of Mobile Telephones.”
* Voted to reschedule the regular June 25
board meeting to June 20, 2013 at 7 p.m., to
avoid conflict with another meeting.
* Approved a certificate recognizing long
time RECC member Ralph Sloman for his
military service to his country, to be presented
to him during his upcoming Honor Flight.
* Approved an Antenna Site Lease Agreement with Essex Telcom broadband Internet
equipment on the RECC headquarters radio
tower.
The meeting adjourned at 10 p.m.

Magnuson Hotel joins Co-op Connections® program
For local get-aways or Interstate travelers
We’re happy to announce another
local business offering a discount to
RECC members through our Co-op
Connections card program! Magnuson
Grand Hotel and Conference Center,
on Interstate 55 near Raymond, has
joined the program, with a discount
of ten percent at the Captain’s Table
restaurant. The Captain’s Table is open
every evening from 5:00-9:00 p.m.
The hotel is on the west frontage
road at Exit 56 of the Interstate, at
the intersection of State Route 108.
The Co-op Connections card
brings savings offers from both local
merchants and national businesses.
It can save you money year-round,
but springtime may be a good time
to check out gifts for mom or dad,
savings on tune-ups for your air
conditioning system, or just a good
deal on pizza or ice cream treats!
You can check the local and
national offers at the website
www.connections.coop, or ask us for
a printed copy of our local business
participants. The web page allows
you to search by business categories,
location or other criteria. There are
also seasonal and short-term deals
often available!

The Captain’s Table Restaurant at the
Magnuson Hotel near Raymond has
added a discount for members showing
their Co-op Connections card.
All RECC members have
received free Co-op Connections
cards, plus a smaller key fob that can
be carried everywhere you go. If you
need a replacement card, just give us

a call at (217) 438-6197 or e-mail a
request to recc@recc.coop.

THE ONE CARD
THAT DOES IT ALL.
DID YOU KNOW YOUR CO-OP CONNECTIONS CARD CAN
HELP SAVE UP TO 85% AT HUNDREDS OF LOCAL AND
NATIONAL RETAILERS?
THE BEST PART? IT’S FREE TO MEMBERS OF TOUCHSTONE
ENERGY COOPERATIVES JUST LIKE YOU.
DISCOVER ALL THE WAYS YOU CAN SAVE TODAY
AT WWW.CONNECTIONS.COOP.

GROCERIES • OIL CHANGE • FROZEN YOGURT • DINING OUT • EYEWEAR • LAWN CARE • BRACES • OFFICE SUPPLIES • WATER PARKS • FITNESS

3

GFCI outlets are for your electrical safety
Should be installed in all homes
Over the past three decades, ground
fault circuit interrupters (GF-CIs) have
saved thousands of lives and prevented
many more injuries. Installed mostly
in areas where electrical devices might
come in contact with water (such as
bathrooms, kitchens and outdoors),
a GFCI is a special type of outlet
designed to trip before a deadly electrical shock can occur.
In the years since GFCIs were
introduced, the number of accidental
electrocutions in the U.S. has been
reduced by half, even though electricity use has doubled.

Most GFCIs are built into a wall
receptacle, and one GFCI receptacle
can also protect other outlets down
line in a circuit. A GFCI breaker

would also protect an entire circuit.
Portable GFCIs can be used for
plugging in outdoor tools, and should
be used on all construction sites.

How do GFCIs work?

GFCIs constantly monitor
electricity flowing in both wires of
a circuit. If the electricity flowing
into the circuit differs by even a
tiny amount from that returning, the
GFCI quickly shuts off the power to
that circuit. The advantage of using
GFCIs is that they can detect the
slightest leakage in current, which
would be too small to trip a traditional
fuse or circuit breaker. They also trip
in a small fraction of a second, while
fuses and circuit breakers react too
slowly to protect a human body that
becomes a path to ground.

Saving energy is a learned behavior. Find out how your local electric
cooperative can help you lead by example at TogetherWeSave.com.

GOOD HABITS START YOUNG.
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Director candidates to run for re-election
A committee of RECC members
has nominated candidates for
director positions in Districts 1, 2
and 3 that are up for election at this
year’s Annual Meeting. Directors
are elected for three-year terms. The
Nominating Committee met on
March 7 at the RECC office, and
named the following candidates:
District 1
Clayton Bloome
4395 E. Divernon Rd.
Pawnee, IL 62558
District 2
Chris Wilcox
744 Duewer Rd.
Waverly, IL 62692
District 3
Jimmy L. Ayers
8640 Cardinal Hill Rd.
Rochester, IL 62563
The nominations have been
posted at the Auburn office, as
stipulated in the co-op’s bylaws.
Other candidates may be named by
petition for a district, signed by 15
or more members in that district.
Petition forms are available from the
co-op office in Auburn, and must
be returned by May 14 (30 days

