
A career dedicated to RECC
Roy Goode has seen it all

 Roy Goode has seen the history of 
Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative 
unfold from every angle. He was 12 years 
old when electricity came to the family 
farm in 1937. He worked for nearly 20 
years helping members learn how to use 
electric energy safely and efficiently, and 
then more than 20 years as manager of 
the co-op as it continued to grow.
 Even before RECC was created, Roy 
drove around the countryside with his 
father, Walter, encouraging neighbors to 
pay $5 and commit to at least one year 
of using electricity when the lines were 
built. One neighbor signed up just to 
help assure that another neighbor could 
get service to his area. “My grandmother 
thought she was too old, and wouldn’t 
need electricity in her home,” Roy says.
 At dusk on a December day in 1937, 
Roy and his brother Richard were 
walking from the barn to the house on 
their rural Modesto farm when they saw 
the bright lights shining in the kitchen 
window for the first time. “It was a great 
occasion,” he recalls.
 After serving in the Navy in World 
War II, Roy earned a degree from 
Bradley University in Electrical Industry. 
(They didn’t have a degree program 
in Electrical Engineering at the time, 
Roy explains.) After graduation in June 
1949, he started work for RECC as an 
electrification adviser, under manager 
Ralph White. 
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 Since many farm and home owners 
knew little about electric wiring and 
appliances, Roy helped wire houses and 
farm buildings, install milking machines 
and motors, and even indoor plumbing 
systems. “Without electric well pumps, 
most homes had no running water 
inside!” he points out.
 Roy also became a wiring inspector, 
checking members’ electrical 
installations to make sure they were 
safe and correct. “We charged $5 for an 

inspection, but if they couldn’t pay we 
didn’t worry about it,” he says.
 RECC also was heavily involved in 
home insulation and electric heating 
systems, and Roy blew cellulose 
insulation into hundreds of attics and 
sidewalls. He installed baseboard and 
ceiling cable electric heat systems, some 
of which are still operating today. He says 
he and manager White installed the area’s 
first two heat pumps in their own homes 

 

 

 

Roy Goode helps students learn about circuits and safe wiring in his early days as an 
electrification adviser at RECC.
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Resume of Minutes
Regular Board Meeting
February 28, 2012 

 The regular monthly meeting of the Board 
of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative Co. was held at the cooperative 
headquarters on February 28, 2012, at 6 p.m., 
with all members present. Also present were 
President/CEO David Stuva; Manager of 
Finance and Office Services Dean Fuchs; 
Manager of Operations and Maintenance 
Lou DeLaby; Director of Member and Public 
Relations Dana Smith; Executive Assistant 
Sandy Lex; Rural Utilities Service General 
Field Representative Aaron Johnson; Illinois 
Municipal Electric Agency President/CEO 
Kevin Gaden; and Attorney Jerry Tice. 
 * The minutes of the January 24 regular 
Board were approved as presented.
 * President/CEO Stuva introduced Kevin 
Gaden, the new President/CEO of IMEA since 
December 2011. Mr. Gaden gave a brief history 
of his education, training and work experience 
in the electric utility industry, and said he looked 
forward to working with RECC.
  * CEO Stuva reviewed the history of the 
Cooperative’s debt to asset ratio for the period 
1950 through 2011. He noted the co-op relies 
upon long term borrowing to provide capital 
necessary to construct new plant and repair 
existing plant that will provide service to the 
members over the life of the facilities. He also 
reviewed the board’s consensus from the 2012 
Strategic Planning meeting on desired equity 
and margin levels.
 * CEO Stuva and Aaron Johnson from 
RUS reviewed the 2012-2015 Work Plan 
and Ten Year Financial Forecast, which are 
required for approval by RUS before applying 
for long-term financing for work projects. 
 * CEO Stuva introduced Dana Smith to 
review the annual Allied Contractors Dinner 
held Feb. 21.

 * CEO Stuva presented the IMEA Report. 
 * The AIEC report was presented by 
Chairman Ayers. He reviewed the Executive 
Summary of the February 16 AIEC Board 
meeting. 
 * Attorney Jerry Tice gave a brief report.

