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Visit us at our new Website!
Updates, technology changes made

 As of November 1, visitors to 
the co-op website (www.recc.coop) 
have seen a whole new look in the 
presentation of information about 
electricity and RECC. In addition, 
smart phone and tablet users will 
see a different layout than computer 
users, with pages adjusted for easier 
reading and navigation. 
 We’ve been working on this new 
site since summer, and we think 
it has a cleaner look to present 
information in a more useful format. 
You can find anything from RECC’s 
history to the latest rebate program, 
including products and services 
offered by RECC and information 
on efficient energy use. There’s also 
a section on RECC’s support of 
our rural community, and safety 
information for both youngsters and 
adults.
 Kids even have some pages just 
for them, with links to Touchstone 
Energy’s Kidzone, energy games and 
more.
 If you haven’t checked out our 
new website, please take a few 
minutes to look it over! You may pick 
up an idea you hadn’t seen before on 
energy use or safety, and you may 
find that your cooperative offers even 
more to you as a member than you 
thought! 
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Resume of Minutes
Regular Board Meeting
September 25, 2012
  
 The regular monthly meeting of the Board 
of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative Co. was held at the cooperative 
headquarters on September 25, 2012 at  
7 p.m., with all members present. Also present 
were President/CEO David Stuva; Executive 
Assistant Sandy Lex; Computer Support 
Specialist Brandon Taylor; and Attorney Jerry 
Tice.
 * The minutes of the August 28 regular 
Board meeting were approved as corrected.
 * CEO Stuva presented the IMEA Report. 
 * There was no AIEC report provided 
because there had been no AIEC board 
meeting since the last RECC board meeting.
 * Attorney Jerry Tice gave a brief report. 
He also reviewed the Attorney Retainer 
Agreement with the board.
 
President/CEO’s Report
 CEO Stuva reviewed the following reports 
which had either been mailed or distributed 
to all directors and attorney: Job Training and 
Safety, Meters and Outages, Operations and 

Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, 
Member and Public Relations, Cash Flows, 
Cash Disbursements Summary, and Check 
Listing. The financial and statistical reports for 
August 2012 were reviewed and accepted for 
placement in the cooperative’s files.

CEO Stuva also:
 * Noted that electricity purchases and sales 
were slightly above budget due to the high 
temperatures during much of the month, 
and operating margins were positive for the 
month. 
 * Reviewed plans for upcoming meetings 
and classes.
 
Board Action
 The Board acted on the following:
 * Approved the application for, or 
reinstatement of, membership and electric 
service for 24 persons.
 * Agreed by consensus that a strategic 
planning meeting would not be held in 2013.
 * Agreed with staff ’s recommendation 
to hold a casual Christmas luncheon for 
employees on December 24, in place of a 
formal Christmas dinner. 
 The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 

Board report

As you break out your recipe 
cards for the upcoming 

holiday season keep these safety 
and efficiency tips in mind. The 
number of cooking fires doubles 
on Thanksgiving–keep a fire 
extinguisher in the kitchen, stay 
nearby, use a timer and wear 
close-fitting sleeves. To cook effi-
ciently remember to use the right 
sized burner, keep burner pans 
shiny, defrost in the fridge, don’t 
preheat unless baking, keep the 
oven door closed, turn off the heat 
a few minutes before the food 
is finished if your stove/oven is 
electric, and use your slow cooker, 
toaster oven and microwave when 
you can. 

Source: Menard Electric Cooperative

Tip of the Month 
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Eight 2013 IEC Memorial 
Scholarships Offered
 Illinois electric cooperatives will 
award seven academic scholarships 
again in 2013 to high school seniors 
through a memorial scholarship 
fund designed to financially assist 
deserving students in the “electric 
cooperative family.” In addition, 
an eighth scholarship – to assist 
with costs in attending an electric 
lineworker school – will also be 
offered.
 The eight scholarships of $1,500 
each (an increase from $1,250 
offered in 2012) will be awarded in 
2013 through the Thomas H. Moore 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives (IEC) 
Memorial Scholarship Program.
 Four scholarships will be 
awarded to high school seniors 
who are the sons or daughters of 
an Illinois electric cooperative 
member receiving service from the 
cooperative. A fifth scholarship, 
the Earl W. Struck Memorial 
Scholarship, will be awarded 
to a student who is the 
son or daughter of 
an Illinois electric 
cooperative 
employee. 
The sixth 
and seventh 
scholarships 
are reserved for 
students enrolling 
full-time at a two-
year Illinois community 
college who are the sons or 
daughters of Illinois electric 
cooperative members, employees 
or directors.
 An eighth annual scholarship, 
the “LaVern and Nola McEntire 
Lineworker’s Scholarship,” was 
awarded for the first time in 
2011. This $1,500 scholarship will 
help pay for costs to attend the 
lineworker’s school conducted by 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in conjunction with 
Lincoln Land Community College 

