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RECC celebrates 75th Annual Meeting
RECC’s 75th Annual Meeting
was held June 7 at Glenwood
High School in Chatham, with
575 members, families and guests
starting off the evening with a
pork chop supper. Besides the usual coop and local business displays, historical
posters depicted the early days of RECC
and several former beauty queens from
pageants held in the 1950s to 1970s were
on hand at a photo display of contestants
from those events.
A special commemorative video was also
shown before the business meeting, with
interviews of members and employees and
many photos from the early days of RECC.
That 25-minute video is now available for
viewing online at YouTube.com.
Vice Chairman Chris Wilcox
opened the meeting by talking about
the determined farmers who, with lowinterest loans from the government,
brought electric lines into the country for
rural residents. He introduced Catherine
Sloman, whose father-in-law George
Sloman was a founding board member.
Catherine just turned 99 years old, and
with her husband Wheeler served as a
co-op outage reporter for 40 years.
Electricity brought many changes
throughout the years, but the co-op has
operated under the same basic principles.
Wilcox said, “These cooperative
principles help ensure our stability and
that our vision for the future is focused
on the needs of our members.”
Secretary-Treasurer Mel Repscher
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Board Chairman Jimmy Ayers greeted Brenna and Scott Landrey of Virden, among the
575 members and guests who enjoyed the pork chop dinner at RECC’s 75th Annual
Meeting at Glenwood High School.
reported that due to milder weather
and a decreased need for corn drying,
electricity sales were down more than
five percent in 2011. That was coupled
with a significant increase in the
transmission cost to use Ameren-owned
transmission lines. Those factors resulted
in a small power cost adjustment (PCA)
of about $3.50 per month for the
average member using 1,000 kilowatt
hours of electricity per month. Repscher
added that net margins were only
$150,917 on revenues of over 14
million dollars.

President/CEO David Stuva
reviewed the Self-Serve 24 program
where members can access their account
balances, make a payment and report
power outages any time of the day or
night, and Notify 24 that enables the
co-op to call or text members to update
them on outage situations and causes.
He said an online outage map is in
development so members will be able to
track outages without having to call the
office for updates.
(Continued on page 4)
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Board report
Resume of Minutes
Regular Board Meeting
May 22, 2012
The regular monthly meeting of the Board
of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience
Cooperative Co. was held at the cooperative
headquarters on May 22, 2012, at 7 p.m.,
with all members present except Cassie
Eigenmann. Also present were President/
CEO David Stuva; Executive Assistant
Sandy Lex; Manager of Operations and
Maintenance Lou DeLaby; Manager of
Finance and Office Services Dean Fuchs;
Director of Member and Public Relations
Dana Smith; Field Engineer and Purchasing
Agent Martin Hinton; Computer Support
Specialist Brandon Taylor; and Attorney
Jerry Tice.
* The minutes of the April 24 regular
Board meeting were approved as presented.
* President/CEO Stuva introduced
Tony Krager, Pitman Township Road
Commissioner. Mr. Krager discussed his
request that the cooperative relocate five line
poles as part of a bridge widening project.
After questions and discussion, the board
authorized management to determine the
proper course of action by the co-op.
* CEO Stuva presented the IMEA Report.
* The AIEC report was provided by
Director Beatty. He reviewed the Executive
Summary of the AIEC Board meeting held
May 17, 2012.
* Attorney Jerry Tice gave a brief report.
President/CEO’s Report
CEO Stuva reviewed the following reports
which had either been mailed or distributed
to all directors and attorney: Job Training and
Safety, Meters and Outages, Operations and
Maintenance, Engineering and Construction,
Cash Flows, Cash Disbursements Summary,
and Check Listing. The financial and
statistical reports for April 2012 were
reviewed and accepted for placement in the
cooperative’s files.
CEO Stuva also:
* Noted that electricity sales were lower
than expected again in May, and were almost
15 percent less than budgeted for the year.
Together with higher power costs, this is

resulting in operating losses that cannot be
sustained through the year.
* Reviewed plans for upcoming meetings
and classes.
Board Action
The Board acted on the following:
* Approved the application for, or
reinstatement of, membership and electric
service for 16 persons.
* Approved a Resolution authorizing the
Restatement of the NRECA Retirement
Security and 401(K) Plan, as required by the
IRS.
* Approved Work Order Inventory 219s
for the period November 2011 to March 2012
in the total amount of $1,026,152.98.
* Approved an Energy Resource
Conservation (ERC) loan application from
a member for $7,000.
*Appointed voting delegates for upcoming
AIEC and NRECA Regional meetings.
* Set the date for the 2013 RECC Annual
Meeting on June 13, 2013 at Glenwood
High School.
The meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.

