Local News from Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative

Tree trimming started in February
In February, Rural Electric
Convenience Cooperative
contracted Funk’s Tree Service to
trim trees in the Palmyra area. More
specifically, they are clearing every
line that originates from the East
Feeder of the Palmyra Substation. As
you can see on the map, this section
of the Palmyra sub extends north
to Nine Mile Road and east to the
far side of Otter Lake. To the south,
some lines extend up to four miles
toward IL Route 4.
Funk’s Tree Service, operating

under contract with RECC, will be
clearing the right-of-way around our
lines to avoid potential contact with
wires. Even branches that normally
aren’t close to our lines can be
pulled down by snow, ice or wind
to cause blinking lights or power
outages. Vegetation management,
once known as preventive line
maintenance, will reduce a
percentage of line loss, but the most
notable benefit will be fewer blinks
and outages in these areas.
In the past, our tree contractors

have worked well with our
members. They deliver notices to
homes along each circuit and let
them know when work is planned
in their area. When tree limbs are
cut, they are chipped and removed.
They also accumulate many loads of
wood chips. If anyone is interested
in receiving a load of free wood
chips, call our office at 217-438-6197
to set-up delivery arrangements.
Most cooperatives set up tree
trimming on a four to 10-year cycle.
This is similar to the procedures
used for pole and meter testing.
Often overlooked is the geography
of our service territory. Some areas
are so bountiful that crops are free
to grow without a tree in sight.
Conversely, there are sections that
have tree-lined pastures and thick
timber everywhere. Regardless of
location, each line is part of a larger
system. One small tree limb can
trip a breaker, causing outages for
hundreds of members.
Tree trimming is expensive
and often the first casualty of a
tight budget. It can be enticing
for cooperatives to skip a year or
two and save some money, but
the neglect soon leads to longer
maintenance cycles and additional
repairs. Sometimes it hard to put a
price on the inconvenience caused
by an outage that could have been
prevented.
For more information, please
visit our website at recc.coop,
and follow us on Facebook
for the latest updates.

Tree contractors will be working in these areas.
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2017 Youth to Washington
Winners Jacob Harris of
Pawnee and Savannah
Norris of Auburn

Youth Day and Youth to Washington Tour
High school juniors are invited
each year to apply for great trips to
Springfield and Washington, D.C.! Rural
Electric Convenience Cooperative
sponsors area students for the
popular Rural Electric Youth Day in
Springfield and the week-long Youth to
Washington tour.
The 2018 Youth Day program will
be held April 18, 2018 in Springfield,
and the Youth to Washington Tour will
be June 8-15, 2018. Any junior
attending a high school in
RECC’s service area is eligible
for these expense-paid
programs. Information
packets were sent to
local schools in January,
and students can request
application kits directly from the
cooperative. The application includes
a summary of the student’s school and
civic activities and accomplishments,
and a brief essay question pertaining to
the rural electric program.
Applications must be returned
to RECC by March 14, and the 10
students selected for the Illinois Youth
Day program will be notified so they
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2017 Youth Day in the Capitol Building
can arrange their school
schedules around the
trip. Transportation will be
provided from Auburn to
Springfield.
After the day’s activities in
Springfield, the students will have
individual interviews to select two
winners for the trip to Washington,
D.C. They will be judged on their
written application, personal poise
and confidence, and demonstrated
understanding of the rural electric
program. The two winners will travel by
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bus from Springfield to Washington this
summer in one of the best-recognized
youth programs in the nation’s capital.
Tell your child, grandchild, neighbor
or friend about these two programs
sponsored by your electric cooperative
and encourage them to apply. They can
call our office at 217-438-6197 to ask for
an application packet or email a request
to recc@recc.coop. Don’t let them miss
this chance to meet new friends, learn
about our government and co-ops, and
have fun!

Nominating Committee to meet March 8
The board of directors has selected
nine co-op members to serve on the
nominating committee, which will meet
on Thursday, March 8 at 6:30 p.m. at the
co-op’s office in Auburn. The committee
will select candidates for director
elections in three districts to be held at
the RECC Annual Meeting on June 7,
2018 in Chatham.
Director positions up for election
to three-year terms this year are
District 7 (incumbent Andy Goleman
of Divernon), District 8 (incumbent Lou
Weitekamp of Raymond) and District
9 (incumbent Cassie Eigenmann of
Modesto).