Nominating Committee members who met on March 7 were (front row, from left):
Donald Hermes, Mike Dozier, Joe Coffey; (back row) Raymond Squires,
Carl Spengler, Kevin Duewer, Daniel DeRenzy and Vince Fisher.
before the Annual Meeting, which
is on June 13 in Chatham). Any
persons nominated by petition will
be included in the 2013 Annual
Meeting Notice booklet to be mailed
to the membership on May 31.
Biographical information and a
statement from each candidate will
also be printed in the booklet.
Serving on this year’s Nominating
Committee were: District 1- Mike
Dozier (Rochester), Carl Spengler
and Raymond Squires (Pawnee);
District 2 - Kevin Duewer and

Donald M. Hermes (Waverly), Dan
Neuman (Loami); District 3 - Joe
Coffey, Daniel Derenzy and Vince
Fisher (Rochester). Mike Dozier was
elected as chairman of the nominating committee, and Carl Spengler as
secretary. Dan Neuman was unable
to attend the March 7 meeting.
Thank you to these members for
your time and interest in the Cooperative’s business operation, and
to the candidates who are willing to
work for the benefit of all RECC
member-owners!

Your membership status matters for Annual Meeting
RECC’s Annual Meeting will be
here before you know it - June 13th,
to be exact. If you are planning on
attending the meeting and casting
your vote for director elections or
any other business that might come
up at the meeting, now would be a
good time to check on the type of
membership that you have.
If the membership is in your
name, is a single membership and
you are the only one living in the
residence, obviously you are the one
entitled to vote.
If the membership is a joint
membership in your name, along
with your spouse or someone else,

and both of you are living in the
residence, then only one of you is
entitled to vote. Either name on the
membership can vote, but the membership is only entitled to one vote.
Our bylaws stipulate: one membership (single or joint), one vote.
For incorporated businesses, a
representative must be named who
can officially register and vote at
the Annual Meeting. Again, that
business has only one vote.
You can call our office at (800)
245-7322 to find out how your
membership is listed or you can
look at your bill when you receive
it. If there is only one name on it,

it is a single membership. If two
names are listed, the membership
is a joint membership in those two
names. If you want to change the
membership type, we will send a
new membership agreement for
you to sign. If you are widowed or
divorced, you might also need to
update your membership!

Mark your calendar
for June 13!
All members are invited and
encouraged to attend … after
all, it’s your cooperative!
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News & Notes
News
& Notes
Colder winter is
more normal
We’re all tired of bone-chilling
temperatures, and this winter has
definitely been colder and snowier
than a year ago, but which year
was really “normal”? That would
be 2013, and in fact, we may
still be just a bit warmer than
average so far this year. (That’s as
of mid-March when we prepared
this issue, but predictions were
for cooler temperatures for the
last 10 days of the month.) The
National Weather Service uses
a 30-year history to establish
“normal” temperatures for an area.
Last winter’s temperatures were
well above normal for January,
February and March, but this
winter has been very close to the
30-year averages. You can take
some comfort, at least, that we
didn’t have the heavy snows
that hit the Upper
Midwest and
New England
this year!

Springﬁeld Average
Temperatures
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Daily
High

Daily
Low

January 2012
January 2013
Normal

43.6
39.5
35.3

23.7
20.1
18.6

February 2012
February 2013
Normal

46.7
38.6
40.5

27.3
23.3
21.0

March 2012
March 2013
Normal

69.0
N/A
51.9

45.6
N/A
30.7

Clothes dryer energy savings
Your clothes dryer can be a
significant energy user in your
home, if you do several loads
of laundry a week. Other than
hanging your clothes outside on
a line, here are some ideas for
saving energy while drying clothes:
• Don’t over-dry your clothes.
If your dryer has a moisture
sensor that will automatically
turn the machine off when
clothes are done, use it to avoid
over drying.
• It’s easy to over-dry your
clothes, if one setting is used
for various fabric types. Try to
dry loads made up of similar
fabrics, so the entire load dries
just as the cycle ends.
• Clean the lint trap before each
and every load.
• Check the dryer vent outlet
to make sure it’s not plugged
up, and that a good flow of air
comes out when the dryer is
running. Is airflow is low, clean
or replace the pipe from the
dryer to the outside vent.

Call 811 – Know what’s below
Knowing where underground
utility lines are buried before
each digging project begins
helps protect you from injury,
expense and penalties. Calling 811
before you start a digging project
will help save lives and protect
infrastructure. Even simple digging
projects can damage utility lines
and can disrupt vital services to an
entire neighborhood, harm diggers,
and potentially result in expensive
fines and repair costs. You must
call and request a locate of any
underground facilities at least two
business days before you start to

dig. Any local utilities with lines in
that area will mark their facilities
so that you can proceed safely.

