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Beauties at the Annual Meeting

“Miss Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative” pageants
were a staple of early Annual Meetings
So you think the evening of activities
at your co-op’s Annual Meeting is too
long? Then come back in time with us, to
the 1950s and 60s, when the membership
meeting spanned two days, with talent
contests, entertainment, equipment displays,
and … a beauty pageant!
The meetings became a teaching
opportunity, as well as a social event, in
the mid-50s with the introduction of the
Illinois Annual Meeting Caravan, a mobile
collection of a large tent, platforms, podiums
and displays that was used to put on
meetings at cooperatives around the state.
“We looked forward to attending the
Annual Meetings when I was young,
with the displays for men and women,
a talent contest, and the chance to visit
with friends and neighbors,” says Rachel
Sloman Broughton of Pawnee, whose
parents are Wheeler and Catherine Sloman.
In addition to the traveling displays, each
co-op would sell spaces to local businesses
to promote their new milk pumps, grain
elevators, refrigerators and other equipment.
RECC’s Annual Meeting found a home
site for several years on the east end of the
co-op’s new property on Route 104, when
the headquarters was moved from Divernon
to Auburn in 1954. Among the stately oak
trees a member talent contest was held on
the first day of the meeting, along with
paid entertainment. On the second day, the
business meeting was held with at least two
appearances of contestants in the “Miss

Darlene Burtle (center) poses on the Annual Meeting stage with
runners-up Barbara Gibbs (left) and Sherry Treat in the 1955
Miss Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative pageant.


Darlene Burtle now lives in Auburn, and is retired from
Horace Mann Insurance Company.

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative”
pageant, in (gasp) bathing suits and in
formal gowns.
1955 winner from Auburn
Darlene Burtle of Auburn was an early
pageant winner, in the summer of 1955.
Darlene still lives in Auburn, where she
cared for her parents John and Betty Burtle

before their passing in recent years. She had
graduated that spring from Ball Chatham
High School, and someone at the co-op
asked her father to encourage her to enter
the contest.
“At first I didn’t want to do it, but my
father asked me, so I did enter,” Darlene
says. “Then I got sick before the meeting
in August, and had a 106 degree fever

(Continued on page 4)
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Board report
Resume of Minutes
Regular Board Meeting
March 27, 2012
The regular monthly meeting of the Board
of Directors of Rural Electric Convenience
Cooperative Co. was held at the cooperative
headquarters on March 27, 2012, at 6 p.m.,
with all members present except Clayton
Bloome. Also present were President/CEO
David Stuva; Executive Assistant Sandy Lex;
Computer Support Specialist Brandon Taylor;
and Attorney Jerry Tice.
* The minutes of the February 28 regular
Board meeting and the March 15 special
meeting were approved as presented.
* CEO Stuva presented the IMEA Report.
* The AIEC report was presented by
Director Beatty. He reviewed the Executive
Summary of the March 15 AIEC Board
meeting. He noted that RECC was
recognized as one of thirteen Illinois
cooperatives with the best accident/illness
record last year.
* Attorney Jerry Tice gave a brief report.
* CEO Stuva and Attorney Tice presented
proposed bylaw amendments for final
review and approval to be presented to the
membership at the 2012 Annual Meeting.
President/CEO’s Report
CEO Stuva reviewed the following reports

Special Board Meeting
March 15, 2012
A special meeting of the Board of
Directors of Rural Electric Convenience
Cooperative Co. was held at the cooperative
headquarters on March 15, at 6 p.m., with
all members present. Also present were
President/CEO David Stuva; Executive
Assistant Sandy Lex; and Attorney Jerry Tice.
President/CEO Stuva introduced Tim

which had either been mailed or distributed
to all directors and attorney: Job Training and
Safety, Meters and Outages, Operations and
Maintenance, Engineering and Construction,
Cash Disbursements Summary, and Check
Listing. The financial and statistical reports for
February 2102 were reviewed and accepted for
placement in the cooperative’s files.
CEO Stuva also:
* Reported that February energy sales were
well under budget, similar to January, due to
the mild winter.
* Reviewed plans for upcoming meetings
and classes.
Board Action
The Board acted on the following:
* Approved the application for, or
reinstatement of, membership and electric
service for 14 persons.
* Approved a Resolution to continue the
current wholesale power contract with the
Illinois Municipal Electric Agency for a four
year term commencing January 1, 2014.
* Approved the proposed bylaw
amendments to be presented for consideration
by the membership at the 2012 Annual
Meeting on June 7, 2012. The text of the
proposed amendments will be printed in the
2012 Annual Meeting Report which will be
mailed to all members prior to the meeting.
The meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

Hemberger, Journeyman Lineman for RECC,
who gave a brief report regarding a township
road closing hearing that he attended in
Girard.
Attorney Jerry Tice and President/CEO
Stuva reviewed proposed bylaw changes with
the Directors. It was requested that changes
discussed be placed in a final format for
presentation to the board for acceptance or
rejection at their next regular meeting.
The meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m.