in Springfield. Sons 
and daughters 

of co-op 
members; 

relatives 
of co-op 

employees 
or directors; 

individuals 
enrolled in the 

Lincoln Land 
lineworker’s school; 

and individuals who have 
served or are serving in the 

armed forces or National Guard 
are all eligible for the lineworker’s 
scholarship. 
 “We hope to assist electric 
cooperative youth while honoring 
past rural electric leaders with 
these scholarships,” says President/
CEO David Stuva. “RECC and the 
other Illinois electric cooperatives 
are always seeking ways to make 
a difference in our communities. 

One of the best ways we can do that 
is by helping our youth through 
programs like this one. In addition, 
we are very pleased to offer the 
electric lineworker’s scholarship. 
It will benefit not only electric 
cooperative youth but also those fine 
men and women who have served 
their country through their military 
service and may now be wanting to 
become a trained lineworker.”
 For more information regarding 
the scholarships contact Dana 
Smith, Director of Member and 
Public Relations, at 438-6197 or 
e-mail dana.smith@recc.coop. 

Informational brochures, 
rules and applications are 
available for download at the 
cooperative’s website at  
www.recc.coop. 
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Power aggregators doing what 
RECC has done for 75 years
But are they in it for the long-term?

 Sangamon County joined many 
communities and counties across 
Illinois on November 6 voting 
on aggregating their citizen’s 
buying power into basically power 
purchasing cooperatives. This 
wholesale power buying aggregation 
is what Illinois electric cooperatives 
have already been doing for their 
member-owners for 75 years.
 While the results of the election 
aren’t known as we prepare to print 
this newsletter, these proposals have 
generally been approved in other 
areas. The aggregation referendum 
was also presented in 15 local 
communities, including Auburn, 
Divernon, Pawnee, Rochester, and 
New Berlin. 
 RECC members should 
remember that these aggregation 
programs do not apply to electric 
co-op and municipal electric 
systems, since they already are 
under local control of their elected 
directors or city councils. 
 Under the 1997 Illinois 
deregulation law, not-for-profit 
electric cooperatives and municipally 
owned utilities were treated 
differently than for-profit, investor-
owned utilities such as Ameren and 
Commonwealth Edison. Because 
of their consumer-owned structure 
and aggregated buying power, the 
not-for-profit and locally owned 
and controlled electric cooperatives 
were allowed to maintain their 
local decision making authority on 
whether or not to maintain their 
aggregated buying power as a group, 
or to enter the deregulated market 
with both its risks and potential 
rewards.

Rapidly changing markets
 Until recently, deregulation for 
residential consumers has not been 

a very successful experiment with a 
critical marketplace like electricity. 
And, there have been very mixed 
results in the few states that have 
deregulated the power marketplace.
 With lower demand for 
electricity and excess supply of 
power caused by the recession, plus 
historically low natural gas prices 
due to new found reserves created 
with fracking technology, current 
market based wholesale power 
prices have declined. The decline 
in short-term market based prices 
created what some 
expect to be a short-
term opportunity for a 
number of Alternative 
Retail Electric 
Supplier (ARES) 
power marketers. 
They have been able 
to secure short-term 
contracts and have 
targeted individuals 
who could switch 
electric suppliers. 
More recently in Illinois, they have 
sought after aggregated markets, 
specifically communities and 
counties.
 (Another important detail to 
remember is that the aggregated 
pricing programs only apply to the 
energy portion on customers’ electric 
bills. Besides the five- or six-cent 
rates that are often touted, the 
investor owned utility still adds their 
transmission, distribution, metering 
and other fees.)

Seeking long-term stability 
 Electric cooperatives already 
provide market aggregation and 
have formed generation and 
transmission cooperatives to provide 
long-term stability in power supply 
and price. This long-term approach 

is different than the approach 
ARES power marketers have taken, 
which includes aggressive mail and 
phone marketing and the marketing 
of short-term one to three year 
contracts for wholesale power.
 No one knows what the 
marketplace will look like when 
these short-term contracts expire. 
Will the original company still be 
in business? Will other marketers 
object to one company selected by 
the county or town to be the default 
power supplier? 