President/CEO’s Report
 CEO Stuva reviewed the following reports 
which had either been mailed or distributed 
to all directors and attorney: Job Training and 
Safety, Meters and Outages, Operations and 
Maintenance, Engineering and Construction, 
Cash Disbursements Summary, and Check 
Listing. The financial and statistical reports for 
January 2102 were reviewed and accepted for 
placement in the cooperative’s files.
 CEO Stuva also:
 * Noted that the Nominating Committee 
for the co-op will meet on March 1 at 6:30 p.m.
 * Reported that January energy sales were 
well under budget, due to the mild weather, 
and there was a negative operating margin for 
the month.
 * Reviewed plans for upcoming meetings 
and classes.

Board Action
 The Board acted on the following:
 * Approved the application for, or 
reinstatement of, membership and electric 
service for 14 persons.
 * Approved a Resolution to accept the 
guidelines discussed during strategic planning 
sessions, regarding goals for margins, equity 
management and retirement of capital credits.
 * Approved a Resolution to accept the Ten 
Year Financial Forecast as presented.
 * Approved a Resolution to submit a 
loan application for $7,900,000 from RUS 
Guaranteed Federal Financing Bank (FFB) for 
projects included in the 2012-2015 Work Plan.
 The meeting adjourned at 10:40 p.m. 

Board report

Follow us 
on Facebook
Link from our web page 
at www.recc.coop
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Looking back on 75 years

 

 

 

in 1957, which also provided 
central air conditioning for modern 
comfort.
 Besides wiring member facilities, 
Roy also helped stake new lines 
to reach more homes. He helped 
design the large transformer 
and metering setup at the new 
Glenwood High School (now 
Glenwood Middle School) in 1966. 
 It was a time of rapid growth 
after the war, as technology 
and prosperity spread across 
rural Illinois. Roy says two new 
substations were energized just 
two months after he began work, 
at Lowder and Glenarm. Electric 
sales were growing at 10 percent 
a year, as more homes and farms 
were added to the system. Roy 
says he once heard an RECC 
director remark about the demand 
for electric energy, “Well, if we 
can’t build the lines, we’ll carry it 
to them in a bucket!”
Third RECC Manager
 In 1968, Roy was named co-
op manager, just the third person 
in that position after Charles 
Masters and Ralph White. The 
co-op had moved from its early 
office location in Divernon to its 

present office just east of Auburn in 
1954. “There were a lot of nice oak 
trees on that lot when we bought 
the property, but most of them 
came down to make room for the 
warehouses,” Roy says. An office 
expansion was built in the 1970s  
on the west side of the building.
 The co-op’s distribution system 
grew to its present number of nine 
substations, from its beginnings of 
power delivered out of Springfield. 
Roy says they made an effort to install 
some of the main feeder circuits 
between the substations underground, 
so that storms could not pull the wires 
down and power could be back-fed 
from one substation to another during 

larger outages. 
 That didn’t help much when the 
huge ice storm hit in March 1978, 
and lines were down everywhere. 
Roy recalls sitting at a road 
intersection and looking around 
in all directions. “As far as I could 
see, there was only one pole still 
standing, and it was leaning, too!” 
he says. Dozens of workers came in 
to help restore power, from as far 
away as Pennsylvania, he recalls. 
 The good news, if there was 
any, was that the administrator 
of the Rural Electrification 
Administration in Washington 
cut through the paperwork and 
delivered a loan check for repairs 
for $1million within a week, with 
an interest rate of just two percent. 
 At his retirement in the spring 
of 1991, Roy celebrated nearly 
42 years of work with the rural 
electric program. He and his 
wife, Carol, now live in Fountain 
Hills, Arizona, where he is 
active in church and community 
organizations. Looking back on his 
career, Roy says with pride, “I feel 
like I made some contribution to 
the rural areas of central Illinois, 
and specifically the RECC area!”

Enjoying his retirement in Arizona, Roy 
Goode is still an active leader in church 
and community groups.