Students see the Capitol during
Youth Day
Budgets, programs and planning
for the future. Those were some
of the hot topics around the State
Capitol that high schoolers heard
about at the Illinois Electric and
Telephone Cooperatives Youth Day,
held March 28 in Springfield. More
than 250 students from downstate
Illinois, including six from RECC’s
area, got a close-up glimpse of their
state government and the people
working there.
With rural areas losing
population, fewer legislators will be
elected to serve downstate, so the
Pictured at the Old State Capitol are (l-r): Rebecca Sergent and Shelby
need for citizens to take active roles
Melton from Auburn, Brianna Taylor from Waggoner, Rebecca Pitchford and
in voting for legislators who have
Chelsie Bogart from Virden, Dana Smith, Director of Member and Public
their interests at heart is increasingly
Relations at RECC, Winston Woodruff from Modesto, and Justin Blandford,
important.
site manager of the Old State Capitol.
“Elected officials enjoy the
opportunity to meet with students
and learn first-hand their concerns. Many issues debated in
the General Assembly personally affect their lives,” said Duane
Noland, President and CEO of the Association of Illinois Electric
Cooperatives.
Several local legislators met with RECC’s group of students,
including Representative Rich Brauer and Senators Larry Bomke
and Sam McCann. The students had an opportunity to question
their legislators on key issues, and Rep. Brauer pointedly asked each
area student about their own future plans and goals. “You should
have an idea of where you’re heading and how you’re going to get
there,” he advised the students. In addition, the group heard from
both Lt. Governor Sheila Simon and Secretary of State Jesse White.
The students also toured the Old State Capitol and the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Museum.
The day was sponsored by the Association of Illinois Electric
Cooperatives and is designed to introduce young rural leaders
to state government. There were 25 co‑ops from across the state
represented at the event.
Students representing RECC at the Youth Day program were
Rebecca Sergent and Shelby Melton from Auburn, Brianna Taylor
from Waggoner, Rebecca Pitchford and Chelsie Bogart from Virden
(North Mac High School), and Winston Woodruff from Modesto
(Waverly High School).
At the end of the tours, each of the six high school juniors had a
short interview to compete for a free Youth To Washington trip in
June to see the nation’s capital. Winners of the week-long trip were
Secretary of State Jesse White stood on his
Shelby Melton and Brianna Taylor. Winston Woodruff was named
desk to address the large Youth Day group at
as the alternate.
the Capitol.
Watch for news on the Washington trip in this summer’s issues
of Rural Hilights!
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Looking back on 75 years

Beauty Pageants

(continued from page 1)

for three days.” On the day of the
pageant, she says her fever went
down to 101, and her mom called
Dr. Malmberg in Auburn to see if
he thought Darlene could go to the
meeting. The doctor advised that,
if she felt up to it, Darlene could
attend the contest while trying not
to over-exert herself.
The contest included an interview
with the judges to discuss her
community activities, a luncheon,
and the group presentations on the
Annual Meeting stage. Darlene
recalls at the end, they called one
girl’s name, and she thought that
girl was the winner. Then they called
another name, and then hers, and
she was proud to think she’d gotten
third place.
In actuality, the runners-up were
being announced first, and she was
named as the winner. “I had taken
off my glasses for the ceremony, and
being blind as a bat without them, I
tripped and fell going up the stairs to
the stage!” she explains. She received
a silver platter and a tiara from
Board President George Simon.
Rachel Sloman grows up
After a few years, the meetings
and pageants had been moved
to local schools, and were often
scheduled later in the year. Young
Rachel Sloman had become a
teenager, and was the pageant
runner-up in 1964. She entered
again in 1965, at the urging of her
father, and won at the November
Annual Meeting held at the
Chatham Community Building.
The pageants didn’t end there, as
winners from about 30 of the state’s
local co-ops went on to compete in the
Illinois Electric Cooperatives pageant
the next year. Rachel went to the state
contest, held at the St. Nicholas
Hotel in downtown Springfield, a
very elegant setting at the time.
“We got to keep our local
crown and trophy, our co-op sash,
and a necklace and earring set for
competing,” says Rachel. She also
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From left, at the 1965 Miss RECC contest,
were Manager Ralph White, Linda Johnson (third place), Rachel Sloman (queen),
board President Arthur Brackebusch, and
Rosemarie Johnston (first runner-up).
Recalling her fond memories as a
child at RECC Annual Meetings at the
headquarters in Auburn, Rachel Sloman
Broughton stands among the oak trees
along Route 104.