Members serving on the Nominating Committee are:
District 7:
• Todd R. Becker,
• C. Clark Germann,
• Denise E. McCrady,

17827 Lovens Rd.,
10477 Gordon Dr.,
16425 Kessler Rd.,

Divernon, IL 62530
Chatham, IL 62629
Divernon, IL 62530

22198 E. 5th Road,
3244 State Route 48,
22153 E. 5th Road,

Raymond, IL 62560
Raymond, IL 62560
Raymond, IL 62560

District 8:
• Melvin Wempen,
• Dennis Rosenthal,
• Larry Ziegler,
District 9:
• Norman E. Champion, 13438 Stamper Rd.,
• Christina Burgess,
13461 Stamper Rd.,
• Michael Kaydus,
30100 W. Lake Dr.,

Girard, IL 62640
Girard, IL 62640,
Girard, IL 62640

What is expected of a co-op director?
Your board of directors is chosen
through elections each year at the
annual meeting. Each of the nine
directors is elected by majority vote for
a three-year term. Terms are staggered;
three directors are elected one year,
three directors the next year and three
the third year.
Before each annual meeting of
members, a nine-member nominating
committee is appointed. The committee
consists of three members from each
district where a vacancy on the board of
directors is to be filled. This committee
meets and prepares a list of nominees
before the annual meeting. Nominations
for a district candidate may also be
made by petition, signed by 15 or more
members in that district. Petition forms
are available from the co-op office and
must be returned by May 8th; 30 days
before the June 7th Annual Meeting.

Following is a list of the minimum requirements:
• Directors must receive electric service from Rural Electric Convenience
Cooperative at their primary residence. They pay the same rates for electric service
and follow the same policies as all other members. They are not eligible to serve
on the board if they have any conflicting business interest.
• Your board of directors meets regularly on the fourth Tuesday of each month at
the headquarters in Auburn. Directors are expected to attend all regular monthly
board meetings, usually beginning at 7 p.m. (or 6 p.m. during winter months).
• Directors attend all special board meetings, committee meetings and Rural Electric
Convenience Cooperative’s annual meeting. Directors should also attempt to
attend one National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) meeting or
director’s conference every year.
• Other meetings directors attend include one and two day educational seminars.
Directors are encouraged to complete their NRECA Credentialed Cooperative
Director’s Certificate during their first term (3 years).
• Directors receive a $150 per diem ($250 if director has completed Credentialed
Cooperative Director training, or $275 with Board Leadership Credential). They
receive the IRS mileage allowance for attendance of cooperative meetings and
expenses when traveling on co-op business.
• Directors spend 23–35 days each year representing Rural Electric Convenience
Cooperative.

RECC’s Annual meeting will be held
Thursday, June 7 at Glenwood High
School in Chatham.

• A director represents all members of Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative, not a
geographic region.
• This board establishes the basic business policies, the same as the board of
directors of any other corporation. The board employs a President/CEO, who is
responsible for all the operational details.
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NextEra updating substation
communications
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Board of Directors

Mel Repscher, Chairman
Chris Wilcox, Vice Chairman
John A. Beatty, Sec.-Treasurer
Cassie L. Eigenmann, Asst. Sec.-Treasurer
Jimmy L. Ayers
Clayton Bloome
Andy Goleman
Thomas Hart
Lou Weitekamp

President/CEO
David Stuva

Editor

Jeff Lancaster

Choose your
payment option!
• At our office front desk or outside
•
•
•
•
•
•

drop-box
Mail to: PO Box 19, Auburn IL 62615
Set up recurring bank draft or
credit card payments
Online, with Pay Now from our
website
Use SmartHub portal, online
or mobile app
By phone to our office, using
credit card or checking account
By phone using automated
payment (217) 438-6197

There’s lots of things going on inside
those substations. Most are aware
of the enormous dangers created by
high voltage, but modern substations
also house communication centers
connected to numerous metering
devices. Substations must transfer
electronic data between various
utilities. In our case, communication
must be established and maintained
between NextEra and RECC. When there
is a lack of communication, everything
gets complicated.
RECC’s electrical use is metered
and demands are registered inside
each substation. The need for accurate
metering and communications is
a high priority. RECC’s employees
have been working with NextEra
and other agencies to assure proper
communications were established for a
seamless transition.
Today’s substations are where power
and communications converge. Other
centralized devices make it possible to
read meters remotely and send power
outage notifications. Power quality
can also be checked with substation
monitoring equipment. When
installed, these useful devices can
detect voltage problems and record
the number of blinks observed.
Receiving accurate data saves
time and allows our crews to make
decisions more efficiently.

See our web page for monthly
Board meeting reports.

20D

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING | WWW.ICL.COOP

Tim Ernst of P&E Engineering Co. has
been contracted by NextEra Energy to
program new equipment installed in
RECC substations.

®

Our office
will be closed
Friday, March 30.