Roy Goode career - (Continued from page 1)

 The annual meeting of the 
membership is a tradition and 
a required process at electric 
cooperatives, and RECC has 
worked hard since our early 
years to make this meeting 
a memorable event for our 
members. Roy says the first 
outdoor meeting was held 
in Virden in 1952, with the 
introduction of the Annual 
Meeting Caravan. The Illinois 
electric co-ops assembled trucks 
and vans full of tents, poles, 
platforms, podiums and displays 
that came to each meeting site. 
The local co-op would also sell 
spaces to local vendors to exhibit 

refrigerators, freezers, milking 
machines and other electrical 
equipment.
 RECC’s Annual Meeting 
for many years included a 
talent show, beauty contest, 
merchandise sales, and guest 
speakers along with the business 
meetings and director elections. 
For some years, the annual tent 
event was set up on the east side 
of the co-op’s property on Route 
104. Many of these activities 
continued when the Annual 
Meetings were moved to local 
high schools around the area.
 This year’s RECC Annual 
Meeting will include displays to 

celebrate the 75th anniversary 
of the cooperative, along with a 
short video. We’re also adding 
more activities for kids, including 
a supervised program and magic 
show for youngsters during the 
business meeting. So, parents 
can attend the meeting without 
holding onto their little ones or 
worrying about them squirming 
through the “adult activities!” 
We hope you’ll join us for this 
momentous celebration on 
Thursday, June 7, at Glenwood 
High School in Chatham. A free 
pork chop dinner begins at 5 
p.m., with the business meeting 
to start at 7:00 p.m.

Annual Meetings done right
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Plant the right tree near power lines
Don’t create problems for the future!

 Spring planting season started 
early this year, but you may be still 
thinking about adding a tree (or 
several) to your home landscape. 
Trees can help cool your house in the 
summer, provide habitat for wildlife, 
and help frame your views from both 
outside and inside your home. 
 But, without good planning and 
consideration of a tree’s growth over 
the years, it can turn into an ugly 
fiasco. 
 That spindly little sapling that you 
plant today may become a spreading 
40-foot specimen over the next 
20 years. It may have large limbs 
overhanging your roof, crowd other 
nearby trees and shrubs, or – horror 
story to utilities – grow into overhead 
power lines. When that last situation 
occurs, it’s not just your problem 
anymore.
 Trees in power lines are one of 
the biggest causes of power outages 
for RECC and other electric 
utilities. Limbs twining through the 
overhead wires may rub against the 
wires, causing intermittent blinks 
or eventually broken wires. Even if 

a tree branch is normally a few feet 
above or to the side of a power line, it 
may come crashing down with high 
winds, wet snow or heavy ice.
 When the power goes out, it may 
be more than just your home that’s 
affected, and our crews must go out 
to clear the lines and repair any wires 
and poles that were broken. 
 Our commitment to maintaining 
reliable electric service means we 
must work proactively to keep 
potential problems and outages to a 
minimum. Our crews and contracted 
tree trimmers try to keep all large 
trees out of the typical 25-foot right-
of-way on either side of a power line. 
Even if a tree is further than that 
from a line, its branches can easily 
reach across the wires. So, they cut 
branches as necessary to provide safe 
clearances, and owners are sometimes 
unhappy about it.
 While our tree trimmers use 
the best practices recommended by 
certified arborists, the result of heavy 
tree trimming is sometimes an odd-
looking tree. The only way to avoid 
this situation is to keep those large 

trees away from any power lines when 
planting. Sugar maples, oak, spruce 
and other large tree varieties should 
be planted at least 40 feet from 
overhead lines. If you want to plant 
closer to the lines, choose smaller 
trees such as crabapple, redbud and 
amur maple. Only shrubs such as 
juniper, sumac and viburnum should 
be planted in the zone from five to 15 
feet from a power line.
 If you’re planning to put 
a tree in the vicinity of any 
overhead wires, be sure to check 
the expected growth pattern of 
that tree to select an appropriate 
specimen. For more information 
on clearance requirements and 
tree recommendations, ask for our 
booklet titled “Lines, Limbs and 
the Landscape.” The booklet also 
describes our Trade-A-Tree program, 
which offers a $50 payment toward 
a replacement tree if we remove a 
problem tree in a residential setting. 
 For specific questions on trees and 
power lines in your area, call Lou 
DeLaby, Manager of Operations and 
Maintenance, at (217) 438-6197.
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Director candidates to  
run for re-election

 A committee of RECC members 
has nominated candidates for 
director positions in Districts 7, 8 
and 9 that are up for election at this 
year’s Annual Meeting. Directors 
are elected for three-year terms. The 
Nominating Committee met on 
March 1 at the RECC office, and 
named the following candidates: 