Resume of Minutes
Regular Board Meeting
June 7, 2012
The regular meeting of the Board of
Directors of Rural Electric Convenience
Cooperative Co. was held at 8:00 p.m. at
Glenwood High School, Chatham, following
the close of the 2012 Annual Membership
Meeting, with all members present. Also
present were President/CEO David Stuva and
Attorney Jerry Tice.
* President/CEO Stuva presented a request
to amend the ERC Loan approved at the May
22 board meeting, from $7,000 to $7,500. The
change was approved.
* The board approved a motion that the
re-organization of the Board of Directors
pursuant to Article VI, Section 2 of the bylaws
be postponed to the regular meeting of the
board to be held June 21, 2012.
The meeting adjourned.
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Please notify RECC when adding
load or facilities!
If you are planning a new
home, addition of an electric
heating system, a new or expanded
outbuilding, or a new grain storage
facility, please contact us before you
start your project! This allows us
to prepare for the change in your
electric service, and offer assistance.
If you are doing any of these
projects, we may need to make
changes and upgrades to your
electric service and the equipment
that provides power to your location.
Without sufficient lead-time to
accomplish this, you may experience
a delay in the completion of your
project. You may also find there
are unexpected costs involved in
supplying adequate power to
your project.
RECC also wants to assure that
safe clearances will be maintained
between overhead lines or other
facilities and your buildings and
equipment. We must also have
access to any of our facilities for
repairs or replacement, with enough
room for line workers or their trucks
to operate safely.
The best thing you can do when
planning a project is to contact the
cooperative early in the process, to
involve us in the planning. If we
know where you want to put your
facilities, and what kind of electrical
load you’ll be adding, we can suggest
the most effective way to meet your
needs for adequate electrical power.

has specific requirements for grain
bin clearances above and around
the bins, to account for that large
equipment.
For example, a 35-foot tall bin
should be placed no less than 105 feet
away from the nearest power line.
If you plan to build a bin or
storage system near high-voltage

power lines, be sure to contact us.
Either your site or the power lines
may need to be moved to meet
the NISC requirements. Adequate
clearances can reduce the risk of
accidental contact between power
lines and farm equipment, and
possible injuries or death for
farm workers.

Clearance requirements around grain bins

Grain bin clearances

Grain bins pose a unique risk
near high-voltage electric lines
because of the large portable
equipment that is typically used
when moving grain. Portable augers,
dump trucks and large harvest
equipment can reach overhead
lines that may be at safe heights in
other circumstances. The National
Electrical Safety Code (NESC)
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Annual Meeting (Continued from page 1)

Three directors were re-elected at the Annual Meeting for three-year terms.
From left are Ted Dowson of Auburn, Lou Weitekamp of Raymond, Cassie
Eigenmann of Modesto and President/CEO David Stuva.

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative

2012 PRIZE WINNERS

Early Bird Drawings:
Gordon Slightom
Steven Wright
John Norris

Gerald Hornbuckle
Mary Himstedt
Gary Anderson

Door Prizes:
Lloyd Dennis
Murl Tryon
Jessica Sharp
John Hemberger
Gerald Carney
Donald Adamski
Mary Wood
Charles Damery
Don Stein
Kenneth Spengler
Oliver Miller
Cynthia Schroeder
Robert Shinnick
Randy Jackson
Wilburn Chapman

Mike Dozier
Rosann Ramey
Scott Shoup
Jeanne Waggoner
Carol Bumgarner
Hale Harmon
Norman Koleske
Fred Vangeison
Olyn Hines
Bill Murray
Jesse Ayers
Linda Olsen
Bob Sons
Denver Eytchison
Patricia Mappes

Grand Prize:
Nail Land Surveying			

John Benedict
Robert Wood
Mary Lou McClelland
Barry Smith
Thomas Walker
Elsworth Goetges
Norman Moses
Lee Elliott
Patricia Boarman
Melvin Wempen

