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More HomE energy efficiency rebates offered
Limited funds and time available

 You may recall the HomE energy 
efficiency rebates we offered in 2011, 
with funding from the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act program 
through the Illinois DCEO State Energy 
office. The state is now making additional 
funds available, and the Illinois electric 
co-ops are expecting to receive about 
$600,000 for member projects! The funds 
must be used by June 2013, and may be 
gone sooner if the co-ops are successful 
in promoting the program which we’re 
calling “HomE Lite.”

HomE Lite Rebates Include:

 � Geothermal system - $1,500
 � Air-Source Heat Pump (16 SEER 
or higher) - $1,000

 � Insulation and Weatherization - 50 
percent of total project cost, up to 
$1,000

 � Heat Pump Water Heater - $250
 � Commercial installations - $500 per 
ton of capacity, up to a maximum 
of $10,000 for geothermal and air 
source heat pumps.

 � Energy Audit by BPI certified 
auditor - $300

 With the help of the first round of 
HomE funds, more than 60 RECC 
members installed high-efficiency heating 
or cooling systems, heat pump water 
heaters and insulation improvements. 

Now we can help even more in 2013! 
 RECC would like to do a simple audit 
of the homes involved, to keep track of the 
work and possibly suggest more energy 
efficiency steps for our members. We can 
also provide a full BPI-certified audit with 
blower door test and combustion safety 

check, which is included in the rebate 
program. 
 For more information or an audit 
please call RECC at 438-6197. The 
HomE rebates are available while funds 
remain in the state allocation. 

Dana Smith, Director of Member and Public Relations and RECC member, added cellulose 
insulation to his attic and foam insulation on his crawl space walls with the HomE rebates 
in 2011. He calculated a 22 percent savings in his heating bills the next winter, adjusted for 
temperature conditions.
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Resume of Minutes
Regular Board Meeting
November 27, 2012

 The regular monthly meeting of the Board 
of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative Co. was held at the cooperative 
headquarters on November 27, 2012, at  
6 p.m., with all members present. Also present 
were President/CEO David Stuva; Manager 
of Office Services Dean Fuchs; Manager of 
Operations and Maintenance Lou DeLaby; 
Director of Member and Public Relations 
Dana Smith; Executive Assistant Sandy Lex; 
Senior Member Accounts Representative 
Shelley Crocks; Journeyman Lineman 
Bill Hart; and Attorney Jerry Tice. Guests 
from the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC) were N. Duane Noland, 
President/CEO and Steve Davis, Manager of 
Regulatory Compliance. 
 * The minutes of the October 23 regular 
Board meeting were approved as amended.
 * CEO Stuva introduced Duane 
Noland and Steve Davis from the AIEC, 
who presented the Certificate of Safety 
Achievement which was awarded to RECC 
on behalf of the Rural Electric Safety 
Accreditation Program. 
 * CEO Stuva introduced lineman Bill Hart 
who reported on his work trip with foreman 
Curt Nichelson to assist the New Hampshire 
Electric Co-op in restoring electric outages 
caused by Hurricane Sandy. 
 * CEO Stuva introduced Lou DeLaby, who 
reviewed the recent Harvel and Farmersville 
Substation upgrades and other projects 
completed by his crews.
 * CEO Stuva introduced Dean Fuchs and 
Shelley Crocks who presented the delinquent 
accounts that management recommended 
to be written off by the Cooperative. It 
was noted that the amount of delinquent 
accounts recommended to be written off 
for the calendar year 2011 were $6,922.71 
representing .049% of the Cooperative’s total 
revenue of $14,011,811 for 2011, and less 
than the delinquent accounts written off in 
2010.
 * CEO Stuva presented the IMEA Report. 
 * Director Mel Repscher presented the 
AIEC Report.
 * Attorney Tice gave a brief report. 