District 7
Ted T. Dowson
13750 Dowson Rd.
Auburn, IL 62615

District 8
Lou Weitekamp
3253 Illinois Rt. 48
Raymond, IL 62560

District 9
Cassie L. Eigenmann
11767 Hurricane Timber Ln.
Modesto, IL 62667

 The nominations have been 
posted at the Auburn office, as 
stipulated in the co-op’s bylaws. 
Other candidates may be named by 
petition for a district, signed by 15 
or more members in that district. 
Petition forms are available from 
the co-op office in Auburn, and 
must be returned by May 8 (30 
days before the Annual Meeting, 
which is on June 7 in Chatham). 
Any persons nominated by petition 
will be included in the 2012 Annual 
Meeting Notice booklet to be 
mailed to the membership on May 
25. Biographical information and a 
statement from each candidate will 
also be printed in the booklet.
 Serving on this year’s 
Nominating Committee were: 
District 7 - Carl Ostermeier, 
Jr. (Chatham), Sam Burtle 
(Divernon) and John Goleman 
(Divernon); District 8 - Lee Marten 
(Waggoner), Lester Crawford 

(Raymond), and Larry Ziegler 
(Raymond); District 9 - Richard 
Bray (Modesto), Sidney Colbrook 
(Girard), and Karen Bottoms 
(Modesto). Sam Burtle was elected 
as chairman of the nominating 
committee, and Carl Ostermeier  
as secretary.
 Thank you to these members 
for your time and interest in the 
Cooperative’s business operation, 
and to the candidates who are 
willing to work for the benefit of  
all RECC member-owners!

The RECC Nominating Committee 
met on March 1 and named three 
candidates for election to the board of 
directors. Pictured, front row: Lee Mar-
ten, Lester Crawford, Karen Bottoms, 
and Sidney Colbrook. Back row: Larry 
Ziegler, John Goleman, Carl Ostermei-
er, Sam Burtle, and Mick Bray.
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News & NotesNews & Notes
Celebrate Earth Week

 Earth Week 2012 is a time to promote awareness and appreciation 
for the Earth’s environment and sustainable living. We encourage you 
to join environmentalists all over the world to make an extra effort to 
recycle and conserve energy during Earth Week, and especially on  
April 22, Earth Day. Some ideas to observe the week, and perhaps  
set an example for others:  
•	 Plant	a	tree	or	garden	– Green your environment with trees,  

gardens and flowers
•	 Turn	off	the	lights	– Turn off all unnecessary lights
•	 Phantom	energy	– Unplug electronics to reduce the use of  

phantom energy
•	 Pick	up	garbage - Spend a couple hours picking up litter at  

your local park, river or highway
•	 Less	is	more	– Purchase items with less packaging

 You may want to recycle 
more materials from home, 
work or school, but not  
be sure where you can 
take some common 
items. For plastics, 
aluminum, tin and paper 
items, many communities 
have set up collection bins 
for recycling. If you can’t find a 
collection bin, take these materials 
to Lake Area Disposal Service, 
2742 S. 6th Street in Springfield, 
or other major recycling centers. 
Electronics:	TVs, computers, 
monitor screens and other 
electronics can be dropped off at 
BLH Computers, with locations 
in Springfield and Taylorville, or 
at local Goodwill stores. Retailers 
such as Best Buy are also setting up 
collection points for electronics. 
CFL	Bulbs,	Rechargeable	
Batteries: These can be dropped 
off at most major hardware stores 
for recycling or safe disposal. 
Refrigerators/Freezers: RECC 
is still offering pickup of working 

Where to recycle?Sign up for 
text alerts

 RECC has introduced a new 
service under our Notify 24 
program, to inform members about 
outages and other important co-
op activities. A system to make 
automated phone calls began last 
year, and now we can also send 
text messages to members who 
prefer to be contacted by that 
method. Text messages can be 
sent very quickly, and read at a 
phone owner’s choice of time and 
location. With texting, we can 
often send out a notice while an 
outage is still happening, and give 
members an idea of the severity 
and expected recovery time.
 To make text messaging work, 
we need your mobile phone 
number, the service provider 
name, and permission to text to 
your number. Notify 24 can call 
those members who choose that 
communication, and text those 
who opt for text messaging. 
Just call our office to make your 
request at (217) 438-6197, or 
e-mail us at recc@recc.coop. 

refrigerators and freezers 
for members, to be safely 
recycled. Plus, you’ll 
receive a $35 gift card 
for removing them 
from your home! 
Find details at www.