Stuva also discussed confusing
letters and phone calls members
have been receiving from power
marketers promising lower rates
if they switch their electric supply.
He said that co-ops and municipal
electric suppliers are not involved
in the electric choice (deregulation)
program and the letters and telemarketing calls were actually meant
for customers of investor-owned
utilities such as Ameren.
He added that with the economy
still in recovery, the short-term market price of electricity has fallen so
competitors can offer slightly lower
power costs. Cooperatives have contracted power supply for many years
ahead to ensure both more consistent long-term pricing and adequate
power capacity for their members in
the future.
CEO Stuva and Board Chairman Jimmy Ayers summarized the
bylaw amendments that the board
developed to meet new laws and
regulations. Later in the meeting
these amendments were approved
by the members in attendance.
Elections were held for three
positions on the board of directors,
with the three incumbents running
unopposed. Elected to new three year
terms were Ted Dowson of Auburn
(District 7), Lou Weitekamp of Raymond (District 8) and Cassie Eigenmann of Modesto (Distinct 9).
Many great door prizes were
awarded before and after the meeting, along with a $300 Grand Prize
check. A list of prize winners is
printed on this page.
Next year’s meeting is set for June
13, 2013, at Glenwood High School,
and we hope to see many of our
members there again!

Nita Jansen, representing the
family for Nail Land Surveying of
Litchfield, accepts the $300 Grand
Prize from Dana Smith, director of
member and public relations.
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The Mid-Illinois Pork Association did another great job of serving the Annual
Meeting dinner, complete with cake and ice cream for dessert!

A new visitor at this year’s meeting was CFL Charlie, who came
to remind members that compact
fluorescent bulbs (CFLs) save
energy and last longer than incandescent bulbs.
Journeyman lineman Travis Boylen
helps Tom Klein of Glenarm and his
daughter Ruby with their safety gear
before taking them up for a bucket
truck ride 40 feet over the parking lot.

Catherine Sloman, who just turned
99 years old, was able to attend
the historical Annual Meeting with
her two daughters. Catherine and
Wheeler Sloman were outage
reporters for RECC for 40 years,
and her father-in-law George Sloman was a founding director of the
co-op in 1936. With her are friends
Fred and Elaine Vangeisen of
Morrisonville.

Tim the Twister and Sunshyne the
Clown presented a magic show
for the youngsters while parents
attended the business meeting at
Glenwood High School.

Member service electrician Jeff Lancaster (left) and field engineer/purchasing
agent Martin Hinton talked lighting and other efficiency topics with members
during the dinner time.
5
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News & Notes
News
& Notes
Want to be
Notified?
RECC is using the Notify 24
program to inform members about
outages and repairs, along with
other important co-op activities.
The system can make automated
phone calls or send text messages
to members when outages occur.
We can let you know what caused
an outage, and during larger outage situations we can pass along
progress reports on the repairs.
While outgoing phone calls take
some time to send, text messages
can be delivered very quickly.
If you’d like to sign up for these
notifications, please call our office
or e-mail us at recc@recc.coop.
Please specify which notification
method you prefer, with the appropriate phone number. For text
messaging, please give us the name
of your service provider as well.

RECC video
is online
RECC’s historical video, with
several members talking about
their early memories of electricity
and the cooperative, is available
on You Tube! You can search You
Tube for Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative 75, or go to
our website for a link to the video.
The 25-minute video, produced by
the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC), also includes early photos of co-op employees and members as it tells the
story of establishing a new utility
to extend electric lines across the
countryside. Many thanks to the
folks who shared their memories
for present and future members,
and to Paul Dow at the AIEC
for the great job he did on the
video project!

Prairie State Unit 1 online
Unit 1 of the Prairie State
Generating Co.’s 1,600-megawatt
power plant in southern Illinois
went live on June 6, with the
second unit expected to be
operational by the end of the year.
The Prairie State plant is owned
by public power and cooperative
utilities in five states and coal
company Peabody Energy. RECC
will receive part of the electricity
produced at Prairie State
thorough our wholesale power
provider, the Illinois Municipal
Electric Agency (IMEA). The
800-megawatt generator was
operating at slightly above its
rated capacity, providing enough

power for over one million homes.
With high-efficiency boilers
and $1 billion invested in
environmental emission controls,
Prairie State will be an important
part of the region’s future power
supply, especially as older, less
efficient coal plants are retired.
Illinois has more than 38 million
metric tons of recoverable coal,
and the supply for Prairie State
is already owned at an adjacent
mine by the utility partners. Coal
prices have historically been
stable compared to high volatility
in natural gas prices, providing
a reliable power supply for
downstate Illinois and the region.