 A reasonable 
analogy would be 
entering into a short-
term adjustable 
rate mortgage loan 
agreement that 
contained a low 
variable rate of 
interest and a “balloon 
provision” (which 
requires all amounts 
due and owing to 
be paid in full at the 

end of a two or three year term, or 
refinanced at a much higher rate). 
 Contrast this with signing a loan 
for a 30-year period at a fixed rate. 
Prudence for those who expect to be 
in business long-term would likely 
be to choose the long-term fixed 
rate, rather than the riskier short-
term rate that can be expected to 
increase over the long-term. Your 
co-op has respectfully chosen what 
the board of directors deems to be 
the more prudent approach for the 
long-term.
 To enter into the deregulated 
market, member elected board 
members and locally elected 
municipal leaders would need to 
vote to open up their respective 
service territories to the marketing 

Continued on page 5

Your co-op has 
respectfully 
chosen what the 
board deems 
to be the more 
prudent approach 
for the long-term.
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efforts of ARES power marketers. 
The disruption that this would 
create in the long-term loans 
and bond obligations that these 
consumer-owned utilities have 
committed to for their power supply 
has not been evaluated at this point.

Risk management
 The not-for-profit, consumer-
owned electric cooperatives and 

municipal utilities have invested 
millions of dollars on behalf of their 
members and consumers in power 
supply options from the latest clean 
coal technology to renewable wind 
energy projects so as to provide 
long-term power supply stability. A 
long-term diversified power supply 
portfolio is simply a prudent risk 
management approach. 
 This power supply investment 

and diversification, plus cooperative 
aggregation of members’ buying 
power has proven successful over 
the long haul, and should provide 
reliability and price stability for the 
energy needs of member-owners, 
not just in the short-term of a few 
years, but for decades to come.

Employees certified by Building 
Performance Institute
 Two RECC employees recently completed 
training and testing programs to become certified 
by the Building Performance Institute (BPI). 
Dana Smith, Director of Member and Public 
Relations, and Jeff Lancaster, Member Service 
Electrician, successfully completed the Building 
Analyst and Envelope Professional certifications. 
In addition to written tests, a field test was 
conducted in an actual home to evaluate each 
candidate. 
 BPI develops standards for energy efficiency 
retrofit work using an open, transparent, 
consensus-based process built on sound building 
science. Certification is based on testing protocols 
set by the American National Standards Institute.
 “As we move forward in helping our 
members save energy in existing homes and 
new construction, we see the need for meeting 
standards that assure consumers that they are 
getting good advice and good building practices 
from the contractors they deal with,” says David 
Stuva, RECC’s President/CEO. “We want 
to understand the issues that our members 
are dealing with and help them follow good 
principles as well as requirements such as the 
new energy code that will take effect next year. 
Dana and Jeff work directly with members and 
contractors in many aspects of home energy 
efficiency.”
 BPI certification is one requirement for 
auditors and contractors participating in the 
new Illinois Home Performance program that’s 
being developed to bring proven results to existing 
home owners and certification of their energy 
performance. Many state-run energy efficiency and 
weatherization assistance programs demand BPI 
credentials.

Dana Smith (left) and Jeff Lancaster received certification 
from the Building Performance Institute (BPI) after completing 
classes and testing in home energy systems, insulation, 
air sealing and moisture control. RECC offers testing for 
members’ homes such as the blower door shown here. 

“Power aggregators” continued
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News & NotesNews & Notes

Use those holiday  
leftovers safely!
 Thanksgiving usually 
means a time to gather with 
family and friends, turn on 
some football, pig out – 
like you haven’t since last 
Thanksgiving – and for your 
refrigerator to be filled with 
leftover food. Before reheating 
leftovers, determine that 
they are safe to eat. Were the 
leftovers refrigerated within 
two hours of cooking? If not, throw them out. Were the leftovers 
cooled properly, i.e. turkey and ham sliced into smaller portions and 
other leftovers cooled quickly in shallow pans less than two inches 
deep? How long have they been in the refrigerator?
 Here’s a list of common leftovers and recommended refrigerator 
storage times:

 � soups and stews: three to four days
 � gravy and meat broth: one to two days
 � cooked turkey, meat and meat dishes: three to four days
 � cooked poultry dishes: three to four days
 � casseroles: one to two days
 � luncheon meats: three to five days
 � pasta and potato salads: two to three days

 We all hate to discard food, but safety should be first in your mind. 
After all, soon after Thanksgiving will come Christmas, and the 
chance to stuff yourself all over again!

Beware of possible  
phone scams
 We’ve heard recently from several Illinois electric cooperatives 
whose members have received phone calls that could be some type 
of consumer scam. The callers mention a coming rate increase 
(which is not true for the co-ops involved), and ask for account 
numbers and other information. Most of the members have hung 
up on the callers fairly quickly, and no lost money or personal 
information has been reported as yet. 
 Remember, never give account numbers, credit card numbers 
or other private information to a caller unless you’re sure of whom 
you’re talking to! If someone claims to be calling from RECC, and 
you’re not sure, you can hang up and call our office to insure that 
you’re speaking to an employee or qualified representative. 