RecycleMyFridge.com., 
or call 877-341-2313 to 

schedule a pickup.

Used	Motor	Oil:	Most lube 
stations and service centers 
will accept used oil. Or, the 
Illinois EPA conducts periodic 
household hazardous waste 
collection events around the 
state. For times and locations  
call (217) 785-8604.

Old	Clothing,	Furniture,	etc:	If 
items are usable, then Goodwill 
is a great place to take your 
unwanted clothing, furniture, 
toys, tools, etc. Someone can still 
get good use from your items, 
and the Goodwill store earns 
a little operating money. Even 
badly worn clothing can be 
turned into rags for reuse!
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_______Clothes Dryer, Electric Replacement – $25
_______Clothes Dryer, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25
_______Electric Range, Electric Replacement – $25
_______Electric Range, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25

_______Water Heater, Standard Warranty – $200   
      (less than 10-yr waranty)
_______Water Heater, Life–long Warranty – $250  
     (10-yr or longer warranty)

MeMber response page

Electric heating equipment rebates
An electric heat rebate form must be completed. Minimum system sizes apply.

•	 Geothermal	System	–	$250/home

•	 Air	Source	Heat	Pumps	–	$250/home
 (with electric back-up)

•	 Air	Source	Heat	Pumps	–	$100/home
 (with gas back-up)

_______Peak Switch
_______Dual Meter Heating Rate
_______Security Light Rental
_______Convectair Heaters

_______New Home Energy Guidelines
_______Surge Suppressor Lease
_______Co-op Connections® Card
_______Marathon Lifetime-Warranty   
     Water Heaters

_______Long Distance Saving Rates
_______AT&T Wireless Cellular Phone  
     Savings
_______5% ERC Loans for Efficiency  
     Improvements

Please send me information on services from RECC:

Member Name Account No. 

Mailing Address 

Town Phone 

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative
P.O. Box 19, Auburn IL 62615
Telephone: (800) 245-7322 (RECC) or (217) 438-6197 • www.recc.coop
Normal office hours 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Please include a copy of your sales receipt for your new electric equipment, purchased and installed within the past 12 months.
Electric equipment rebate request

This water heater is for (40 gallon minimum): 
  _________ New Home
  _________ Gas Conversion 
  _________ Electric Replacement
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P.O. Box 19
Auburn, IL 62615

 One of the greatest hazards 
on today’s farms is the risk of 
electrocution. Before heading back 
into the fields this spring, Rural 
Electric Convenience Cooperative 
and Safe Electricity remind farm 
workers to be especially aware of 
dangers working near overhead 
power lines, and urge review of 
farm activities and work practices 
that take place around all electric 
lines. Educate all who work on 
the farm about power line hazards 
and make sure everyone knows the 
location of overhead power lines. 
Remind workers to keep farm 
equipment at least 10 feet away 
from them.
 The minimum 10 foot distance 
is a 360-degree rule – below, to 
the side and above lines. Simply 
coming too close to a power line 
while working is dangerous as 
electricity can arc or “jump” to 
conducting material or objects, such 
as a ladder, pole or a truck. Many 
farm electrical accidents involving 
power lines occur when loading or 
preparing to transport equipment 
to fields, or while working on farm 
machinery near power lines.
 Sometimes a power line is 
closer than it looks. When moving 

large equipment or high loads near 
a power line, always use a spotter to 
help ensure that contact is not made 
with a line.
 Many farm fatalities have been 
attributed to portable augers coming 
in contact with overhead wires. 
Always lower portable augers or 
elevators to their lowest possible 
level – under 14 feet – before 
moving or transporting; use care 
when raising them.
 Farmers may want to consider 

Farm electrical safety

moving or burying power lines 
around buildings or busy pathways 
where many farm activities take 
place. If planning a new out building 
or farm structure, contact RECC 
for information on minimum safe 
clearances from overhead and 
underground power lines.
 For more information on  
farm electrical safety, visit  
www.SafeElectricity.org and  
www.recc.coop.
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