Home Remedies on WSMI
Doug Rye, the
“King of Caulk and
Talk,” brings energy efficiency home
every week on his
weekly Home Remedies radio show. It’s
heard throughout
the United States,
including locally on
WSMI 1540 AM
in Litchfield. The live program,
sponsored in part by Rural Electric
Convenience Cooperative, airs from
9:05 – 10:00 a.m. on Saturdays.
Each week, Doug Rye dons his
headphones and hits the airwaves
to promote energy efficiency. A
licensed architect, he provides tips

to help callers lower
their energy bills.
During the program,
he answers questions
from listeners across
the country. Doug
Rye is probably the
best known residential
energy consultant in
the nation. His recommendations include
the use of cellulose insulation,
geothermal heat pumps, and energy efficient water heaters such
as the Marathon brand carried
by RECC. For some good downhome energy advice, tune in to
“Home Remedies” on Saturday
mornings, on WSMI!
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Member Response Page
Please send me information on services from RECC:
_______Peak Switch

_______New Home Energy Guidelines

_______Security Light Rental

_______Co-op Connections® Card

_______Dual Meter Heating Rate
_______Air Evac Memberships

_______Surge Suppressor Lease

_______Marathon Lifetime-Warranty 		
Water Heaters

_______Long Distance Saving Rates

_______AT&T Wireless Cellular Phone
Savings

_______5% ERC Loans for Efficiency
Improvements

Electric heating equipment rebates
An electric heat rebate form must be completed. Minimum system sizes apply.
•

Geothermal System – $250/home

•

Air Source Heat Pumps – $250/home
(with electric back-up)

•

Air Source Heat Pumps – $100/home
(with gas back-up)

Electric equipment rebate request
Please include a copy of your sales receipt for your new electric equipment, purchased and installed within the past 12 months.
_______Clothes Dryer, Electric Replacement – $25

_______Clothes Dryer, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25

_______Electric Range, Electric Replacement – $25

_______Electric Range, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25

_______Water Heater, Standard Warranty – $200			
(less than 10-yr waranty)

_______Water Heater, Life–long Warranty – $250		
(10-yr or longer warranty)
This water heater is for (40 gallon minimum):
__________ New Home
__________ Gas Conversion

__________ Electric Replacement

Member Name

Account No.

Mailing Address
Town

Phone

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative
P.O. Box 19, Auburn IL 62615
Telephone: (800) 245-7322 (RECC) or (217) 438-6197 • www.recc.coop
Normal office hours 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
7
RECC Hilights 0712.indd 7

6/26/12 3:01 PM

P.O. Box 19
Auburn, IL 62615

Bigger discount offered for Co-op Connections® card
Cool treat savings for summer

Just in time for relief from hot
summer temperatures, the Dairy
Queen store in Auburn is improving
and expanding its discount for
RECC members using their Coop Connections card! They’re now
offering $1.00 off any medium or
large Blizzard, or any Combo meal
(excluding specials). Auburn Dairy
Queen is open every day, year-round
for meals and treats.
All RECC members have
received free Co-op Connections
cards, plus a smaller key fob that can
be carried everywhere you shop.
The Co-op Connections card
brings savings offers from both local
merchants and national businesses.
You can check the local offers on
our website at www.recc.coop, or
ask for a printed copy of our local
business participants. The web page
also has a link to the national list
of hundreds of offers, where you
can search by business categories,
Auburn Dairy Queen is one of many area businesses offering discounts to
location or other criteria.
RECC members when presenting their Co-op Connections® cards.
Other recent additions to the
Co-op Connections discounts are
the Pharmacy Discount program
could save up to 60 percent using
program that includes the plan
and Healthy Savings discounts
the Co-op Connections card.
codes for various vendors. For a
on vision, dental, hearing and
Our website has a link for you
new card, or a replacement for a lost
chiropractic care as well as lab and
to obtain a list of participating
card, just give us a call at (217) 438imaging services. If you are paying
pharmacies and medical service
6197 or e-mail a request to recc@
for these prescriptions and medical
providers. You may need an updated recc.coop.
services out of your own pocket, you card for the Healthy Savings
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