still owns another co-op memento
given to her by an RECC board
member, when she admired the
Willie Wiredhand pin he wore at the
Annual Meeting. (Willie Wiredhand
was the symbolic mascot adopted by
electric cooperatives to represent the
powerful work done by electricity.)
“At the end of the contest, he handed
me his pin to take home,” she recalls.
Rachel says the pageants were
“a good way for a young girl to
expand her horizons” and build selfconfidence. Rachel and her husband,
Perry, now operate Perry Broughton
Trucking and Excavating Inc. in
Springfield, and they live in RECC’s
service area south of Pawnee. While
she didn’t get to know the girls from
across the system who competed
with her in 1965, she did find out
recently that a friend in Girard had
also been a pageant winner in 1971.
That was Carla Ann McNaught,
now Carla Mayernick. “I was asked
by manager Roy Goode to enter the
contest, and I knew it was a big deal

at the co-op,” Carla says. “It gave
me more confidence and a chance
to meet some people who I ended
up working with.” Carla has been a
Mary Kay cosmetics consultant and
business director in Girard for 35
years.
Photo collection
Many young ladies were part of
the program over the years, and a
good number are still members of
RECC today. We have photos from
the years 1954 to 1976, apparently
the life span of the contest. Because
of incomplete newsletter files, we
don’t have names for the contestants
in some years. We’re posting
photos on our website for member
enjoyment, or former contestants to
recall their experience. You’ll find
them at our website, www.recc.coop,
under the “About RECC” tab.
You can also see photos of the
pageants at our Annual Meeting on
June 7, along with other historical
displays and photos!

with us!

RECC
75th Annual Meeting
Thursday, June 7, 2012
Glenwood High School, Chatham

Registration opens......................................5:00 p.m.
Dinner and displays...........................5:00-7:00 p.m.
Kids program............................................. 6:45 p.m.
Business meeting........................................7:00 p.m.
See displays on RECC’s history, visit business allies and
other vendor displays, learn what your cooperative is doing
to serve you, and vote for three candidates for the Board of
Directors! Plus a free pork chop dinner, attendance gifts and
great door prizes!

Bringds!
i
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Besides the kids’ activities during dinner and registration time, we’re adding a supervised program during the
business meeting for kids from ages 4-12. They’ll enjoy
a magic show by Tim the Twister, along with games and
special prizes. So, mom and dad can take part in the business meeting, while the kids enjoy their own program.
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News & Notes
News
& Notes

celebrates
20 years
The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA)
launched the ENERGY STAR
label for appliances in 1992 with
a goal to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. Now covering over 60
product categories, the ENERGY
STAR label is recognized by over
80% of Americans as a symbol
for superior energy efficiency and
is a trusted source for non-biased
information. ENERGY STARrated equipment has helped
Americans save nearly $230
billion on utility bills while also
preventing more than 1.7 billion
metric tons of greenhouse gas
emissions.
Throughout the years, DOE
and EPA focused on using strict
performance standards, while
also working with industry
stakeholders to develop entirely
new tests when needed. With
each revision to the ENERGY
STAR program requirements, both
the quality of the products and
consumer satisfaction increased.
Compact fluorescent light bulbs
(CFLs) have been one focus of the
program over the past decade, with
quality and customer satisfaction
rising as more manufacturers
met the ENERGY STAR
requirements.
When shopping for appliances,
TVs, computers and other
electrical equipment, be sure to
look for the ENERGY STAR
label!
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To avoid personal injury and damage
to underground lines, state law requires
you to contact the JULIE locating service before
any digging project, regardless of the project size or depth. Just call tollfree, to 8-1-1, at least two working days before starting your project.
You’ll need your project location, scope of work and schedule to request
a locate in the area. JULIE recommends that you help the utility
locators by marking the area you’ll be digging with white paint or flags.
Any JULIE utility member with underground facilities in your work
area will mark their own lines within the two-day notice period, so that
you can safely proceed with your project.