MEMBER RESPONSE PAGE
Please send me information on services from RECC:
_______Peak Switch

_______New Home Energy Guidelines

_______Security Light Rental

_______Co-op Connections® Card

_______Dual Meter Heating Rate
_______Air Evac Memberships

_______Surge Suppressor Lease

_______Long Distance Saving Rates

_______5% ERC Loans for Efficiency
Improvements

_______Marathon Lifetime-Warranty
Water Heaters

Electric heating equipment rebates
An electric heat rebate form must be completed. Minimum system sizes apply.
•

Geothermal System – $250/home

•

Air Source Heat Pumps – $250/home
(with electric back-up)

•

Air Source Heat Pumps – $100/home
(with gas back-up)

Electric equipment rebate request
Please include a copy of your sales receipt for your new electric equipment, purchased and installed within the past 12 months.
_______Clothes Dryer, Electric Replacement – $25

_______Clothes Dryer, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25
_______Electric Range, Electric Replacement – $25

_______Electric Range, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25

_______Water Heater, Standard Warranty – $200
(less than 10-yr waranty)

_______Water Heater, Life–long Warranty – $250
(10-yr or longer warranty)
This water heater is for (40 gallon minimum):
_________ New Home
_________ Gas Conversion

_________ Electric Replacement

Member Name

Account No.

Mailing Address
Town

Phone

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative
P.O. Box 19, Auburn IL 62615
Telephone: (800) 245-7322 (RECC) or (217) 438-6197 • www.recc.coop
Normal office hours 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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P.O. Box 19
Auburn, IL 62615

Comeback for Energy Tax Credits
Feds revive incentives for efficient home upgrades
Ready to boost your home’s energy
efficiency without breaking the bank? The
American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012
revived energy efficiency tax credits to the
tune of $500.
The credit offsets the cost of upgrades
such as super-efficient water heaters and
furnaces, boilers, heat pumps, central air
conditioners, building insulation, windows, and roofs.
This marks the third extension of the
incentive initiated by the federal Energy
Policy Act of 2005. The last round
expired in 2011; the new legislation
covers 2012 upgrades along with projects
undertaken in 2013. If you’ve already
received an energy tax credit, you’re out
of luck—there’s a lifetime cap of $500.
Full details on qualifying upgrades
and individual caps are at www.energystar.gov/taxcredits. Here are a few ways
to lower your electric bill and save at
tax time.

Insulating Factors

Recoup up to 10 percent of the
cost of upgrading a home’s envelope.
The tax credit is capped at $500 for
all improvements; labor costs are not
covered. Eligible upgrades are:
Insulation materials
Systems designed to reduce a
home’s heat loss/gain
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Exterior doors
Skylights and windows ($200
maximum for upgrades between
2006-2013)
Qualifying metal or asphalt roofs

Heating and Cooling

Replacing your home’s heating or
cooling system? You could qualify for
a tax credit ranging from $50 to $500
for units put in place between Jan.
1, 2012, and Dec. 31, 2013. Eligible
improvements are:

High-efﬁciency water heaters (energy
factor of at least 0.82 or thermal
efﬁciency of at least 90 percent;
$300 cap) [NOTE: This is for natural
gas, propane, or oil water heaters—
remove if you promote electric
water heaters].
Electric heat pump water heaters
with an energy factor of at least 2.0
($300 cap)
Advanced main air circulating fan
($50 cap)
Qualifying central air conditioner
($300 cap)
Biomass stove (select fuels;
$300 cap)

Tax Credit Basics

Energy tax credits are non-refundable—they can increase your refund by
reducing the taxes you owe, dollar for dol-

By Megan McKoy-Noe

lar, and can be carried forward to reduce
taxes in following years. You don’t get a
separate check for the credit amount.
File for energy tax credits with IRS
Form 5695. Be sure to keep a Manufacturer Certification Statement (a signed
statement from the manufacturer certifying that the product or component qualifies for the tax credit) for your records.
Eligible upgrades must be made to
a taxpayer’s primary residence by
Dec. 31, 2013.

Rebate Locator

Some states offer further subsidies
or rebates for efficiency projects. For
a complete list of federal, state, and
local energy efficiency assistance, visit
the Database of State Incentives for
Renewables and Efficiency, a project
funded by the U.S. Department of
Energy, at www.dsireusa.org.
Sources: Database of State Incentives for
Renewables and Efficiency, Tax Incentives
Assistance Project
Megan McKoy-Noe writes on consumer and
cooperative affairs for the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association, the Arlington,
Va.-based service arm of the nation’s 900plus consumer-owned, not-for-profit electric
cooperatives.