President/CEO’s Report
 CEO Stuva reviewed the following reports 
which had either been mailed or distributed 
to all directors and attorney: Job Training and 
Safety, Meters and Outages, Operations and 
Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, 
Member and Public Relations, Cash Flows, 
Cash Disbursements Summary, and Check 
Listing. The financial and statistical reports for 
October 2012 were reviewed and accepted for 
placement in the cooperative’s files.
 CEO Stuva also:
 * Noted that electricity purchases and 
sales were slightly above for the month of 
September, and operating margins were 
positive for the month. 
 * Distributed copies of the RECC 2011 
Form 990 tax return to the Directors. 
 * Reviewed plans for upcoming meetings 
and classes.

Board Action
 The Board acted on the following:
 * Approved the application for, or 
reinstatement of, membership and electric 
service for 18 persons.
 * Approved the list of accounts for 
2011 totaling $6,922.71 to be determined 
uncollectible, but cooperative staff will 
continue to pursue collection of these 
accounts unless legally prohibited.
 * After discussion and review, approved the 
proposed 2013 Capital Expense Budget of 
$397,110.
 * Approved a Resolution amending 
RECC’s Health Flexible Spending plan to 
meet changes in the Internal Revenue Code 
requirements. 
 * Set a special board meeting for December 
19 at 6 p.m. to review the 2013 Operating 
Budget.
 * Appointed official delegates to the Illinois 
Cooperative Workers Compensation Group 
Annual Meeting in December.  
 The meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m. 

Board report
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Ospreys invited to Otter Lake
RECC sets up poles with nesting platforms 
 Where is a mighty 
osprey to live in the 
flatlands of central Illinois? 
With no craggy peaks 
and relatively few large 
trees, ospreys need some 
encouragement, which they 
got in November at Otter 
Lake in Macoupin County. 
 Two nesting platforms 
were installed by Otter 
Lake Water Commission 
employees and RECC 
linemen, to attract nesting 
ospreys to the area. The 
wire bases were woven 
with vines and branches 
and erected on 40-foot 
poles along the lake, where 
adult ospreys can feed on 
fish. Similar platforms 
were installed by RECC at 
Sangchris Lake in August, 
and have been used successfully 
by nesting osprey at a number of 
locations in the Midwest, including 
Lake Shelbyville.
 Ospreys – a bird of prey listed 
as an endangered species in Illinois 

– nest in large trees, on rock 
formations, or on artificial structures 
near lakes, ponds, rivers and streams. 
Adult ospreys are generally 21-26 
inches long with a black upper body 
and mostly-white head, chest and 

underbelly. Like other birds 
of prey, the population of 
ospreys in the U.S. has 
rebounded since the use 
of the pesticide DDT was 
discontinued in the early 
1970s. No osprey nests 
were seen in Illinois from 
the early 1950s until the 
mid-1980s, and efforts like 
the platform installation at 
Sangchris Lake are used to 
attract even more nests in 
the state.
    One of the nests at Otter 
Lake is located on the west 
side of the sediment dam 
on the north end of the 
lake, and the other is on the 
west side of the dam at the 
south end of the lake. “This 
was a great project and I 
really appreciate having a 

relationship with RECC that allows 
for us to do something like this,” 
said Dennis Ross, General Manager 
for the water commission. 

Any osprey moving in will have a great view of their 
feeding area at Otter Lake, from the 40-foot perch 
erected by RECC linemen. This one is near the dam at 
the south end of the lake.

Safety efforts 
recognized
 Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative 
was awarded a certificate of safety achievement 
from the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC) and the Rural Electric 
Safety Achievement Program for demonstrating 
its commitment to employee and member safety. 
A facilities inspection and job crew visits were 
conducted by a team from three electric co-ops 
and AIEC safety professionals. Job practices, 
safety training and employee awareness were 
discussed with Rural Electric management and 
staff. Inspections for the national program are 
held every three years, along with RECC’s own 
annual safety inspections.