Free skin cancer screening May 17
The Regional Cancer Partnership
of Illinois is conducting a free
skin cancer screening on Thursday,
May 17 from 4:00-7:00 p.m. in
Springfield. Farmers, construction
workers and others who spend
a lot of time exposed to the sun
are encouraged to get checked for
early signs of skin cancer and learn
about preventive care. The screening
will be at the Simmons Cancer
Institute, 315 W. Carpenter Street
in downtown Springfield. For an
appointment, call (217) 545-7296.

CFL recycling update

After we published last month’s Rural Hilights, we learned that area
Ace Hardware stores were no longer accepting compact fluorescent
(CFL) light bulbs for recycling. Building center retailers including
Lowes, Menards and Home Depot continue to accept old CFL bulbs,
along with Springfield Electric Supply Company. If a CFL is broken,
be sure to place it in a sealed container to prevent spreading any minute
amount of mercury that may remain.
If you can’t take a CFL to a recycling center, the U.S. EPA does
allow household CFL bulbs to be disposed of with regular trash
collections. Again, a plastic bag or container can help prevent the
release of mercury into the environment. You can also wait for local
hazardous waste collection events that are held periodically.

Member Response Page
Please send me information on services from RECC:
_______Peak Switch

_______New Home Energy Guidelines

_______Security Light Rental

_______Co-op Connections® Card

_______Dual Meter Heating Rate
_______Air Evac Memberships

_______Surge Suppressor Lease

_______Marathon Lifetime-Warranty 		
Water Heaters

_______Long Distance Saving Rates

_______AT&T Wireless Cellular Phone
Savings
_______5% ERC Loans for Efficiency
Improvements

Electric heating equipment rebates
An electric heat rebate form must be completed. Minimum system sizes apply.
•

Geothermal System – $250/home

•

Air Source Heat Pumps – $250/home
(with electric back-up)

•

Air Source Heat Pumps – $100/home
(with gas back-up)

Electric equipment rebate request
Please include a copy of your sales receipt for your new electric equipment, purchased and installed within the past 12 months.
_______Clothes Dryer, Electric Replacement – $25

_______Clothes Dryer, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25

_______Electric Range, Electric Replacement – $25

_______Electric Range, New Home or Gas Conversion – $25

_______Water Heater, Standard Warranty – $200			
(less than 10-yr waranty)

_______Water Heater, Life–long Warranty – $250		
(10-yr or longer warranty)
This water heater is for (40 gallon minimum):
__________ New Home
__________ Gas Conversion

__________ Electric Replacement

Member Name

Account No.

Mailing Address
Town

Phone

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative
P.O. Box 19, Auburn IL 62615
Telephone: (800) 245-7322 (RECC) or (217) 438-6197 • www.recc.coop
Normal office hours 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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P.O. Box 19
Auburn, IL 62615

The $10 million light bulb
It looks funny when turned off,
but a new state-of-the-art light bulb
is the most efficient replacement yet
for the old 60-watt incandescent
bulb, and it’s won a $10 million
prize from the U.S. Department of
Energy.
Philips Lighting was awarded
the $10 million last August in
the L Prize contest, launched by
Congress in 2007 to encourage
manufacturers to develop highquality, high-efficiency solid-state
lighting products to replace the
common light bulb. With tough
requirements and a rigid testing
program, Philips was the only
company to submit an entry.
With high-quality light emitting
diode (LED) chips, meticulous
manufacturing standards and a
high-tech design, the bulb went on
sale on Earth Day 2012, April 22 at
a list price of $60. Even for an LED,
that’s pretty expensive, but discounts
are already being offered to around
$50.
At 10 watts of power con
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sumption, the bulb gives even more
light than a 60 watt incandescent
bulb, and is 33 percent more
efficient than other LEDs. It has
an expected life of 30,000 hours
(over 27 years at three hours/day),
with a warranty of 15,330 hours.
Its warm-white color matches the
incandescent look we’re accustomed
to in our homes.
The bulb is instant-on, contains
no mercury, and is dimmable. It
has a yellow phosphor coating on
its three sections that look “white”
when the bulb is turned on. Over
its lifetime it will save an estimated
$165 in electric costs.
Buildings in the United States

consume roughly 70 percent of
the electricity generated across the
country and represent one of the
greatest opportunities for reducing
energy consumption. Innovations in
residential and commercial lighting
products such as those encouraged
by the L Prize expand the lighting
choices available to consumers,
according to DOE. The Department
is aiming to reduce our nation’s
energy use, create manufacturing
jobs for U.S. workers, and save
money for American families and
business owners.
Look for the new bulb at major
retailers and online by its proud
L-Prize name.