Cost of 
Service Study 
underway
 RECC’s board and 
staff are working with the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives on a Cost of 
Service Study to evaluate the 
costs and revenues associated 
with the different rate classes 
served by the cooperative. 
From street lighting to large 
commercial accounts, each 
rate class has characteristics 
that affect the investments 
and power costs to serve those 
loads. President/CEO David 
Stuva says that the purpose of 
the study is not to raise rates, 
but to evaluate the “rate of 
return” on all rate classes. The 
study should be completed 
by the end of November, and 
the Board of Directors will 
then review the results. The 
last Cost of Service Study was 
completed in 2008.

RECC closed 
for November 
holidays
 RECC’s offices will be 
closed during two holidays 
in November. Crews will be 
on standby for any outages or 
emergencies, and the dispatch 
service is available 24-hours a 
day at (217) 438-6197.

Veterans Day Nov. 12
Thanksgiving Nov. 22-23
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_______Clothes Dryer, Electric Replacement – $25
_______Clothes Dryer, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25
_______Electric Range, Electric Replacement – $25
_______Electric Range, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25

_______Water Heater, Standard Warranty – $200   
      (less than 10-yr waranty)
_______Water Heater, Life–long Warranty – $250  
     (10-yr or longer warranty)

MeMber response page

Electric heating equipment rebates
An electric heat rebate form must be completed. Minimum system sizes apply.

• Geothermal System – $250/home

• Air Source Heat Pumps – $250/home
 (with electric back-up)

• Air Source Heat Pumps – $100/home
 (with gas back-up)

_______Peak Switch
_______Dual Meter Heating Rate
_______Security Light Rental
_______Air Evac Memberships

_______New Home Energy Guidelines
_______Surge Suppressor Lease
_______Co-op Connections® Card
_______Marathon Lifetime-Warranty   
     Water Heaters

_______Long Distance Saving Rates
_______5% ERC Loans for Efficiency  
     Improvements

Please send me information on services from RECC:

Member Name Account No. 

Mailing Address 

Town Phone 

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative
P.O. Box 19, Auburn IL 62615
Telephone: (800) 245-7322 (RECC) or (217) 438-6197 • www.recc.coop
Normal office hours 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Please include a copy of your sales receipt for your new electric equipment, purchased and installed within the past 12 months.
Electric equipment rebate request

This water heater is for (40 gallon minimum): 
  _________ New Home
  _________ Gas Conversion 
  _________ Electric Replacement
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P.O. Box 19
Auburn, IL 62615

Be ready for winter storms!
 We enjoyed a very mild winter 
last year, with little snow and no ice 
storms. Are you willing to bet that 
we’ll have another easy winter this 
year?
 If not, then you should be taking 
steps now to prepare for winter 
storms and possible extended 
electrical outages that might result. 
Heavy accumulations of ice and 
snow can bring down utility poles, 
trees and limbs with the ability to 
disrupt power for days on end. With 
this comes a threat to property and 
also to life itself.
 Safe Electricity stresses the 
importance of being prepared for 
dangerous winter storms and the 
power outages they may cause. 
Preparing ahead of time in order 
to have the right supplies and the 
knowledge to stay warm safely are 
keys to weathering a winter storm 
emergency. 

 � Always keep a battery-powered 
radio or TV, flashlights and a 
supply of fresh batteries in case 
of an emergency. Test these 
ahead of time to make sure they 
are operational. 

 � Know where to find extra 
blankets. 

 � Fill spare containers with water 
for washing, and keep a supply 

of bottled 
drinking water 
on hand. 

 � Keep a supply 
of non-
perishable 
food items, 
along with a 
hand opener 
for canned 
food. 

 � Switch off 
lights and 
appliances 
to prevent 
damaging appliances and 
overloading circuits when power 
is restored. Leave one lamp or 
light switch on as a signal for 
when your power returns. 

 � To prevent water pipes from 
freezing, keep faucets turned on 
slightly so that water drips from 
the tap. Know how to shut off 
water valves just in case a pipe 
bursts. 

 � Check on elderly or disabled 
friends and neighbors. 

 � Do not use charcoal grills or gas 
ovens to heat your home; this 
could lead to carbon monoxide 
poisoning. 

 If you use a standby generator, 
make sure it has a transfer safety 

switch or that your power is cut 
off at the breaker box before you 
operate it. This prevents electricity 
from traveling back through the 
power lines, or what is also known 
as “back feed.” Back feed creates 
danger for anyone near power 
lines, particularly crews working to 
restore power. Be sure to let your 
electric utility know that you have a 
generator.
 Safe Electricity is an electrical 
safety public awareness program 
created and supported by a coalition 
of hundreds of organizations, 
including electric utilities, educators 
and other entities committed to 
promoting electrical safety. For  
more information visit  
www.SafeElectricity.org.