A certificate from the Rural Electric Safety Achievement 
Program was presented at RECC’s November Board meet-
ing. Pictured from left are AIEC President/CEO Duane Noland, 
Manager of Operations and Maintenance Lou DeLaby, AIEC 
Manager of Regulatory Compliance Steve Davis, and Presi-
dent/CEO David Stuva.
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Residential Energy Code  
adopted in Illinois
Will mean changes in some common practices

 Some significant changes are 
coming that will improve residential 
buildings in Illinois, under the 
state’s Energy Efficient Building 
Code. The Energy Efficient 
Building Act requires Illinois to 
follow the current version of the 
International Energy Conservation 
Code (IECC), which introduced 
changes on January 1 that aim to 
improve new home efficiency by 15 
percent over the previous code. 
 Communities and counties with 
a building permit and enforcement 
program are required to enforce 
the IECC standard. For those areas 
with no enforcement program, 
the regulations are to be followed 
by design and construction 
professionals, according to the 
Energy Office of the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity (DCEO). 
 While some details will vary 
depending on the climate zone 
where the home is located, basic 
insulation requirements are the 
same in most of the state. Exterior 
walls must have more than R-13 
insulation, which means any 2x4 
construction will need insulation 
sheathing added over the framing. 

This not only increases the wall 
cavity insulation values, but also 
adds to the weaker insulation value 
of the wood studs. Using 2x6 wall 
construction offers other ways to 
meet the new insulation levels. 
 Basement walls are another 
area that will be upgraded. Many 
unfinished basements have bare 
concrete or block walls, which is 
a significant area of heat loss in 
the winter. New homes must have 
insulation on basement or crawl 
space walls. Required R-levels 
are higher in Climate Zone 5 
(Sangamon and Morgan counties) 
than in Zone 4 (Macoupin, 
Montgomery and Christian 
counties).

Air Leakage Tests
 The Code requires significant 
reductions in the air leakage levels 
in a new home. This must be verified 
with a blower door test at specified 
pressures. 
 Leakage is reduced by a 
continuous air barrier at the 
building envelope, with all joints 
and seams sealed. The rough 
openings around doors and windows 
must be sealed. Duct shafts, utility 

penetrations, flue shafts or other 
openings between conditioned and 
unconditioned spaces must also be 
sealed. 
 Any ducts located outside of the 
conditioned area must be sealed and 
insulated. This will require testing 
similar to the blower door system.

Heating and Cooling
 Proper equipment sizing 
is important for efficient and 
comfortable space conditioning. 
Heating and cooling equipment 
must be sized according to the 
Air Conditioning Contractors 
of America (ACCA) Manual 
“S,” based on loads calculated in 
accordance with ACCA Manual “J.”
 Heat pumps must have an 
efficiency of at least 14 SEER and 
heating efficiency of 8.2 HSPF. Gas 
furnaces must be rated at least 90% 
AFUE.
 The Energy Office at DCEO 
has been setting up free training 
classes for those involved in the 
construction industry, to help them 
understand and meet the new Code 
requirements. If you are interested 
in learning more, visit www.ildceo.
net/energycode.

Here is a list of some key requirements for the Energy Code

Ceilings R-49 If raised heel trusses are used to eliminate insulation pinch at the eaves, then R-38 
insulation is the minimum required.

Walls R-20 or 
R-13 + 5

Basically, exterior walls will have to be 2x6 with R-20, or 2x4 with 1” of foam 
sheathing. Corners must be insulated.

Floors 
(Over Unheated Space)

R-19
R-30

(Climate Zone 4)
(Climate Zone 5)

Basement & Crawlspace 
Walls

R-10/13
R-15/19

R-10 continuous sheathing, or R-13 cavities (Zone 4)
R-15 continuous sheathing, or R-19 cavities (Zone 5)

Concrete Slabs R-10 Perimeter insulation must extend to the bottom of the footing or 2’, whichever is 
less. Includes walk-out basement edges.
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Outage notifications and more!
 Have you signed up for free 
notifications about large outages and 
repair efforts, and explanations of 
power interruptions?
 RECC’s Notify 24 system can 
make automated phone calls or send 
text messages to members when 
an outage affects several accounts. 
The outage management system 
identifies the accounts on the lines 
that were out, and our staff creates 
a message to be delivered to those 
members. 
 That’s where your preferences 
come in for exactly how you want 
to be notified! You can receive 
either a recorded phone call, or a 
text message to your cell phone.
 Text messaging is the fastest 
way to receive a notification about 
outages or other service-related 
matters. For text messages, we need 
your phone number along with the 
name of your service provider. (The 
messages are sent through a service, 
a little different from a standard text 
message.)
 If you prefer a phone call, you’ll 
need to tell us which phone number 
to use. We try to keep a record of 

land line phone numbers (if you 
have one) as well as any cell phone 
or work numbers that might 
help us reach you in any 
critical service situations. 
Notify 24 can only call one 
of those numbers, and we’re 
typically using the cell phone 
to get information directly to 
you. Just drop us a note if you 
want us to use a specific number for 
notifications. 

 To update your contact 
information for these notifications, 
please call our office or e-mail us 
at recc@recc.coop. Please specify 
which notification method you 
prefer, with the appropriate phone 
number. For text messaging, don’t 
forget the name of your service 
provider. 

cell phone  •  cleaning services  •  groceries  •  prescripTions  •  legal services  •  home repairs  •  fuel                                         •  museums

savings you 
can actually see.
SAVE 10-60% ON HEALTH-RELATED

SERVICES, INCLUDING VISION AND EYEWEAR

AT PARTICIPATING RETAILERS WHEN YOU SHOW YOUR CO-

OP CONNECTIONS CARD. ANOTHER mEmbER bENEfIT 

bROUGHT TO YOU bY YOUR LOCAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE.

Find all the ways to save at 

www.connections.coop

You can receive either a 
recorded phone call, or a 
text message to your cell 
phone.

NOtif
y

24
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News & NotesNews & Notes
Update on 
LED award 

winner
 The US 
Department 
of Energy 
(DOE) has 
released an 
update of 
its testing 
of the 
Philips Lighting LED 60 
watt-equivalent retrofit lamp 
that won the $10 million L 
Prize in 2011. The tests have 
reached what the agency 
considers the equivalent of 
18 years of household use 
with no failures. After 20,000 
hours of operation, the full 
lot of 200 sample lamps are 
all still operating. Moreover, 
the DOE said that average 
lumen lighting remains above 
100% of their initial output. 
The tests are being conducted 
in an environment where the 
temperature is maintained at 
45°C (113° F).
 The L Prize program 
challenged the lighting 
industry to develop high-
performance replacements for 
conventional light bulbs that 
will save American consumers 
and businesses money. The 
Philips LED bulb successfully 
completed 18 months of field, 
lab, and product testing in 
August 2011, but the expected 
life could not be verified 
during the testing period. 
While the bulb initially was 
offered for $50 at most stores, 
DOE reported in November 
that Home Depot was selling 
them for $30.

Rural Electric Youth Day/Youth Tour
 RECC is sponsoring area students for the popular Rural Electric 
Youth Day in Springfield on April 17, and a chance to win a FREE trip 
to Washington in June. The Youth Day program includes touring the 
Capitol, the new Abraham Lincoln Museum and other historic sites, 
and meeting with their state legislators. Two of those students will be 
selected to attend the Youth To Washington trip, June 14-21. 
 Any junior attending a high school in RECC’s service area is 
eligible for these expense-paid programs. Application request forms 
will be sent to our local schools later in January, or students can call 
our office at (800) 245-7322. We will mail a complete application kit 
and background information directly to the student. The application 
includes a summary of the student’s school and civic activities and 
accomplishments, and a brief essay question pertaining to the rural 
electric program. At the end of the Youth Day activities on April 17, the 
students will have individual interviews to select two winners for the trip 
to Washington. 

Use Self-Serve 24 any time
 RECC offers Self-Serve 24 for our members’ convenience, 
where you can obtain and provide information on your own 
schedule, from anywhere. When you call the Self-Serve 24 
telephone number at 438-3575, you just enter your electric account 
number to gain access to the latest account balance information. 
You can make a payment by credit card or debit card in a private, 
secure setting. Or, you can provide updated information such as 
billing address changes or a new phone number. 
 Another thing you can do through Self-Serve 24 is report a 
service problem or power outage. Depending on the scope of an 
outage, you may be prompted to report your service interruption 
by touch keys, or you may be connected to a representative to take 
your information. 
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_______Clothes Dryer, Electric Replacement – $25
_______Clothes Dryer, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25
_______Electric Range, Electric Replacement – $25
_______Electric Range, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25

_______Water Heater, Standard Warranty – $200   
      (less than 10-yr waranty)
_______Water Heater, Life–long Warranty – $250  
     (10-yr or longer warranty)

MeMber response page

Electric heating equipment rebates
An electric heat rebate form must be completed. Minimum system sizes apply.

• Geothermal System – $250/home

• Air Source Heat Pumps – $250/home
 (with electric back-up)

• Air Source Heat Pumps – $100/home
 (with gas back-up)

_______Peak Switch
_______Dual Meter Heating Rate
_______Security Light Rental
_______Air Evac Memberships

_______New Home Energy Guidelines
_______Surge Suppressor Lease
_______Co-op Connections® Card
_______Marathon Lifetime-Warranty   
     Water Heaters

_______Long Distance Saving Rates
_______5% ERC Loans for Efficiency  
     Improvements

Please send me information on services from RECC:

Member Name Account No. 

Mailing Address 

Town Phone 

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative
P.O. Box 19, Auburn IL 62615
Telephone: (800) 245-7322 (RECC) or (217) 438-6197 • www.recc.coop
Normal office hours 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Please include a copy of your sales receipt for your new electric equipment, purchased and installed within the past 12 months.
Electric equipment rebate request

This water heater is for (40 gallon minimum): 
  _________ New Home
  _________ Gas Conversion 
  _________ Electric Replacement
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P.O. Box 19
Auburn, IL 62615

Resolve to check your smoke alarms!
 Smoke alarms save lives. Almost 
two-thirds of home fire deaths 
resulted from fires in homes with no 
smoke alarms or no working smoke 
alarms, according to the National 
Fire Protection Association.
  The New Year is a great time 
to do a check-up on your smoke 
detectors. (IF you have them!) Do 
they have good batteries? Are they 
old enough to need replacing? 
Do you have them in the right 
locations?

 � Install smoke alarms in every 
bedroom, outside each separate 
sleeping area and on every 
level of the home, including 
the basement. Interconnect all 
smoke alarms throughout the 
home. When one sounds, they 
all sound.

 � An ionization smoke alarm 
is generally more responsive 
to flaming fires, and a 
photoelectric smoke alarm 
is generally more responsive 
to smoldering fires. For the 
best protection, both types of 
alarms or a combination alarm 
(photoelectric and ionization) 
should be installed in homes.

 � Test alarms at least monthly by 
pushing the test button.

 � Smoke rises; 
install smoke 
alarms following 
manufacturer’s 
instructions high 
on a wall or on 
a ceiling. Save 
manufacturer’s 
instructions 
for testing and 
maintenance.

 � Replace batteries in 
all smoke alarms at 
least once a year. If an alarm 
“chirps”, warning the battery 
is low, replace the battery right 
away.

 � Replace all smoke alarms, 
including alarms that use 10-
year batteries and hard-wired 
alarms, when they are 10 years 
old or sooner if they do not 
respond properly.

 � Be sure the smoke alarm 
has the label of a recognized 
testing laboratory.

 � Alarms that are hard-wired 
(and include battery backup) 
must be installed by a qualified 
electrician.

 � If cooking fumes or steam sets 
off nuisance alarms, replace 
the alarm with an alarm that 
has a “hush” button. A “hush” 

button will reduce the alarm’s 
sensitivity for a short period of 
time.

 � An ionization alarm with a 
hush button or a photoelectric 
alarm should be used if the 
alarm is within 20 feet of a 
cooking appliance.

 � Smoke alarms that include a 
recordable voice announcement 
in addition to the usual alarm 
sound, may be helpful in 
waking children through the 
use of a familiar voice.

 � Smoke alarms are available for 
people who are deaf or hard 
of hearing. These devices use 
strobe lights. Vibration devices 
can be added to these alarms.


